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200 HONOR FRIEND 
A unique event took placeApril4 at the Church of the 

Good Shepherd, 1971 JacksonAvenue. Two hundred some 
neighbors gathered at the church at 7:30 in the evening 
to give a surprise farewell party for Mr. E.B. Johnson, 
a mailman who retired in December. 

Mrs. George A. Dorman of 1004 Sheridan perceived 
the idea but did not have to twist anybody' s arm to get 
help organizing the party. She got an enthusiastic re
sponse from every resident she contacted in the McLean/ 
University area where Mr. Johnson had delivered the mail 
for over 2 5 years . 

Among those who volunteered to take care of arrange
ments and refreshments were Mrs. W. W. Gibbs (Hall
wood Drive), Mrs. A.A. Graves (McLean), Mrs. Sidney 
Schwartz, Mrs. H .A. Schwanke, Mrs. Dan Ross (Barks
dale), Mrs. Bess Erhard, Mrs. Umbert Pierini, Mrs. 
Sam Mermelstein, Mrs. Bernice Hardin, Mrs. H.H. Holt 
(Sheridan), Miss Rose Evangelist! (Kensington), and Mrs. 
Stanley Smith, Miss Kate Stoltzfus, Mrs. Olive Jordon 
(University). Mr. Joe Prock, also of University Street, 
took charge of the floral decorations. 

The party opened with an invocation by the Reverend 
Lloyd Barker of McLean Baptist Church, and it was em
ceed by Mr. Herbert M. Scoby, Superintendent, N. Wat
kins Postal Station, who also gave the laudatory address. 
Music was provided by Mrs. Myra Glascock at the piano, 
with singers Noel Mason, Mary Lou Threnthem and Bev
erly Collingwood. Mr. Johnson was greeted by the whole 
party with a hearty "He's a Jolly GoodFellow" and "Hail, 
HaiL the Gang's All Here." The climax of the affair was 
probably the presentation of the $780 cash gift to Mr. 

~ The May VECAA meeting will be Monday the 
U AiTl1' 15th at 8 p.m. at Fellowship HalL McLean 
~~r.J)!kJ% Baptsit Church. Activities will include an 
\\ ~ /J analysis of existing committees and a dis-

··: - cussion of the desegregation order as it re
lates to Northside . 

Johnson, donated readily by the many neighbors he had 
served so faithfully for a quarter of a century. 

Nobody of course who had Mr . Johnson as his mail
man was surprised by the esteem and affection displayed 
for him. Mr. Johnson made friends not only with the 
long-time residents, many of whom he assisted in his 
off-time with little chores and services such as cutting 
the grass, trimming a rose bush, mending a fence, or in 
providing a reliable tradesman, he also made friends 
with new residents in the area and with youngsters and 
dogs . 

When Paul Barnett of Channel 3 TV News asked Mr. 
Johnson what he had done to be thus honored he said his 
motto was not "to live and let live" but rather "to live 
and help live," which just about sums it up. Everyone 
agreed it was a lovely party and hoped it wouldn't take 
another 2 5 years before the next one. Luckily, there is 
the annual neighborhood picnic in the summer, for if 111e 

had to wait for the retirement of Mr. Johnson's succes
sor, the youthful Jimmy Weir, it would be a long wait 
for the next party. 

Court Pairs Schools 
The school desegregation decision handed down by 

Judge Robert McRae last month includes several chan
ges for the Vollintine/ Evergreen neighborhood. The most 
significant of these changes are the pairing of its two 
elementary schools, Vollentine and Snowden, and the 
desegregation of Cypress Junior High by pairing with 
Trezevant in Frayser; however, in order to achieve inte
gration at Cypress, ninth grade students in the Cypress 
district will be bussed out of the neighborhood. 

The plan to be implemented this fall is plan A, one 
of five plans submitted by the school board under court 
order. The following is a detailed account of its effect 
on our neighborhood: 

Elementary: All students in grades 1, 2, 3, and 4 will 
be taught at Vollentine School. Grades 5 and 6 will be 
taught at Snowden. The black/ white ratio at Vollentine 
will be 51/49 and at Snowden 54/ 46. 

Junior high: Snowden district - no change. Cypress 
district is paired with Trezevant, with grades 7 and 8 
taught at Cypress and grade 9 at Trezevant. The black/ 
white ratio at Cypress (grades 7 - 8) will be 66/ 34. 

