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The "New'' Brooks 
by Brad McMillan 

When was the last time you walked to or drove to Brooks 
Memorial Art Gallery in Overton Park? If it was before Jan
uary 7 of this year, you are in for a special treat now. On 
that date the gallery, under the directorship of Dr. John J. 
Whitlock, opened its long-awaited $850, 000 addition, and it 
is an architectural and aesthetic delight. 

This addition, now the main part of the gallery, is flooded 
with pleasant light from both artificial and natural sources 
through windows and skylights. Unemcumbered by conven
tional doors and partitions, the individual galleries literally 
have the visitor flowing along as he views the various artwork. 
In the new gallery space permanently exhibited are the Kress 
Collection, 19th century American painting and 20th century 
work with an international scope. In this latter space one will 

find the work of such notables as Andrew Wyeth, Marisol 
Escobar and Memphis ' own Carroll Claar. 

Aside from the good old friends of the permanent collec
tion, the new addition will house regularly changing traveling 
exhibitions uniquely displayed. 

This reporter interviewed Brooks' director, Dr. Whitlock, 
a young man with a formidable beard and more formidable 
visions, and he was pleased to make contact with the VECAA 
community for its residents make up a good portion of the 
gallery's "neighbors." Dr. Whitlock expressed hi s desire 
for the people in the neighborhood to take adva ntage of Brooks· 
program, not to mention the simple serenity of just visit ing 
an art gallery anytime. He noted that all the new space was 
public space, that is , it is all for exhibitions for the people. 
"There is simply more art to be seen," he said with a direc
tor's gratification. 

Also available to the public are free gu ided tours to help 
in understanding the eli verse works of art in the gallery. T hese 
tours maybe arranged, preferably for groups of ten, by calling 
Mrs. Letitia Proctor at 274-5796. Free film programs and 
an art reference library were also cited as advantages for 
people living nearby . 

Dr. Whitlock and the staff are not ones to be complacent 
with the new addition, as remarkable as it is . Plans now are 
to concentrate on increasing the depth and breadth of the art 
and along with this to develop educational programs fo:: the 
citizens of Memphis. Also planned is a museum studies pro
gram with Southwestern and Memphis State to produce quali

fied museum and gallery pe:sonnel. This is a program th<J t 
has been needed for some time in this area. Students in this 
program would study at either Brooks, the Memphis Museum 
or Chucalissa, depending on their fields of interest. 

As you can see, there are many things worth looking at 
and into at the Brooks Gallery. Take advantage of them. 

Some current events of interest at the gallery are: 

J.P. Alley Cartoons extended througb Pebrua ry 25 

Textile Exhibition by Professor Henry Easterwood 
and students also extended through February 25 

February 4-25: Exl1ibit of photographs by Daniel 
Farber 

February 4-25: Combined Art Faculty Show (I.e
Moyne-0\ven, Southwestern, MSU and The Mem
phis Academy of Arts participating) 

You are invited to the February 
meeting of VECCA to be held 
Monday the 19th at 8 p.m. at 
McLean Baptist Church. 



For Sale 
BASE KITCHEN CABINET. 40 x 20 x 36. $10. Phone 
2 75-7819. 

ONE Cl\TE LEG TABLE with Formica top, drop leaf. One 
oxtensi .m. $25 . 2 76-9232. 

Wanted 
WI\NTED- BICYCLE BUILT-FOR-TWO . Jim Wilson, 
2 7<l-'1100 bdow 5·30 p . m. 

Couple (architect and dietician) want to buy a 3 -bedroom 
house in midtown area. $25,000 maximum . 683 - 89 10 -
call niqhts and weekends. 

Arts and Letters 
L.L!IRN CERJ\MICS in your spare time. Day and night 
clnsses - free instructions . 274-8334 day , 2 76-6091 
!li_,Jht. 

ART CLASSES for children 8 - 15 and TUTORING in 
ENGLISH, Jr. High and High School. Brad McMillan, 
2 78-2210. 

One Pair Wins 
by Bernice Williams 

In telephone interviews with the principals of Snow
den and Vollentine Schools and with the presidents of 
their respective PTAs , the Evergreen News learned that 
the pa iring of the two schools has gotten under way with 
no problems and with much satisfaction all around. 

