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Past ~Glory 
When two Memphians were featured last month in the 

"Southerners" column of Southern Living, the writer failed 
to mention that they were residents of the Vollintine- Ever­
green community. JACK and MARY WALLACE CROCKER 
of 18 35 Overton Park Avenue were cited for their contri­
butions to art, specifically photography and music. 

Both grew up near Clarksdale, Mississippi, and both pre­
viously taught at Mississippi State College for Women. Last 
August, the Crackers moved to Memphis where Jack hoped 
to get started in music. So far he has released one single 
and album of his own compositions. He frequently tours col­
lege campuses giving concerts and reading his poetry. 

It is Mary Wallace, however, of chief interest to us here, 
for this is the time of year that many will be enjoying pilgrim­
ages to historic homes around the South. Some of these "pil­
grims" will no doubt have been inspired by her recent book, 
Historic Architecture in Mississippi. Printed by the Univer­
sity of Mississippi this 200-page book presents descriptions of 
this 200- page book presents descriptions of the numerous 
styles of historic architecture representen in that state. It 
is the most authoritative reference on the subject publisha:l 
to date and describes in detail scores of homes and public 
buildings. It is not a picture book (although it contains hun­
dreds of photographs) but is a well-researched monograph in­
cluding data on the design, history and ownership of the struc­
tures featured. 

The book was four years in the making with Mary Wallace 
spending a year taking photographs across Mississippi and 
three more years digging through dusty archives to retrieve 
architectual plans, dead records and family histories. 

Mary Wallace first became interested in Mississippi ar­
chitecture in college where she majored in housing and in­
terior design. When she failed to find any good reference 
books on the subject, she set out to write one. While in the 
process she provided photographs of local architecture to 
such publications as the Delta Review and Mississippi A rchitt£t 
and gained fame as a photographer. Since the publication 

Memphis, Tennessee 
Volume V. No. 4 

'4 Anril, 1975 
Circulation: 5750 

of her book she has had her photos widely published and is 
sought after around the South as an authority of historic Mis­
sissippi houses. She will be the featured speaker at the Mis­
issippi Arts Festival in Jackson this month. 

In everyday life Mary Wallace teaches housing and home 
furnishing at Memphis State. In her spare time, however, 
she and Jack collect plants and antiques and work on their 
new home. The Crackers occupied a Victorian cottage in 
Columbus and only an older home would do when they moved 
to Memphis. The one they picked is right across the street 
from the Galloway Mansion and provides a good setting for 
the many antiques they have acquired. 

As for the future, Jack plans to become further involved 
in music while Mary Wallace contemplates a sequel to her 
successful first book (approximately G, 000 copies sold). She 
feels there is a need for a second volume to cover the many 
antebellum homes she had to omit <mel perhaps a third on 
Victorian architecture in Mississippi. What about a fourth 
on historic homes in the Vollintine-Evergrecn community? 

Nashville Notes 
The 89th Tennessee General Assembly appears to be heading 

toward major reforms according to District 98 Representative 
Harper Brewer. Harper, a Democrat, is chairing a House 
Committee studying lien laws. The legislator lives at 990 N. 
Idlewild and represents the portion of the V /E Community north 
of Vollintine. Harper believes that, "Lien I aws, as they now 
operate, can and often do put the unsuspecting homebuiider or 
remodeler in a position of having to pay twice for construction 
work they have done by a general contractor who fails to pay 
the job subcontractor. 

The people in this state need to be protected from the un­
scrupulous contractor, who after gladly taking full payment 
for work done on a job, disappears without paying 1' ones who 
did the actual work," he added. 

In addition to working toward lien law reform, Harper is 
serving as Assistant Majority Leader. Repeal of fair trade 
and strengthening of ethics laws are also areas of his concern. 

In his view, ''there is little question that fair trade-actually 
price fixing-should be repealed during this session of the 89th 
General Assembly. Consumers should not have to pay what 
amounts to an artificially high price for goods set by manu­
facturers simply to assure themselves a higher profit margin." 

On the question of stronger ethics laws, Harper stated, 
''This is an age of accountability in which citizens expect public 
servants to tow - the - line iii both their official and unofficial 
conduct." He added that "in years gone by, lobbyists have 
been, in all honesty, influential, with some legislators. Times, 
however, have changed and I predict and will support passage 
of strong registration requirements ... " 

Next month, a look at VECAA 's other State Representative, 
Pam Gaia (Democrat, District 89). 

There will be no VECAA meeting held in 
April . Please watch the News for no­
tice of the next general meeting. 
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VEC/\A- Irvin Sachritz at 276 6216 or 526-6431. 
The f:.I!_Q!:9_reen News - Rick Thomas at 2 78-2210 

or 72 5- 0 C 8 0 . 

,Jewish Viewpoint 
Consumer Time 
Law for Laymen 

NASA Space Story 
Let's Learn .Japanese 

Real Estate - Joe Hough at 2 74-5551 or 396-3130. 
Social Services- Kathryn Baker, MSW, at 276-

2 9 7 0 or 7 2 5 - 0 6 8 0 . 
Schools - David Vincent at 2 75-0248. 
Services for Senior Citizens - Marlin Landers 

at 2 72- 7408. 
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BILL & JIM'S CLOSED MONDAYS WRECKER SERVICE 

