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VECAA Eleets

On January 19 the Vollintine/Evergreen Community Ac-
tion Association held its annual election and officers for 1976
were selected. The nominating committee presented one can-
didate each for the two elected offices (chairman and secre-
tary). There being no other nominees, the two candidates
were accepted by acclamation.

Dr. MICHAEL P. KIRBY of 683 N. Idlewild was elected
chariman while HAROLD CHANDLER of 785 N. Garland was
elected secretary Mlke is a political science professor at
Southwestern where he has an
interest in local government,
especially as it affects neigh-
borhoods. Mikealso heads up
the school's Policy Research
Institute which provides agen-
cies with policy analysis ex-

‘ pertise. Harold is a research
bibliographer with the Univer-

k sity of Tennessee Center for
:ﬁ/ - \ e Health Sciences Library. He
Mike Kirby

came to Memphis three years
ago from Washington, D.C.
where he worked in the public library system.

Mike and his family moved to Memphis and the neighbor-
hood from Wisconsinin 1970. He likes the convenience of the
neighborhood and the opportunity to walk to work. He has been
active on VECAA's long-range planning committee and has
done much to bring about a working relationship between
VECAA and Southwestern.

After being elected chairman, Mike outlined his plans for
the year (see following article) and made the following state-
ment: "This is, I believe, a
proper time to recognize the de-
dicated people who have made
VECAA the strong organization
it is. Certainly Rick Thomas
deserves recognition [or his
work as the editor and guiding
light of the Evergreen News.
The News serves as an anchor
providing information and giving
a sense of identification to our AT ’
community. IrvSachritzand Harold Chandler
Joe Sohm should be recognized for the fine job they did as
chairmen during the past year. JoeHough, George Bradfute,
and Margaret Ditchel have been a source of inspiration and
have worked long hours for our community. We, in the com-
munity, owe these pcople a bit of gratitude for their dedica-
tion in making this a better neighborhood in which to live."

The appointment ot the remainding officers (treasurer and
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program chairman) and the various committee chairmen will
be announced in the next issue of the News.

In other developments, KAREN TYNES of 1607 Jackson
will serve as a co-editor of the News for 1976. Karen joined
the staff last year and has since written several timely arti-
cles. We look forward to her tenure in this new position.

State of the
Neighborhood.

I have asked the editor of the Evergreen News to allow me
to use this issue to discuss what I see to be the problems of
the neighborhood. And to suggest policies and new programs
which will help us cope withthese problems in the coming year.
I promise that my administration will be an especially ag-
gressive one,attempting to deal with these problems as real-
istically as possible. However, in pursuing these goals and
policies, it seems to me thatno one person or one small group
can accomplish these ends. Therefore, I am asking that peo-
ple from the neighborhood come forward and offer their time
and services for the organization. It is quite fitting that this
is the Bicentennial year, a year in which we the people want
to gain greater control over our environment. With the Bicen-
tennial in mind, let's make this coming year one in which
VECAA makes great strides in establishing this neighborhood
as the model for the entire city.

In the following sections, I would liket o outline some of
the major problems of this neighborhood and suggest some
policies for dealing with them.

Problem 1. Meeting Attendance

I will appoint a program chairman whose responsibility it
will be to develop particular themes and speakers that would
attract people to VECAA meetings who do not normally come.
Past programs featuring political candidates and presentations
by the Planning Commission have drawn large crowds. Two
types of programs are envisioned; one type of community in-
terest like those mentioned above and another featuring cnter-
tainment or social activities. The program chairmanwill also
be asked to reevaluate the time and place of the meeting; and
he will be asked if support services such as baby sitting would
increase attendance.