MR. ROCHESTER NI:ELY, p r inc i pal of Vollentine 
School, observed that "everything has gone quite well, 
very smoothly ..... " He noted that there were not as 
many new pupils as the school had anticipated, but that 
those who did come seem to him to be "getting along 
beautifully " and "to be very happy," writing poems about 
their new school , their new teachers, c lass rooms, and 
c lassmates, and the bus ride it self. If there a re any ex
ceptions to this picture, Mr. Neely had not heard about 
them as of the morning of Janua ry 2 7. He pointed out 
that he had worked c losely with MR. JOE A. TAYLOR, 
the p r inc i pal at Snowden, and that the PTAs at both 
school s "have been beautiful. And so has VECAA," in 
the pe r son of M ISS MARGARET DICHTEL, who v i s ited 
both schools. Summing up , Mr. Neely sa id, "I have no 
complaints at all. .... We're in good shape." 

Mr. Taylor, at Snowden, was no less enthusiastic: 
"It's just been unbelievably smooth! ..... We can 't be
lieve it' s gone this well." He didn't offer as many de
tails as Mr. Nee l y , but his tone of voice was just as 
buoyant and his satisfaction just as evident. 

MRS. CHARLES McARTHUR, president of the PTA at 
Vollentine , said that the experie nce was "all positive, 
so fa r as I'm concerned." In he r es timation, everything 
W<' nt "ve ry, very smoothly, " ubsenteeism was minimal, 

BILL & JIM'S EVERY SUNDAY 

the bus routes worked out well, and the PTAs have been 
most cooperative. Mrs. McArthur a ls o pointed out that 
the teachers gave a tea for the new teachers, an event 
that cer tainl y helped keep things moving smoothly . 
Most of all, however, Mrs. McArthur w a s 1elighted 
with the physical space that is now available to the stu 
dents at Vollentine: the music room, for example, and 
the room for PE. 

MRS. A. W. HUNT , president of the Snowden PTA, 
reported that "I fe lt very good about everything a ll 
along, " primarily because the parents in the PTA were 
the mselves anxious for everything to go smoothly for the 
children's sakes. They took the attitude that the chil
dren would have more than enough to handle with moving 
into a new s c h o o l environment without their parents' 
"coming unglued." The pairing was helped immensely 
bywhat Mrs. Hunt described as "strongcommunityfeel
ing ." She also noted that the ca l mness and understand
ing of both Mr. Neely and Mr. Taylor had a tremendous 
e ffect on the situation: their main concern is for the 
children , and that concern cam e t hrough. 

For Rent 
ROOM for rent. Emp. mature lady, nurse, or student. 
Kitchen priv. Just redecorated. Near Sears. Conv . t o 
buses . $11.25 perweek . 276-9232 . 

Gossip 
HARRY L. THOMAS of 919 N. Evergreen was honored 

by the National Electrical Contractors As so cia tion and 
by the International Brotherhood of Electri ca l Workers 
for his 70 years of union membershi p. Mr. Thomas, 
who is 89 yea rs old, is the former Memphis chief elec
trical inspector. He joined the union in 1903. 

On December 31 PAUL BROWN of 1951 Snowden com
pl e t ed his term as interim City Judge of Division 4. Mr. 
Brown has been an attorney for 3 6 yea r s , has served in 
the Legislature and as judg e of the General Sessions 
court. He recalls his election as president of the Ja ck
son Boulevard Civic Club in 1946 at a bean supper in the 
back yard of Sheriff Oliver Perry. Brown i s a native of 
Memphis, attended Snowden and Maury schools, and is 
a gradua te of Central High and Memphis Law School . 

ISAAC LOSKOVE of 1006Monticello and PHILIP 
BELZ have been elected gabboim of the Baron Hirsch 
Congregation. Other officers for 1973areDr. JOSEPH 
PARKER, president; Dr . HAROLD COHEN , first vice presi
dent; SIDNEY KATZ, second vice president; MANNIE 
ETTINGOFF , secretary ; MERLIN SCHATZ, treasurer ; and 
BEN FISHMAN, warden. 

Mr. and Mrs. JIMMY WOO , owners of the Great 
StarSupermarketat651 N.McLean, are the proud grand
parents of JULIE MELISSA WOO. Julie was born on De
cember 22 to WILSON and JANE WOO. The proud great
g randfather is Mr. WILLIAM WOO. 

