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VECAA Proposes Rezoning

For over a year various committees of the Vollin-
tine/Evergreen Community Action Association have been
working on various aspects of a neighborhood plan.
The greatestamount of effort has been expended on the
development of recommendations for rezoning certain
portions of the community. The proposed zoning chan-
ges have been approved by the VECAA Steering Com-
mittee and are being presented through this article to
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GEORGE BRADFUTE and JERRY JORDAN. HERSHEL LI -
POW of the City's Policy Planningand Analysis Office
has served as an advisor.

Zoning representsa policy guide for the preserva-
tion and growth of a neighborhood. When developed in
conformity with a city-wide comprehensive plan, it is
alegal regulatory method of controlling land use. Zo -
ning is probably the mcst commonly used tool to imple-

the general public. A hearing is scheduled for April
19 (see announcement below) in order to allow commun-
ity feedback on the recommendations.

Those community residents who have worked to de-
velop these zoning recommendations are JOE HOUGH
(chairman), JIM KINCAIDE, RICK THOMAS, PETE MACE,
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ment a city's residential, open space, institutional,
industrial and commercial goals.

Most of the zoning districts in Memphis were drawn
up many yearsagoand, although some variances have
been granted, most areas still have classifications of

long standing. An implication of this is the fact that.

many neighborhoods, including the V/E community, are
characterized by land uses that do not correspond to
the zoning districts.

Asindicated by the code numbers on the accompa-
nying map, the V/E area is primarily zoned for duplex
usage, R-3 areas are zoned for duplex, R-1 and R-2
for isngle-family usage, R-TH for townhouses and R-4
for apartments. Other code numbers include C-1 and
C-2 for commercial usage and O-2 for office zoning.

The V/E community is predominanily characterized
by single-family dwelling units with duplexes concen-
trated along such streets as Watkins, Jackson and
Brown. Major apartment complexes are located on U-
niversity, North Parkway, Overton Park and Watkins.
The neighborhood also has anabundance of institution-
al uses such as Southwestern, the National Cotton
Council and numerous schools and churches. Several
commercial centers nrovide convenience shopping with-
in the neighborhood. Additional businessesof a city -
serving nature are located onthe periphery ofthe area.

From an analysis of the existing zoning districts,
the existing land use and a variety of other factors,
the committee determined that a major consideration
had to dowith the fact that most existing usage (i.e. ,
single-family dwellings) does not conform to existing
zoning (i.e., duplex). Therefore, it would be possi-
ble for developers to remove most of the houses and
replace themwith duplexes. Although thisisnot like-
ly, VECAA officers feel that the zoning should conform
to the usage while maintaining an adequate variety of
housing in the neighborhood. This disparity between
zoning and usage provided the basis for the major re-
commendations in this proposal.

The shaded areas on the map represent areas re -
commended forrezoning. The following proposals have
been made by the planning committee:

1) Rezone all areas presently zoned R-3 (duplex)
but predominantly occupied by single-family
dwellings toan R-2 classification. This is A-
rea Ion the mapand affects much of the neigh-
borhood.

R-3 zoning would be retained in areas now
characterized by extensive duplexdevelopment
(suchas the lots facing Jackson between Wat-

kins and Evergreen) and areas that serve as a
"buffer" getween other usages and single-family
usage (e.g., the duplexes around the Univer-
sity Cabanas).

2) Rezone the area in the northeast corner of the
community from R-4 to R-2. This is Area II
and the rationale forrezoning is the same: most
of the usage is single-family.
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Rezone the northeast corner of Tutwiler and
McLean from C-2 to O-2, The present usage
is as a residence/dental office. Such rezon-
ing would allow for current usage to continue
but would lessen the potential for commercial
expansion along Tutwiler.

All otherareas would remain as they are presently
zoned. The purpose of these recommendations is to
assure the preservationof the singiz-family resident-
ial nature of the neighborhood while allowing for an
adequate number of duplex and apartment units., With -
in the context of a comprehensive neighborhood plan,
these recommendations will provide quidelines for the
future growth and preservation of the entire VECAA com-
munity.

Classifieds

WANTED. Settled womanto share home., Long-time
resident seeks companion., Very reasonable rent,
879 N. McNeil., Call 276-5331.

FOR SALE. Maledachshund. Four monthsold, re-
gistered, Call 272-3164.

FOR SALE. 1974 Karmann Ghia. 14,000 miles, per-
fect condition. Owner leaving country. Call 278~
5171

FOR RENT. Duplexapartment. 3 bedroom, 2 bath ,
charm of older home with remodeled kitchen and
bath, fireplace, basement. Ideal for two room-
mates with second private entrance. June occu-
pancy, $185 month. 679 N. Idlewild, 274-8709.

WINDOW AIR CONDITIONERS thoroughly cleaned
and checked. $17.50 for one unit or $15 per unit
for two or more, Call Ed Wingfield, 274-3840.