Problem 2, Manpower Shortage

Although many VECAA residents have worked hard to fur-
ther the aims of the organization, they have only scratched the
surface with regard to what could be done. I have asked South—
western College to sign a contract withthe VECAA organization
to provide a work - study student to the organization for ten
hours a week. The community's contribution to this student's
pay would be approximately $. 40 per hour. This student, who
would be a major in Urhan Studies or some related area, would
provide a continuing presence for the organization. He could
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The next VECAA meeting will be held
in March., Watch the News for time
and place.
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do the day~-to-day work of the organization, perform needed
research, representthe organization at various city meetings,
establish contact with various citv officials on a continuing
basis.
Problem 3, Lack of Funds
A treasurer will be appointed to handle the bookkeeping of
the organization. However,in addition, Iwill appoint a finance
chairmanwhose job itwill be to aggressively pursac additional
funds for the VECAA organization. Unfortunately, during the
last year we had not made an attempt to gather membership
duss from people living in the VECAA area.  Though the ov-
Lanization is presentlv solvent, it does poi have ibe funds to
aue some of the necessary activitios outlined iv this policy
staiement,  The cfficesrs inthe organization have given their
serviees i this arca. The BEvergreen News has boen dis-
tributed mwonthly without cost, TheVECAA organizetion has
increasced property values by s activities in relationship to
landlords, the city, and the real ¢stnte industry. FINALLY
NOW, IT IS THE COMMUNITY'S TURN, Money is necded to
pay for services such as work-study students, postage, issuing
reports, ctc. The finance caairman will devise o system by
which everyone in the community wiil be contacted for the mem-
bership fee. Since the cost of membership is only $2.50, we
ask your help.
Problem 4. Publicity
The publicity chairman will be asked to design bumper
stickers tobe providedto residents. These stickers will hope-
fully indicate that we as a neighborhood are concerned about
preserving onr community and want to make it a better place
in which to live. In addition, various types of functional ma-
terials will be created such as garbage disposal cans, benches,
ete. on which the VECAA logo will appcar,
Problem 5. Monitoring of Zoning Decisions
Recently, the Central Gardens Association submitted a plan
to the Planning Commission sothat the area would be rezoned
for single family dwellings, and that the single family charac-
ter of the area wowld be preserved. In our task force activ-
ities, which took place in the last year, much of the workwas
done by a zoning committee to prepare such a report ior our
VECAA area. I will have this commiitee immediately recon-
stitute itself; and that within 2 month it is to prepare this re-
post. This report will be publicized in the next issue of the
Evergreen News and a hearing will be held in the neighborhood
for everyone to comment on its content. Based upon these
hearings, the report will be reviscd and issued to the Planning
Commission for its consideration. In addition te this report,
I will have the work-study student immediately contact the
Planning Commissionto make sure that we obtain information
on every single rezoning which is proposed in this neighbor-
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hood. Ifthere are situations that you, the rvesidents know about,
please bring it to my attention and the organization will look
at the propesed rezoning and, ifdesirable,will lobby against
it,
Problem 6. Redlining by Insurance Companies
and Mortgage Companies.

There seeriz o he 3 adicaiion thal ipsurancs com-
panics i o or increasing deductables in

this aresa, I'urtheomore, fLoppears thatsoine of the morigogoe

e

are caneoe

7 ote provide funds for conventional

companies aie iess willi
fvans in the comral oty wren,

Thix problem of rodlining in-

aad polifical grestions, Iam going io appoint

pdotiand information to the com-
' ctederal raw was pasaed which reguires
mortgage instdntions (o make syvailasle inforination ws to which
puris of the cliy they rve
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woking Toams, His vy hope thal we

cre the savwzs {or these institutions are
coning ivom, Ifweliud thatl o purticulay nstitution has a large
percemtage of our rosidents who have savings accounts and yet
issues no ioans inthis araa,perbaps thore is o possibility that
we may be abic to oxhert pressure against those institu-
tions. I is imporiantthat we move aggreseively in this area
of making sure that mortgage money is available {or those fa-
milies wio wart to move into the VECAA area.
Problem 7. licnging Deterioration

My feeling is that the major prohlem in the neighborhood
at this tiwe, is the sclective deterioration of housing which is
taking place along our northernand western periphery, though
we f{ind it throughout the neighborhood. Tinding houses with
peeling paint, rotting wood, and cracked chimneys is not un-
usual. There are even some houses in the neighborhood which
have been abandoned.  The last issue of the Evergreen News
indicated that @ house along North Yarkway, which is a mag-
nificant structure, had been literally allowed {o deteriorate
and rot. Fortunately, this beautiful home was purchased by a
concerned resident who fixed it up., These types of situations
ought 1ot to he allowed inour ncighborhood. Theorefore, 1 pro-
pose to do 5 survey of the neighborhoodto indicate the houses
which have exiernal preblems which might he violations of a
code. We willthen meetwithench of these residents and land-
lords te find out if the outside of the siructure might be im-
proved. The airi of this program is to obtain voluntury com-
pliance with the standards of the neighborhood. Where we are
not able to obtain voluntary compliance, we will work closely
with the city code enforcement officials to obtain legal actions
against the offending houscholds. Ifwe find that the city codes
are not strong cncugh to obtain inis complianece, we will then
approach City Council for their examination of this particular
problem.