MECHANIC ON DUTY GULF SERVICE FINE BAKERY GOODS 

ED CISSOM'S MECHANIC ON DUTY 

EXXON LES TAYLOR and DAVID ROGERS 

~·85 N. McLean 274-1881 
1712 JACKSON 

Community Rehab 
The City Council has approved the initial priority areas 

to be funded under the Community Development Act and a 
portion of the V /E neighborhood is included in Priority Area 
l k shown in map below. (The portion within V/E boundaries 
is represented by the shaded area.) A total of $2,658,310 
will be spent in the area to improve various aspects of the 
community. Expenditures arebeingmadewith the idea of im­
proving communities that are tending toward deterioration and 
not these already in substandard condition. (other funds will 
be allocated for the latter. ) 

The largest proportion of funds ($1, 140, 000) will be spent 
on housing rehabilitation while another large amount ($7 56, 900) 
will go for transportation improvements. Most of this will go 
for street rebuilding although repaving, intersection improve­
ment and sign control are also included. Funds for environ­
mental improvements amount to $521, 410, most of which will 
go for much needed drainage projects. Another $240, 000 is 
earmarked for parks and the bulk of this will be spent on 
Gooch Park. University Park will also benefit. 

In addition to these funds, area IE will also be eligible for 
three other programs. These provide funds for the demolition 
of dangerous structures, home repairs and neighborhood clean-­
up. 

No doubt the lion's share ofthese funds will be spent north 
of the VIE boundary. There is no question, however, that 
such improvements in adjacent areas will be beneficial to the 
Vollintine-Evergreen community. 

275-7568 1688 JACKSON 2 76-8431 

The Vollintine-Evergreen Community Action Asso­
ciation (VECAA) is a non-profit neighborhood organi­
zation founded in 1 9 7 0. Its boundaries arc roughly 
Watkins, Cypress Creek, Trezevant and Overton Park 
A venue. V E C A A's initial goal was to enhance and 
maintain a stable biracial community with quality hous­
ing, services and facilities. It has been active in pro­
moting stability, assisting in school desegregation, op­
posing commercial rezoning and in general promoting 
those activities that serve to create a viable mid- town 
community. 

.................. ~ ......................... " ' . . . . .................. " 
Vollintine- Evergreen Community !I c t ion !Is sociatlon: 
1975 NEW AND RENEWI\L MEMBf.RSHIP 1975: 

NAME 

ADDRESS---------------------------- ____ • 

Membership $2.50- Individual, f,lfnily, 
Make checks payiiblc to V'rf>'\F .. 
Send to: Mrs. Janet Lconurd 

17?~1 Tutwiler Avenue 
Memphis, TN 3 81C 7 ........................................................... ~ ........ . 

Address all correspondence to: The Evergreen News, 19()(; I 
Mignon Avenue, Memphis, TN :lHl07. 
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lation/jcan braclfute/busincss: shirley _johnson/printing: cour­
tesv southwestern at nwmphip 

Classifieds 

WINDOW AIH CONDITIONEHS: Inspected and Cleaned-
$16. 50 for single unit; $11 per unit for two or more. Call 
Ed Wingfield at 274-:JH40. 

WANTED TO RENT: Responsible couple desires to 
rent 2 or :l bedroom house in the mid-town area. Call 
:388-96H4 or .'i:14-G2f,]. Ron and Sherry Follis. 

FOR SALE: Westinghouse multi-speed laundryfnat 
washer with new motor. $100 C a II Powell at 275-
~J ](;;) . 
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Bj I N G 0 
BP.M. EVERY MONDAY 

16 Games for $2 
3 Cards for $5 

4th CARD FREE WITH 
EACH $5 PURCHASE 

Jackpot 
$1500 - 50 Numbers or Less 

$l000 Minimum - Over 50 Numbers 
Baron Hirsch Ladies Auxiliary 

(Lighted Parking Area) 
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MODERN MOVING 
WITH OLD FASHIONED CARE 

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE MOVING 
PROFESSIONAL PACKING 

CRATING & VAULT STORAGE 

APOLLO MOVERS INC. 
AGENTS FOR 

CB~!..b \Y{;j!1J 31.111113fd 

332-7071 
NIGHT DIAL 275-5202 OR 276-7632 

Burglar Alarms 
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Memphis, like other cities throughout the country, has 
witnessed an alarming increase in the number of home burg­
laries committed. The V /E community has, unfortunately 
also been affected by this trend and it has become a matter of 
concern for many neighborhood residents. 

working population - especially senior citizens and young 
mothers - who arc in a position to keep a watch on nearby 
homes. Unfortunately, however, we too often do not e\·en 
know who our neighbors are and are therefore unable to con­
tact them about unusual activity. 

Probably the most effective deterrent to burglary to date 
is plain old neighborliness. This amounts to each resident 
acting as his brother's keeper for adjacent residenceso This 
includes the noting of strange persons around the property 
and the subsequent reporting of any unusual activity to the 
homeowner or the authorities. 

The VIE community is fortunate in having a large non-

NAME 

' ADDRESS 
~ . } HOME PHONE 

WORK PHONE 

To improve this situation VECAA co-chairman Irvin Sach­
ritz suggests a return to the frontier "circling the wagons " 
procedure wherein individuals banded together for mutual pro­
tection. The diagram provides a handy form to be filled in and 
posted. It will offer a handy reference to those who we might 
need to call in case of an emergency. 

POLICE: 528-2222 
FIRE DEPT.: 458-:)311 

NAME YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS ADDRESS 
HOMF PHONE HOME PHONE 
WORK PHONE HOUSE WORK PHONE 

/ "-.. 

Elm/ ~Street 
./ "' NAME NAME NAME 

ADDRESS ADDRESS ADDRESS 
HOME PHONE HOME PHONE HOME PHONE 
WORK PHONE WORK PHONE WORK PHONE 


