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Douse Notes 
by Mike Kirby 

During the summer VECAA undertook a survey of HOUS
ING CONDITIONS in the neighborhood. WILLIAM BOOKER, 
the Soull:twestern work-study student, ide ntified the probleLl 
hous es in the neighborhood byusinga standard rating form. 

The survey was undertaken for the following reasons: 
(l) V E C A A has been receiving numerous complaints 

from r esidents concerning various properties, 
(2) a visual inspection indicated there were some hous 

ing problems, 
(3) some houses have seemed to be perpetual problems 

throughout the years, 
(4) acting on individual complaints was a piecemeal and 

ineffec tual way of improving the area's housing. 
Before discussing the r esults of the survey, some points 

should be m ade concerning the City's housing code and 
VECAA housing standards. 

(l) The housing code is based on "political acceptance, 
minimal legal problems and capacity to be easily adminis
tered." 

(2) The housing code is base d on the health and safety 
of a unit; VECAA is more inter es ted in external appearance. 

- (3) The City housing code is interested in minimal stan
dards; VE CAA is interested in maintaining an attractive, 
desirable neighborhood. 

(4) The City housing code is administered by a small 
number of inspe ctors who have a responsibility for an entire 
city. They cannot give constant attention to one neighbor
hood such as VECAA. 
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(5) This leads to the inevitable conclusion that VECAA 
must use its resources to work directly with offending own
ers if it wants a more desirable neighborhood. Only where 
the conditon is especially bad will the City be a factor . 

The housing survey found that 101 dwelling units in the 
neighborhood were characterized by a minor pro b 1 em, a 
major problem or deterioration. The following chart sum
marizes the extent of the problem for single-family dwell
ings and duplexes. 

Type of Unit 
Single-family 
Duplex 

Minor 
35 
26 

Number of Units 
Major Deteriorated 

21 1 
18 0 

Before analyzing these figures it should be noted that 
there are about 5200 housing units in the neighborhood. Ap
proximately 17% of thesearemulti-family, 17% are duplexes 
and 66 % are single-family . 

The figures indicate the following: 
* 56% of the problem units were single- family dwell

ings. This constitutes a lower percentage than the 
total single-family units in the neighborhood and in

. dicates that this type of housing is thebes t main-

. tained. 
* 44% of the duplexes have some type of problem. This 

constitutes a higher percentage than the tota l dup
lexes in the neighborhood indicating that most of the 
area's problems relate to this type of uni t. 

* units \Nith problems constitute less than two percent 
of the total dwelling units in the neighborhood. 

* there is only one truly deteriorated property in the 
neighborhood. 

* of the identified units, Gl% have minor problems and 
39% have major ones. 

* since Vollintine Courts improved its appearance, 
there are no multi-family units displaying significant 
problems. 

To determine the geographical distribution of these 
houses, the neighborhood was roughly divided into four qua
drants with JacksonAvenue and Eve r gr een as the east-west 
and north-south axes . Most of the problem units were in the 
western half of the neighborhood with virtually none located 
in the east. Most of those in the eastern half were concen
trated in the northwest quadrant; virtually all of the major 
problems were found here. At this time we stilldonotknow 

~ 
~ Meetings 

A general VECAA meeting will be held on Sun
day , December 12,a t First United Luther an 
Church ( 1542 Jackson). This opportunity will 
be used to discuss the victories (and defeats) 
of your neighborhood organi zation during 1976 , 
as well as proble ms to be faced and activities 
planned for 1977. Come and bring a neighbor . 
The meeting is planned for 3 p . m. 

NOT TO BE PLACED IN MAILBOXES 



tlle proportion or the problem units that :1.re r enta l as op
posed to owner- occupi ed. 

What a r e the implications of this housing s urvey for the 
Vollintine/ Everg:r een community? The problem units con
stitute a s mall percentage of the total units. Howeve r, their 
high visibility requires im mediate action to bring these 
houses in compliance with neighborhood standards . Because 
they constitute a small percentage of the total units , dealing 
with this problem is manageabl e . 

The larges t perce ntage of units are located in the nor th
west quadrant. Neighbors fro m this area must volunteer to 
work with housing chairman JOE SOHJV[ in directly contacting 
the owners of these problem houses. A combination of l egal 
action by the city and direct contact by the neighborhood is 
necessary if this housing problem is to be solved. 

The survey also found that only 4 7 houses (less than one 
percent) in the neighborhood are for sale. This is not an 
unusual figure for a neighborhood such as ours . 
PLEASE, IF YOU ARE WILLING TO HELP CONTACT THE 
OWNERS, CONTACT JOE SOHM TO VOLUNTEER YOUR 
SERVICES. 

Holiday 
Calendar 

December 
8 -

12-

19 -

Williamsburg Christmas Party at McLean B ap tis t 
Church at 7 p.m. This is a banquet supper during 
which all of the church choirs, dresses in Colonial 
attire, will pres ent an informal Christmas program. 
Candlelight Carol Senice at Trinity Methodist Chur.ch 
at 7 p.m. 
Graded Children's Choirs present musical Christmas 
program at McLean Baptist Church at 7 p . m. 
"Amahl and the Night Visitors" by Gian-Carlo Me
notti will be performed at Trinity Methodist. The 
Chancel Choir will present the musical at 7 p.m. u
sing a special stage constructed in the sanctuary. 
Special Christmas Service by the choir at Springdale 
United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. 
"So Great a Gift" will be pe rformed by the Chancel 
Choir of Lindsay Memorial Presbyterian Church at 
ll a.m. 