Senior high: Students now in the Douglass district 
and living between University and Hollywood will go to 
Northside. Otherwise the Northside district is unchanged 
and the school will remain over 98% black. The Central 
district will not change as far as V/ E is concerned but 
will be enlarged to the south. The black/ white ratio at 
Central will be 3 7/ 63, a change from the present 43/ 5 7, 
due to a probable future limitation on transfers-in. Stu
dent transfer policies have not been established yet but 
it is expected that transfers will be limited. 

The petition of VECAA in behalf of white students 
assigned to Northside High was denied by the court. 
VECAA has asked that these students be permitted to at
tend a significantly integrated school. Judge McRae 
considered putting the whole neighborhood into the Cen
tral High district but rejected this, apparently since this 
would constitute gerrymandering. He concluded that 
"until the court is presented a plan within the practica
lities of the situation" it was not practical to provide 
city-wide transportation to relieve the problems of iso-
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PAIRING continued 
lated minorities such as the white students at Northside. 
The decision to implement Plan A leaves Northside as 
the only sch ool serving the neighborhood which lacks 
significa nt integration . 

The court decision will most likely be the target of 
severa l legal maneuvers this summer. The Board of Edu
cation has already filed an appeal, the NAACP is expec
ted to do the same, and the Department of Justice might 
intervene as well . 

It is to be noted that, according to an editorial in 
the Commercial Appeal, April 2 9, high absenteeism dur
ing the recent school boycott by children of Citizens A
gainst Busing members occurred primarily at "all-white 
or nearly all- white schools that would not be affected 
by court-ordered busing, " and that integrated schools, 
among them Central, Snowden, and Vollentine "tended 
to have much less absenteeism." The editorial then 
went on to say that the "experiences of integration may 
have overcome some of the fears and uncertainties that 
exist in racially isolated neighborhoods," a conclusion 
with which most residents in our neighborhood would 
tend to agree. 

MAY 
Happenings 

7 -14 - ---Christian Home Week at McLean Baptist Church. The 
week will include dialogue sermons, with panel discussions 
scheduled for Sunday, Wednesday and Sunday. 

10------0ne day exhibition of original graphic art at South
western Student Center . Roten Galleries (Baltimort>) will 
display their collection of intP.rnational prints and have a rep
resentative on hand to discuss this form of art. 

10- - --- -Graduation for preschoolers in Northside's Child De
velopment Class . 

11-13-- -College Athletic Conference SpringS ports Tournament 
to be hosted by Southwestern. Contests will be held in the 
sports of baseball, track, tennis and golf, with five schools 
vying for the conference championship . 

23 - ---- -Last P. T. A . meeting at Vollentine Elementary School. 
The officers for the 197'2 -73 school year will be elected and 
installed at 7 p.m . 

24------Northside seniors graduate at 8 p.m. The ceremony 
will take place at Ellis Auditorium . 

25------Monthly XYZ Club meeting at Springdale Methodist 
Church at 11 a . m . 

27----- -Carnival at Little Flower Catholic Church. Enjoy a 
full mid-way, ponyridesandbingo while eating spaghettiand 
ravioli. Activities will last from 11 a . m . to 11 p . m., and 
admission is free. 

JUNE 
2------ -Registration for Vacation Bible School at McLean Bap

tist at 10 a . m. School starts thefollowing Monday at9 a.m. 
for ages 4 to 14 . (V.B .S. for other neighborhood churches 
starts the second week in June.) 

Toward The Good Life 
by John Bruhwiler 

Little Flower Parochia 1 School is similar to Snowden 
and Vollentine public schools in physical layout, num
ber of students per class, racial composition , teaching 
staff, curriculum, and even administration . As Vollen
tine and Snowden, Little Flower is housed in a seasoned 
brick structure, the number of students per class is de
termined by a state law, the studen·t body is well inte
grated (60% white, 40% b lack), the teachers are certi
fied, and the principal is a professional educator and 
administ rator. The one obvious difference between Lit
tle Flower School and the other neighborhood schools, 
however, is its size. With an enrolment of 250 students 
it is half as big only as the smallest neighborhood pub
lic school. 