7:30P.M. 

GULF SERVICE 
MECH.A.NI C ON DUTY 

U-HAUL TRUCKS AND TRAILERS 

1712 JACKSON 275-7568 

®CD®©© IT ALlAN & AMERICAN FOOD 

· Little Italy 

COMPLETE LINE 
OF 

FINE BAKERY GOODS 

J®~~ S i?>@l\eFy 
1688 JACKSON 2 76-8431 

AT LITTLE FLOWER 
NOW! BIG 5 in 1 JACKPOT SPECIAL 

$350 M INIMUM PRIZES 
ON REGULAR CARD 

SCRAP PROCESSORS 

LAZAROV BROS. 
TIN COMPRESS CO. 

WE BUY OLD CARS 

ll66 N. SEVENTH 525 - 0683 

Private Dining Room 
Seating 40 

4 P.M.- 1 A.M. 

TUESDAY - SUNDAY 

1580 VOLLINTINE 272-2600 



WHAT I GOT FOR CHRISTMAS 

What l got for Christmas 
Is a very funny thing. 
It is very white. 
With one blue eye. 
And one green eye. 
If you do not know what it is 
I will tell you. 

It is a cat. 

- Jennifer Thomas, Age 6 

Nashville Notes 
(Representative DOY DANIELS, Jr., of the 89th District 
has offered to keep us informed on events of importance 
in this year's General Assembly. Here is his first re
port. - Editors) 

As my first month as your State Representative draws 
to a close, I can hap pi 1 y report that I am now well
established in Nashville, and prepared for the first ma
jor session of the General Assembly which begins on 
February 27th. The organizational session was recently 
completed in record time, and I am hopeful that a new 
sense of common purpose will replace the partisan bick
ering of last session when we reconvene. 

The organizational session saw several important 
resolutions brought up and bills introduced on many im
portant areas. Not the least of these was myownOv~r
ton Park resolution which unanimously pas sed the House. 
Tired of seeing the wishes of the many citizens in our 
community who opposed the former expressway route 
through the park ignored by the federal government, I 
introduced this resolution. It stressed the lack of gov
ernment responsiveness to the people and simply asked 
Secretary of Transportation John Volpe to listen to all 
sides of the matter before reaching a decision. Volpe , 
of course, has since decided not to put the expressway 
through the park. 

In addition to the bill I am sponsoring which would 
change the make-up of the State Building Commissicm to 
include 1 the State Treasurer (a common sense measure) I 

my name appears on several others as a co-sponsor. One 
of these is a bi-partisan bill to exempt life - essential 
items such as prescription drugs and residential utilities 
from the state sales tax. I trust that the passage of this 
into law will lift an unfair burden off all taxpayers in the 
state. In addition I am co-sponsoring bills designed to 
more strictly enforce state air and water pollution laws I 

further protect employees in hazardous working situa
tions, and provide for a period of silent prayer or medi
tation in the public schools. 

In light of the fine work that VECAA is doing for our 

ITALIAN 

community 1 I have a 1 so introduced a resolution com
mending VECAA and its members for their efforts. The 
resolution whould be passed in time to be inc luded in 
next month's newsletter. 

Many important questions will be coming up before 
the Legislature this year concerning budget problems, 
the sales tax increase, no-fault insurance, and a state 
kindergarten system. In order to represent the interests 
of our community in Memphis, I need to hear from you. 
I need to know your opinions and interests so write or 
call meat either 1517JacksonAvenue inMemphis, 38 10 7, 
or at Room G-19 1 War Memorial Building, Nashville, 
3 7219. 

Welcome 
Among our new neighbors are two newlyweds, ED 

and BEVERLY DISMUKE of 665 McConnell. Ed is an in
tern at the U. T. Medical Units, while Beverly is em
ployed as a speech therapist for the public school sys
tem. Ed grew up in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the new 
Mrs. Dismuke spent her young life on Shankman Circle 
in the V/E community. 