Church of the
Good Shepherd

1971 Jackson (at University)
SUNDAY SERVICES

REGISTRATION :
Episcopal NOW BEINGACCEPTED ITALIAN
Little Flower &

School
1976-77 School Year
Grades 1-8
1644 Jackson at Belvedere

AMERICAN FOOD
PLATE LUNCHES

7:30 A.M. - Mass

DINO’S

9:30 A.M. - Church School
10:30 A.M. - Choral Communion
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
10:00 A.M. - Mass and Bible Study
THE REVEREND IFATHER
CHARLES H. SYKES

EVERY SUNDAY
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At LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL
$$ CASH PRIZES $$
RECTOR Minimum $515 Weekly

7:30 pm

Southwestern
Grill

645 N. McLean Blvd. 276-9288




Meet The Neighbors
by Kris Menard

TORBJORN SALL of Hoor,Sweden, is currently spending

the year with Nancy and Jim Vest of 667 N. Idlewild. Spon-

sored by the International Cultural Exchange program, he is
a senior at Central High School.

During his previous school year in Sweden, he saw a
notice for the exchange program posted on the bulletin board.
After writing a detailed biographical paper and obtaining the
recommendations of several people, Torbjorn was chosen
from all the youth of Sweden to participate as an exchange
student. It is easy to see why such a personable, intelligent
young man was selected for the honor.

Coming from a small industrial town of 5, 000 citizens,
Memphis was not the shock some people might suppose. Torb-
jorn agrees that all major metropolitan areas are much the
same, regardless of location. However, he doesn't like
riding in the car so long betweendestinations which living in
Memphis requires.

In Sweden he began his study of English at the age of nine
and has a remarkable comprehensionof the language. (Speak-
ing of languages, Mr. Vest is a French professor at South-
western University. Inexchange for French lessons, Torb -
jorn is teaching Swedish to Mr. Vest.)

Although he was familiar with American history and geo-
graphical divisions, Torbjorn says there is a more distinct
difference between Northern and Southern attitudes than he
had originally supposed. Americans, he observes,are even
more friendly and open than their reputation. The distance
on maps of the United States are misleading, and this is a
larger country than he thought. However, Sweden and the
United States are both highly industrialized nations and the
difference between life styles is minimal.

I-B Meeting

The City's Community Development Office held a-
nother in its series of meetings concerning the I-B
priority area. The portion of the V/E area affected
is that bounded by Vollintine, Evergreen, Cypress
Creek and University. Residents in this area are
being asked to provide input into the City's plans
to spend nearly $3 million onimprovements in this
part of the City. THE NEXT MEETING ON THE I-B
PRIORITY AREA WILL BE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21 at
McLean Baptist Church at 7:30 p.m. You have to
attend to influence the way inwhichthis money is
spent.

The school system he has found is somewhat different
here. In Sweden the lower school system spans nine years
of obligatory subjects. After successfully completing these
courses, a student progresses to a higher school for aper-
iod of two or three years, depending on the course of study.
A student must declare a course of study before proceeding
to this higher school. Ninety percent of Swedish youth con-
tinue to higher education. Torbjorn has chosennatural science
as his field.

Students all over the world are similar,Torbjorn states.
A few minor differences do exist. Because one must be 18
before obtaining a driver's license in Sweden, there is less
emphasis on cars among students. However, most students
have their own motorcycle and this is their major source of
transportation. American rock music is popular inSweden.
Alice Cooper and David Bowie were not strangers to Torb -
jorn. There are however, fewer social activities associated
with schools in Sweden. A person irterested in athletics
joins a club specializing in that sport. The membership fee
is nominal, and all equipment and facilities are supplied by
the state. Because these clubs draw members from large
areas, much of the competitive spirit among schools seen n
this country does not exist in Sweden. Swedish students do
seem to possess a better attitude toward their studies.There
is more emphasis on the exams in Sweden, and less on home-
work assignments. After completion of this higher school ,
all students go into one year required military service. Af-
ter this, 25% of the students proceed to one of the five state
universities. All expenses are paid by the state and the fields
of study are quite specialized.

Food is an international interest. Pumpkin pie and tur-
key are two American favorites Torbjorn has discovered.
Swedes drink more milk and eat more potatoes than Amer-
icans, however.

Torbjorn's first Christmas in America was net muchdif
ferent from those in Sweden, although there is more reli -
gious emphasis in our celebration. ™ Sweden 90% of the
people who attend church are over 60 years of age.

Before Torbjorn returns to Sweden the Vests hope to
take a trip through the country. He would like to go west to
see the Grand Canyon and the Rocky Mountains. He has also
enjoyed several family camping trips with the ¥sts.
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8PM. EVFRY MONDAY
16 Games—S375 Min. Prize
3 Cards $5, 4th Card FREE

Jackpot

G ol Y Fred’s o
Barber Shop

1697 JACKSON at EVERGREEN
MEN AND WOMEN

Haircuts-$1.75

BORG PHARMACY

?ﬂbﬂ&

31500 - 50 Numbers or Less

S1000 Min. —51 Numbers and Up
$200 Consolation

Buron Hirsch Ladies Auxiliary
(Lighted Parking Area)

B I NG O

Arts,Crafts & Frames

A Creative Frame Shop
Shadow Box Framing
Custom Needle Art Framing
1373 Overton Park Avenue
(Near Crosstown Theatre)
Ronald O. James

WE DELIVER! !
WE CHARGE!!