As a parochial school, Little Flower School is, of 
course, not under the jurisdiction of the Memphis Board 
of Education. Along with 14 other elementary schools 
and two high schools, it is a member of the Memphis Dio
cesan school system, with its own superintendent and 
supervisors. There are system-wide guidelines for ca
lendar, texts, and teachers' qualifications and salaries. 
Each school, however, has its own board of education 
which, within the given guidelines, determines policy 
and makes recommendations. These, in turn, are inter
preted by the principal. 

At Little Flower , the p r inc i p a 1 is a lady, Sister 
Daniel Maria who has a B.S . in education, a nearly
completed M.A. in education , and in June will receive 
an M . A. in guida nce and coun s eling . As a member of 
the Sisters of Charity of Nazaret h, Kentucky, an order 
reknowned for social action, Sister Daniel Ma ria is to
tally committed to the school and its goals. The school 
strives to be "an authentic Christia n educational com
munity that enhances the living of the good life," a com
munity where students are helped "to realize ,a sense of 
God, a sense of their own worth , a sense of direction, 
a sense of responsibility and a sense of mission." Em
phasis is placed on the cultivation of personal values 
which "respect the rights of others as individuals and 
as groups," in order to enable an individual to live "in 
peace and harmony with others". 

This striving for "the good life" involves the whole 
community at Littl e Flower, principal. parents, teachers, 
students , priests, and all the parishioners, and it per
meates every facet of school life. Sister Daniel Maria 
believes parents are their children's primary educators. 
Through the PTA, parents participate "in the decision
making processes of the school and in the continual e
valuation of its educational programs. " The PTA also 
publishes an informative and entertaining monthly news
letter. 

The teachers make use of the latest audio-visual e
quipment and, in spite of their large classes, give indi
vidual attention to the progress of students slower as 
well as quicker than average . Miss Greer, a black 
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GOOD LIFE continued 
teacher and d Methodist who is at present working on an 
M.A. at Memphis State, for example, has several stu
dents in herfourthlevelclass whomove toanother level 
for reading, while several come to her room from another 
class. Mr. Russotto, who teaches the eighth level and 
shares some duties with Sister Nancy Jane on the seventh 
level, also teaches Spanish. Mr. Russotto' s wife , Ma
ria, an education student at Memphis Sta t e , teaches 
modern dance to the g i r 1 s on a part-time basis. The 
three teachers I talked to stressed the friendly coopera
tion among themselves, with the principal and, perhaps 
more importantly, with the students. 

The students, eighty-one of whom are from Baptist 
or Methodist homes, seem indeed to be touched by the 
spirit the school is striving for. Every single boy and 
girl I talked to had nothing but praise for the cur
riculum, their teachers, and their fellow students. The 
teachers, on the other hand, have the same fondness for 
their charges. Perhaps the proximity of the church is 
not without influence, certainly not the guiding hand of 
Monsignor Leppert or the presence of Father Kirk who, 
in Sister Daniel Maria's words, is "totally available" . 

School support by the entire parish is evident in the 
fact that, though Little Flower is "the poorest parish", 
the school is nearly self-sufficient, which in the more 
affluent suburban parishes is not the case. This is due 
to generous Sunday collection but also to the parish 
school board whose recommendations and leadership 
saved the school from near financial collapse two years 
ago. In fairness it must be said that the teachers, with 
the modest top salary of $4000 a year, make perhaps the 
most substantial contribution to the financial and aca
demic health of the school. 

The near financial collapse, according to the Mon
signor, started six years ago when the school accepted 
the first black students. A large number of the congre
gation transferred their chi 1 d r en to other parochial 
schools or left the parish altogether . Sister Daniel 
Maria is quick to point out the other parochial schools 
are not havens for segregationists but are white (or 
black) due to their geographic locations. She also says 
that the percentage of non-Catholics in those schools 
is relatively small. 

Today , Little Flower School appears far from col
lapse. It gives the impression of being a vibrant insti
tution in the heart of a neighborhood that has taken it 
to heart. 
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VECAA News 

At the lastVECAA meeting, April 24, Margaret Dichtel 
wa s reelected chairman of the steering committee for 
anot her year. The only other nominee, the Reverend 
Lloyd Barker of McLea n Baptist Church , declined to be 
a candida te a t thi s time. Dr . Barker sa id he felt VECAA 
should be run by laymen, with the neighborhood clergy 
playing an active supporting role. Miss Dichtel has tre 
community's congratulations and gratitude for devoting 
so much of her time and energy to the welfare of the 
neighborhood for another year . 