cna also find oul w

Episcopal
Church of the
Good Shepherd

1971 Jackson (at University)
SUNDAY SERVICES
7:30 A M. - Mass
9:30 A.M. - Church School
10:30 A.M. - Choral Communion
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
10:00 A. M. - Mass and Bible Study
THE REVEREND FATHER
CHARLES H. SYKES
RECTOR

454 N. Bingham
Just east of The Park off Broad 4

ITALIAN
&

- AMERICAN FOOD
PLATE LUNCHES
DINO'S
Southwestern
Grill

645 N. McLean Blvd., 27(6-9238




EVERY SUNDAY 7:30 pm

®ONOO

$8 CASH PRIZES $$ AGES 2-8

Minimum $515 Weckly

[ For the Total Child

PLANNED CURRICULUM
HOT LUNCHES
Dzily and Weekly Rates

T MONEAY- PRI

At LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL AT

MciEAN BAPTIST CHURCH

OPEN DOOR BIBLE CHURCH
1792 N. Parkway
Sunday School - $:30 a.m.
Morning Service -~ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Service - 7:00 ..

2'74-9440 L
Ut he Bible o von s

vou want fhae Bibile Chiret?

Problem &, Concern with Beautification
I i my attemnpt to, in the following year, create pride in
the neighborhood, Ours is wbeautiful aeighborhood, letts not tet
7 few people ruin it., Businesses must clean up lheir trash
and litter: citivens should be more concerned about making
sure that their houscs arc painted and their {alling gavages
are dismaniled; abandoned cars shiculd not appear on our front
lawne, T am therefore going to appeint a chairinan of a beou-
titjcation commiitee who will work on creating pride in this
neighhorhood. For example, we might work in oblaining trash
baskets in front of VECAA businesses which have a problem
with trash and litter. We might give awards to people for
planting especially beautiful flower gardens. We might work
to eliminate sources of noise pollution in the area. Further,
we mightbe able to work to establish closer relationships with
the City Beautiful Commission.
Problem 9. Littlec Knowledge of the Community
Development Program
I am going to take immediate actionto establish a closer
relationship withthe committee which is involved in the Com-
munity Development Program in the northern portion of our
neighborhood. I am willing to offer the technical expertise of
the neighborhood if it becomes necessary in evaluating the plan
which is going to be proposed in that portion of the neighbor-
hood. The chairman of the citizen group in that area will be
askedto serve as a member ofthe VECAA steering committee.
We are pleased that the residents in the area north of Vollin-
tine, east of Evergreen, and west of University are working
so diligently in making this a better neighborhood.
Problem 10. Problems of the Retired and Elderly
This neighborhood is extremely proud of the quality of the
clderly and retired pcople who live inthe area, some of whom
are lifelong residents. Unfortunately there are those who do
rot have the financial capabilities for dealing with their own
personal problems or for keeping their properties up to the
standard level. It is my proposal to develop a committee
dealing withthe problems of these residents. This committee
will develop a plan to clean, paint, and fix up properties of the
clderly unable to afford it.
western will be asked to provide their voluntary scrvices for
certain elderly people who have this problem. Furthermore,

The Kinrey Program at South-

contact will be made with social service agencics sud petrhaps
tunds can he selicited,
Probiemn 17, Rentad Property
It is iay proposalto petlandlovds inthe nven 1o fiv vpiheir
propertics and torentiomore stable Torailics el Tadividunls,
Furtbormore, VE
iooking for housing and apariment: nthe VECAS area, We

CAA s willing toodevelop o Titting of neople

will alse develop o tisting of Tandior o whe ave frying to rent
their properties,

Therc are oiher problems which have been outiined by the
various task forces which operated last vear, ineluding irans-
portation and education, Iwill address mysell to those issucs
in the coming months. I would urge any member of the com-
munity who has a problem or is willing to offer their help io
call me or write at the numbers and addresses lisicd clse~
where in this issue of the Evergreen News. If [ am not avail-
able, please leave your number with cither the operator at
Southwestern or with my family and I will call you back as
quickly as possible.

I have encloscd the following shori questionnaire. I would
appreciate it very much if as many residents in the neighborhoal
as possible would respoad to this survey and return it to me
in care of Southwestern.