After considering various neighborhoods for months, 
Mrs. ELLEN McDOWELL chose 1587 N. Parkway as her 
new home. She comes to the V /E community f rom Fray
ser and brings her two daughters, fifteen-year-old LI
ZETTE and eleven-year-old OCTOBER. Mrs. McDowell 
is Planning Advisor for the Memphis Regional Medica l 
Program and has lived most of her life in the mid-town 
a rea. 

Shoppers Choice . 
by Hershel L1pow 

The Esso station at the corner of Faxon and McLean 
has changed more than its name- it's changed its owner. 
But that doesn't mean that things have changed too much. 
According to ED CISSOM , the new owner, the station 
will continue to give the sa me good service it has given 
since it was built in 1924. 

Mr. Cissom is no stranger to the station. He began 
working there in 1955 as an attendant a nd soon moved up 
to mechanic. In September he bought the station from 
Mr. V.G. McCULLOUGH, who retired after 36 years at 
the station. 

Mr. Cissom plans some changes to improve his sta
tion. He is now giving Top Value stamps and four men 
are working to speed up service. Mr. Cissom thinks his 
location is one of the best in the city and hopes that all 
his neighbors will visit the station. He believes it's in 
"an older neighborhood that's held up good " and says 
"business is going great." 

s taff: editors: george bradfute, rick thomas/news: ber
nice williams, hershel lipow, hinda silber/copy: nancy 
lowe/cover picture: brad mcmillan/typing: sallee bruh
wiler, cathy awsumb, alleen castellani, judy johnso n, 
judy wieduwilt/circulation: niki st. cyr/printing: john 
w. smith, courtesy southwestern at memphis/business: 
richard johnson. · 
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& 
AMERICAN FOOD 

Address correspondence to George 
Bradfute, 5 13 Stonewall, Memphis, 
Tenn. 3 8112 • 

HOW YOU CAN GET YOUR 
PRESCRIPTIONS AT A LOCAL 
STORE" AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

PLATE LUNCHES 

DINO'S 

Southwestern 
Grill 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

645 N. McLean Blvd. 276-9288 

Classified Ads- SO¢- call2 72-2668. 

1973 RAND MCNALLY 
ROAD ATLAS ..... 97¢ 

QlttU·tO 
1694 JACKSON 274-5833 

Cash and carry only- 20% off on 
all front end merchandise except 
fountain and tobacco. 

CONVENIENT PARKING 
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD ON 
ANY RX. WE WILL MATCH ALL 
PRICES AND BEAT MOST!!!!!!!! 

Southwestern Pharmacy 
9A.M.-7P.M. Mon .-Sat . 
623 N. McLean 2 72-7509 

A Pill Box Pharmacy 
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Meet 

The 
Neighbors 

Committed Cleric 
by Hinda Silber 

youth are members of a changing church . Society is 
changing, the people of God are changing. The church 
has to update itself to meet the needs of modern man. 
The Catholic Church is going through a period ·of tran
sition. " 

"Since young people have known change.and insta
bility, their outlook on authority · ha;; been colored. 
Everything has been called into question." 

Considering the turbulence of modern times, Rev. 

Visiting with Rev. JAMES L. PUGH, the soft-spoken 
father of Little Flower Catholic Church, is an enlighten
ing experience. His view s on Man, Society and the 
Church bespeak not of an outdated clergy but of contem

Pugh's view is that youth do remarkably well. "The youth 
want to get involved and exhibit a desire to help . " As 
a teacher, Rev. Pugh said, "I appreciate this genuine 
desire that makes them want to forget the necessity of 
an education and get out and do something because of 
social awareness." 

AlthoughFatherPugh has been in the V/E community 
only a short time, his work in the neighborhood has 
made him aware of its friendliness and cordiality. porary man himself. 

Father Pugh was ordained into the priesthood in 19 6 7, 
after completing studies at St. Bernard Seminary inCul- Improving On A Tradition 
mon, Alabama, and St. Mary's in Baltimore, Maryland. by Rick Thomas 
Since then he has spent his entire time in Memphis al-
though he is a native of Nashville. He was first as- How does one improve on a tradition? One way to do it 
signed to Immaculate Conception Church and later served is to buy a well-established business and add some special 
in St. Williams Church in Millington, and St. Louis touches. This is what happened in the V/E community when 
Church in Memphis. It was in 1972 that he joined Little DINO GRISANTI bought the Southwestern Grill at 645 N. Me-
Flower Church as associate pastor, in addition to as- Lean. Theformerowner, JOHN SEMOS, alongwith hisbroth-
suming f u 11- time duties at Memphis Catholic High er TOM, had operated this neighborhood institution for 27 
School, where he teaches religion to the freshmen. 