Our Statements Give You
A Record For Your Tax
Or Insurance

BORG_PHARMACY

@1703 JACKSON 2741281@

®18¢21v.¢ NOSMOVI E0LI@

272-76-10




WRECKER SERVICE

BILL & JIM'S CLOSED MONDAYS

MEISERALS (i S w GULF SERVICE FINE BAKERY GOODS
ED CISSOM’S MECHANIC ON DUTY 5
EX XON LES TAYLOR and DAVID ROGERS @] @QFZ S B@K@IE)Y

585 N. McLean 274-1881 1712 JACKSON

278-5022 1688 Jackson  276-8431

Evergreen Thumbs

by Karen Tynes

Spring has brought storms, tornadic winds and all those
beautiful azaleas thatabound in the V/E neighborhood. This
is one of the lovliest times of year despite the weather as
there are so many homes that feature not only azaleas but
dogwoods, tulips, jonquils and hyacinths. The J. W. Hydes
at 1858 Rainbow Dr. have a garden that often stops traffic.
Mr. Hyde has over twenty different varieties of Azaleas in-
cluding a "Treasure', that is over fifty years old. It was
originally planted by Mrs. Hydes father, C. C. Jones and
came from his garden. Mrs. Hyde has also been active in
beautifying Memphis for years. She worked on the City
Beautification Committee that designed and planted the dog-
wood and crepe myrtle trees along Riverside Drive some
thirty years ago under Mayor Crump.

The central feature of their garden is a low brick wall
that encloses the backyard. Against this they have planted
every imaginable color of azaleas. Earlier in the year they
had a show of crocuses blooming at the base of the huge trees
that line the side of their property. Even when the azaleas
finish blooming, their yard is one of the lovliest in the neigh-
borhood. Mr. Hyde can often be seen working outside and
loves to show his place to interested passers-by.

Another interesting garden is Lou Coffey's at 672 N. Bel-
vedere. She has camellias as well as the azaleas. Her gar-
den even includes a wild azalea which, although not as showy
as the hybrids, are well known for their heavy fragrance.
Behind their yard proper they have a wilder place that is
fenced and kept locked to furnish a sanctuary for birds. Even
here though there are roses and iris and a profusion of vio-
lets that make the street side attractive.

There are, of course, many others. In the block of
McI.ean between Jackson and Vollintine almost every house
looks like an advertisement from a seed catalogue. If you
haven't seen them yet be sure to drive by during the next
couple of weeks. JacksonAvenue provides some spectacular
displays also. The yards at 896 Kensington and 2067 Hall-
wood are other places that deserve special mention. And,
of course, all of N. Parkway from Watkins tothe park is just

beautiful this time of year. So, when the rain stops and the
sun comes out, take a tour, by car, bike or even on foot,and
see the spring sights your neighborhood has to offer.

Circulation

The distribution of the Evergreen News has been
taken over by the recently-reactivated VECAA com-
munications committee and various improvements
are being made-to assure fast and thorough circu-
lation., JOE HOUGH, chairman of this committee,
wants anyone who is not receiving the News on a
regular basis or who wants to deliveron his street
to call him at 274-5551.

The Vollintine-Evergreen Community Action Asso-
ciation (VECAA) is a non-profit neighborhood organi-
zation founded in 1970. Its boundaries are roughly
Watkins, Cypress Creek, Trezevant and Overton Park
Avenue. VECAA's initial goal was to enhance and
maintain a stable biracial community with quality hous-
ing, services and facilities. It has been active in pro-
moting stability, assisting in school desegregation, op-
posing commercial rezoning and in general promoting
those activities that serve to create a viable mid -town
community.
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:ADDRESS
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OPEN DOOR BIBLE CHURCH

Morning Service - 10:45 a.m.

“If ii's the Bible you want,
you want The Bible Church™

McLEAN BAPTIST CHURCH

1792 N. Parkway
Sunday School - 9:30 ;. m. Porteous PARKWAY HOUSE
I?vening Service - 7:00 p.m. Garage Q’ F12-9686 My

OIL CHAIIGE, LUBE

; | and OIL FILTER
For the Total Child s SRR 1 RVIN SACHRITZ
PLANNED CURRICULUM v .
HOT LUNCIHES Tune-Up (Parts & Lahor)—$26 7611810 or 276-6216
D'ul\ and Weekly Rates : < Hhki Tt -
ARt Pl S AT Open Monday thru Friday NEW YORK LIFE
AGES 2-6 274-9440 1553 Overton Park Avenue INSURANCE ZOMPANY

276-1459 899 Sheridan

OPENM(\DAY THRU %KAY

BEAUT" SHOP

GROUND FLOOR
1960 N. PAREWAY
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