Transport Truths 
Michael Tate, president of the Memphis transit sys

tem, spoke to the VECAA meeting April 24. He attributed 
MTA's current financial crisis to the combination of ris
ing costs and fewer passengers . Cutting service and 
raising fares, two proposed remedies, he said, would 
make the bus attractive to even fewer passengers. Pri
vately-opera ted bus systems in other cities which have 
gone this route, he predicted, will be forced to shut 
down in a few more years. Mr . Tate revealed that MTA 
has asked the city for a subsidy of one-half to one mil
lion dollars per year . A half million w o u 1 d bring the 
system to a break-even point; a million would permit a 
10-20 per cent improvement in service, providing buses 
every 10 minutes on all lines during rush hours, and 
every 20 minutes during the rest of the time. Improved 
service, Mr . Tate said, will get more passengers when 
gimmicks won't . 

Wanted 

Wanted to rent. Room in McLean- Jackson area. Private 
bath preferred. Mature gentleman . Phone 386 - 0685 
evenings. 

Saturday School 
Closing exercises of the Saturday Schoo 1 of the 

Memphis Academy of Arts will be held on May 6 at ll a.m. 
The Saturday School offers instruction in visual arts to 
students aged 6 to 16. Annual awards to be presented 
include four scholarships for next year ' s Saturday School 
and a full-tuition scholarship to a Saturday School stu
dent entering the Academy as a freshman in the fall . 

Work done by the students will be on exhibit until 
May 6 and includes drawings , paintings, prints, pot
tery, textiles, sculpture and metal arts. 

Summer classes for school-age students will begin 
on June 5 and run through July 14 . 

BILL & JIM'S 

e~ GULF SERVICE 
little Flower Specializing In Automobile Glass Work 

Announcing! 
2 New Mechanics 

Paul Brooks 
& 

Raymond Cranford 
U-HAUL TRUCKS AND TRAILERS 

1712 Jackson 275-7568 

CARNIVAL 
Midway 

16 Games & Pony Ride 

Ravioli & Spaghetti Dinner 
(Take Outs Available) 

BINGO Starts 7:30P.M. 
Sunday May 28 11:30A.M. to 8P.M. 
School Auditorium 1666 Jackson 

A-1 
AUTO BLASS COMPANY 
Your Neighborhood Glass Dealer 

Guaranteed Not To Leak 
1 Hour Service While You Wait 

Work Done 
Anyw here In Shelby County 

James Pritchett,owner (ho!re)276-1452 
2516 POPLAR 323-2672 



Meet The Neighbors 
Teacher 

by John Bruhwiler 

What does a man with a family who grosses $4000 
a year do for a living? The initial reaction may well 
be "nothing" because the first thing that comes to mind 
is a welfare case. The man in question, however, John 
Russ otto, is far from a welfare recipient. He is, quite 
to the contrary, a very productive individual. 

Born and raised inNewYorkCity, Mr. Russotto came 
to Memphis six years ago to study social work at Mem
phis State University. After graduation in 19 70, equip
ped with a B.A. in social work and an elementary teach
er's certificate, he applied for a position at the black 
parochial Father Bertrand School in South Memphis. At 
the time, Father Bertrand did not have a position open 
and Mr. Russotto was encouraged to a p p 1 y at Little 
Flower School which was then, as now, the only inte
grated Catholic -elementary school in the city. 

At Little Flower, Mr. R us sot to, a spiring social 
worker, became Mr. Russ otto, teacher, totally involved 
in the life of the school. Since his tenure, eighth grad
ers at Little Flower study not only language arts, mathe
matics, science, and social studies but also Spanish. 
In addition to introducing the study d a foreign language 
into the curriculum last year, he was also instrumental 
in creating a basic physical education program in which 
he taught calisthenics and tumbling. In accord with the 
spirit of a parochial school, he takes a natural interest 
in the religious education of his charges. He shares 
the teaching of religion withFatherKirk and, on Sunday, 
teaches Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (Sunday 
School) for Catholic children in the parish who attend 
public schools. 