Responding to a frank question on the particular lo-
years. When his health made operation of the restaurant im-

neliness and isolation of the priesthood, Father p'ugh possible, Mr. Semos found a ready purchaser in Mr. Grisanti. 
poignantly commented, "I belong to everyone and to no The Grisanti family is not new to the restaurant business, 
one. I must give of myself totally to the needs of my having run the State Cafe at 48 Beale Street for 27 years. 
parish. " This sacrifice, as the layman interprets the When the Memphis Housing Authority took over his downtown 
word, is not of relevancy to Father Pugh. What is im- lot, Dino began looking for a new "home" and after three 
portant is the giving of self to God and his fellow man. months found the Southwestern Grill. After changing the name 
The rewards of course are manifold· to Dino's Southwestern Grill, he added a number of Italian 

fe lt ~a ~~~~i~~~~~;'~~~~ ~i:~{ ~iasrl:n~ir~ (~~m~~~et:~~i~~ dishes to the menu, remodeled a little bit and opened the doors 
and taking care of the spiritual needs of the parish. for business. 
This leaves little time for social involvement. Never- Dino has retained the good qualities of the Southwestern 
the les s, Rev. Pugh fe e ls socially involved by the daily Grill - its reasonably priced plate lunches, its family atmos-
contact and interaction with the students he teaches. phere and even some of its waitresses. He has expanded the 

His work with the neighborhood is directed to the menu to include such Italian dishes as veal parmigiana, spa-
e lde rly and to visiting the hospitals. Father Pugh finds ghetti and meatballs and ravioli (made right in the kitchen). 
a real apostolate to the elderly in the neighborhood - Another new item on the menu is beer which can only be ob-
the forgotten of the community. "Many of the elderly 

tained with meals. have no family. There is a crying need to help these 
people. So many of them want someone to come and live Dino is assisted by his son RUDY in the kitchen and his 
with them because they are so lonely. Young people wife MADELINE at the cash register, and the entire staff 
could play a treme ndous role in the V/E community in totals eleven. The Grisanti's live in Whitehaven, and Dino 
sea rching out the old, tired, lonely, distraught. There admits he didn't know much about the neighborhood when he 
is a tremendous feeling of self-satisfaction in helping moved in. But he has made friends fast and is quite pleased 
someone in need. This is one tangible way of showing 
an involvement and commitment." with his new customers. 

Father Pugh reflected fu rther on today' s youth and the Community residents will miss the familiar sight of Mr. 
changing role of the church: "Catholic adults have known Semos overseeing activities at the Southwestern Grill, but it 
stability .. They have known a stable church. Today's looks like its new owner plans to improve on agreattradition. 

eBORG PHARMACYe - -~ February re w -. 
L Features ~ 
~ Playing Cards- 5 sets; $1 ~ 
""' Box Stationery . . . . . . 2 9¢ 
OO 26-gal. Trash 0 
0 Can Liners .. . .. ... 39¢ (/) 
Z Folding Checker ~ 

Table ........... $1.99 g 
1\) Clairol Ladies """ 
~ Shaver .......... $2.99 ~ 
...I.a. Dawn Doll or M 
~ DawnDoll0utfit .. 2/$l fi2 - -e BORG PHARMACY e 

~----------------------~---, 
~ ED CISSOM'S 

~EXXON 
Top Value Stamps 

ROAD SERVICE 
MECHANIC ON DUTY 

585 N. McLEAN 274-1881 

February ll 
RACE RELATIONS SERVICES 

l0:45A.M . 
LeMoyne-Owen Choir 

7:30P.M . 
Reverend Ben Hooks 

McLEAN BAPTIST CHURC~. 
_j 

B I N G 0 
8P.M. EVERY MONDAY . 

16 Games for $2 
3 Cards for $5 

Jackpot 
Up to $1000 

Consolation $200 

Baron Hirsch Ladies Auxiliary 
--Vollint ine at Evergreen--

B I N G 0 