Thank you very much lor your cooperation; I am indeed
honored to serve as the chairman of this organization. T sin-
cerely hope and feel that this will be an extremely productive
year for VECAA,

PIANO LESSONS for beginnors, 32 parlesson, Call
Tulic at 276-7176,

PART-TIME TYFIST NELDED , Lawyer's office, fles-
ible hours, no logal experience necossary, Coll os
see Richard W, Foster, 2206 Jackson, 278-7641,

staff: editors: rick thomas, karen tynes/nows: georgoe
bradfute, kris menard, marty thomas/art-copy: brad mc-
millan/typing: kendy kallaher, sallec bruhwiler/business:
shirley johnson/prirting: ccurtesy southwestorn at mem=—
phis

Porteous

OPEN MONDAY TilRU SATURDAY

PARKWAY HOUSE
BEAUTY SHOP

Garage
SROUND [ LOGOR = .
o Sl Private Dining Room

ITALIAN & AMERICAN FOOD

Little Italy

TREE Lube with purchasc of

Seating 40

oil change and
filler
Tune-Up (Parts & Labor)--%26

Open Monday thru Friday

1553 Overton Park Avenue

IRVIN SACHRITZ |
T61-1310 or  276-6216

NEW YORK LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

276-1489 899 Sheridan

APM-TAM

TUESDAY - SUNDAY
1580 VOLLINTINE 272-2600




WRECKER SERVICE
MECHANIC ON DUTY

ED CISSOM'’S

EXXON

585 N. McLean

Gulf
\ 4

274-1881

BILL & JIM'S

GULF SERVICE

MECHANIC ON DUTY
LES TAYLOR and DAVID ROGERS

1712 JACKSON

CLOSED MONDAYS

FINE BAKERY GOODS

John s Bakery

278-5022 1688 Jackson 276-8431

| To be filled out and returned to: ‘}
| I |
| Mike Kirby |
| 9% Southwestern at Memphis |
I 2000 N. Parkway |
i Memphis, TN 38112 I
I I
I [
| Name |
I l
| Address |
I I
I I
{ 1) Do you have any problem in your part of the neigh- |
| borhood that VECAA should deal with? |
| Explain |
[ |
I [
| I
| I
| |
! 2) Are you willing to pay the $2.50 that VECAA char- |
| ges for annual family dues ? |
I |
| 3) Would you be willing to work on any of the problems |
! or committees discussed in this issue? |
| Explain |
| I
| !
| I
I I
I I
e e e e _
NEEDED. Individualor family todistribute the Evergreen

News in the University Cabana Apartments.

2668.

Requires a-
bout five hours a month. Call George Bradfute at 272-

Around The Neighborhood

A free income tax counseling service will be availa-
ble this year to senior citizens at Lewis Center for Senior
Citizens, The service, sponsored by the National Retired
Teachers Association in cooperation with the Internal Re-
venue Service, will be offered from Feb, 2 to April 15,
Appointments can be made by calling 272-7408,

Welcome to one of our newest neighbors. REBECCA
LEIGH was born last monthto CHARLES and ANN GOFORTH
of 1867 Monticello Drive., Charles is a planner for Col-
loredo, Inc., whileAnnrecently "retired" fromthe nursing
profession, The Goforths also have a six-year-old daugh-
ter, LESLIE.

The Vollintine-Evergreen Community Action Asso-
ciation (VECAA) is a non-profit neighborhood organi-
zation founded in 1970. Its boundaries are roughly
Watkins, Cypress Creek, Trezevant and Overton Park
Avenue. VECAA's initial goal was to enhance and
maintain a stable biracial community with quality hous-
ing, services and facilities. It has been active in pro-
moting stability, assisting in school desegregation, op-
posing commercial rezoning and in general promoting
those activities that serve to create a viable mid - town
community.

-Volhntme Evergrecn Commumty Nction Asqocmtlon.
{1976 NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP 1976

INAME__ :

:ADDRESS

E-Membership $2.50 - Individual, Tamilv, Business:
:Make checks payable to VECAA. M :
-Send to: Mrs. Janet Leonard S
: 1729 Tutwiler Avenue
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8PM. EVFRY MONDAY
16 Games—%$75 Min. Prize
3 Cards $5, 4th Card FREE

Jackpot

Fred’s L
Barber Shop

1697 JACKSON at EVERGREEN
FREE PARKING

Haircuts-$1.75
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$1500 - 50 Numbers or Less

L1000 Min. —51 Numbers and Up
§200 Consolation

Buron Hirsch Ladies Auxiliary
(Lighted Parking Area)
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Arts,Crafts& Frames
0% Off With This Ad
On Frame Orders Placed in Jan.
137+ Overton Park Avenue
(Near Crosstown Theatre)
. James

COLOSTOMY BAGS
AND APPTIANCTC
WL, CHAT

I'or rent L s

@18Z1v.C NOSHOVI €0LL
01703 JACKSON 2741281@
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272-7610