Recently, Mr. Russotto took his class on the "Walk 
for Mankind," a 2 S-mile benefit hike for Saint Jude Hos
pital, Memphis House, and Project Concern, raising 
$380. Another class project of his eighth graders at 
pre sent is a noise pollution study on Jack son Avenue. 
In this civics project, the children record the deafening 
noise made by t r a i 1 e r trucks pas sing the school and 
write letters to our councilman and the editors of the 
local newspapers. Mr. Russotto says he is trying to 
involve the children in "living situations," the "real 
world." 

Mr. Russotto is no stranger to the "real world" either. 
In order to supplement his salary, he took a summer job 
last year with a local bakery, counting stale loaves at 
a truck stop where it was "hot as hell." The real hell, 
however, Mr. Rus sotto says, was the weekly discard-

ing of hundreds of day-old loaves of bread which were 
ground up and sold as dog food ingredient to a local mill 
while, a few blocks away, hundreds of children had to 
do without any bread at all. 

John Russotto is a cheerful man. He earns enough 
to pay the rent for a neat duplex at 895 Oakmont Place 
and to provide for his family, wife Maria, a senior at 
Memphis State in secondary education, and 9-month
old son, John Christian. Mrs. Russ otto, a native Mem
phian who is expecting another child in October, earns 
her university tuition by teaching modern dance at Lit
tle Flower School. 

Even with another child on the way, John Russ otto 
is not worried about the future. This summer he hopes 
to find another summer job, and for September he has 
been promised a raise. In another year he expects to 
go back to Memphis State and work toward an M.A. in 
social work. As a social worker he probably won't be 
earning much more than as a teacher, but I don't think 
that has occurred to him yet. 

Gossip 
Welcome to William Dante Sneed who was born March 

12. The young Mr. Sneed is the son of Robert and Laura 
Sneed and joins his sisters and brother: Pamela, Alan, 
Bridgett, and Yvette, at 182 6 Brown. The older Mr. 
Sneed is distributing the Evergreen News in the Brown
Rosebud Circle area. 

Congratulations to Steve and Bonnie Barker who were 
married March 2 0 in Mexico. Mrs. Barker's parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. M.H. Stovall, former residents of the V/E 
neighborhood. Mrs. Stovall has also taught the third 
grade at Snowden for several years. Mr. Barker's par
ents are the Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd 0. Barker of 2124 Vol
lintine. Steve and Bonnie will reside in Little Rock where 
they plan to open a leather shop . 

Allan Tynes d 160 7 Jackson is beginning a new morn
ing talk show called "Tynes Line" on WREC Radio at 10 
a.m. weekdays. Allan and his wife Karen distribute the 
Evergreen News in the Lyndale-Jackson-Stonewall tri
angle. 

Dr. and Mrs. John G. McCarter of 1949 Jackson are 
welcoming a new grandson. Jason Andrew Fox was born 
February 29 to Sandra and John Fox, Jr., of 2367 Forrest. 

Morris S. Fogelman of 1550 North Parkway has been 
named Outstanding Businessman of the Year by the Col
lege of Business Administration at Memphis State. His 
sons Avron and Robert Fogelman have recently given a 
$100,000 endowment to the College in his honor. The 
Fogelman real estate firm owns both the Woodmont Tow
ers and Parkway House high-rise apartments in the V/E 
neighborhood. 

Phone items of neighborhood interest to Gossip Ed
itors Mrs. Warren Lowry (2 78-5997) and Mrs. Cornelia 
Morris (274-1278). 

MCLEAN EVERY SUNDAY AT LITTLE FLOWER 

1-SAR~TI~.~~ I BAPTIST CHURCH 12 GAMES FOR $2 
$300 GUARANTEED! 

ADULT 
DISCUSSION GROUP ®CD®©@ PHELPS 

DECORATING CENTER 
SUNDAYS•B:30 P.M!CHAPEL 7:30 P.M. CASH PRIZES 1065 N. Watkins 2 75-3223 

HAIRCUTS $1. 75 SPECIAL!! 
HEAVY DUTY RUBBER FLOOR MATS 

COMPLETE LINE 
OF 

LONG HAIR A SPECIALTY 

FRED'S 
BARBER SHOP 

1697 JACKSON 

PAIR $1.99 

fJittJHiOJ 
1694 JACKSON 274-5833 

FINE BAKERY GOODS 

J®~Pl'S l?>@f\8F'i 
1688 JACKSON 2 76-8431 