- The Christmas cantata "Night of Miracles 11 by J.W . 
Peterson to be presented at Open Door Bible Church 

a t n p.m. 
- The McLean Baptist Sanctuary Choir will prese nt a 

Christmas cantata at 7 p . m. 
22 - Festival of Lessons and Carols at Church of the Good 

Shepherd at 7:30 p.m. 
24 - Christmas Eve Se rvice at McLean Baptist at 7 p.m. 

- Candle light Service at Evergreen Presbyterian Church 
at 7:30p.m. 

- Service of Carols (ll p.m. ) followed by the Celebra
tion of the Nativity with choral eucharist and sermon 
at Church of the Good Shepherd. 

- Christmas Eve Service at First United Lutheran 
Church at 7:30p.m. 

- Midnight Mass followed by traditional breakfast at 
St. Theresa (Little Flower) Catholic Church. Child 
dren's Mass will be held at 6 p.m. 

25 - Mass at 8 a . m. and 10:30 p.m. at Little Flower. 
- Choral Eucharist and Sermon at Chruch of the Good 

Shepherd. 

MMIA Meets 
The Mid-Memphis Improvement Association (MMIA), the 

community organization direc tly to the south and partially 
overlapping the VECAA area, elected officers at its annual 
meeting on November 14. The new president is Mrs. WAN
DA GOODMAN of 247 Stonewall. Vice-president is JAMES 
ALLISON of 438 Stonewall. Also in the election, Mrs. LYNN 
PIZZIRUSSO of 1753 Autumn was voted in as secr etary and 
Mrs. KAY PORTMAN of 1741 North Parkway as treasurer. 
Miss AGNES BOWE is the immediate past president . 

MMIA 's planning committee presented a general r ecom
mendation concerning the residential zoning of the neighbor 
hood. The recommendation, subje c t to r efinement, calls 
for most areas to be zoned in accordance with current pre
dominant usage. Two areas were recommended for rezon
ing for single-family dwellings, one of which is now zoned 
duplex and the other for apartments. 

The area presently zoned for duplexes is bounded by ap
proximately Evergreen, Garland, Poplar and Nor th P ark 
way. The area zoned for apartments is generally along P op
lar Avenue. Both of these areas have been primarily s ingle
family for over 50 years . Since no change is seen i n the 
near future for development in accordance with the current 
zoning, MMIA believes that rezoning to a single-family ca
tegory offers encouragement to homeowners \vishing to main
tain and improve their property. (A similar rezoning pro
posal was developed last spring by VECAA.) 

r7 EVERY SUNDAY 7:30 pm 

®CD®©@ 
At LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL 

$$ CASH PRIZES SS 
-More Games!! More Money!! 

1/or the Total Child-
PLANNED CURRICULUM 

HOT LUNC HES 
Daily and Weekly Rates 

· 7/• . . M. - f,P . M . MONDJIY-FR!Di\Y 

/ For Your 
Holiday Shopping 

Jackpot 
Treasure 

Chest 

• 

Limited Edition Prinu by 
BRAD McMILLAN 

Satiric & Comic Views of 
Doctors, Lawyers, Cat 
Lovers and Dog Lovers. 

2075 Madison #9 
JUST OUT! l 6x20" Sepia pririt 

"THE PLANT LOVERS" 

AGES 2- 6 274-9440 

Me LEAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
/ 

f 

I~ BILL & JIM'S 

~TIRE SHOP 
~NEW HUNTER FRONT-END 

ALIGNMENT EQillPJVlENT 
Mechanic-Les Taylor 

1712 JACKSON 278-5022 

Silver , Crys tal, T ableware , 
P ottery , Clothes , Nic- Nacs , 
and much, much more . . . 

643 No McLea n 
272 - 3 718 

The C haffee ' s 
& The Tat e ' s 



LINDSAY MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Corcoran Garagel 
I 

OIL CHANGE, LUBE and OIL FILTER 
$9.95 With This Ad I 

PARENT'S AFTERNOON OUT! 
Saturday's 2-5 p.m. Ages 3-ll 

Games, Refres hments, Movies 

1663 Tutwiler at Dickinson 
274-1820 

Shepherd's Bell 
by Marty Thomas 

One of the area's most interesting antiques rests in the 
yard of one of the neighborhood's churches. The Church of 
the Good Shepherd,Episcopal, displays a large bell which, 
although undated, is presumed to be over a century old. The 
cast-iron bell was moved to the 1941 J a c k s o n site w he n 
the church moved there from its original location at Fourth 
and Mills Streets in North Memphis. 

When the move was made, the original plans called for 
the erection of a bell tower but this idea was even t u ally 
dropped. However, with the help of parishioners and inter
ested neighborhood residents , the bell was placed in its pre-

sent location and landscaping provided . Future plans call 
for the bell to be the focal point of a prayer garden. 

The bell is more than ornamental; it is rung in connection 
with a variety of church events. ·The bell rings ten minutes 
before both of the Sunday morning services, being struck 
ten to twelve times . Vestrymen must activate the clapper 
by hand in order to ring the bell. It will also be rung before 
Midnight Mass during the Christmas Eve Service of Carols. 

HOME FOR SALE- Attractive Englis h-style , 2 BR 
brick house . Large LR w/FP, New Gas Furnace, New 
Roof, Completely Redecorated Inside and Out, Near 
Stores, Bus and Schools. 883 N. Evergreen. 
272- 9665. 

~ 
I 

Tune- Up (Parts & Labor) - $26 

Open Monday thru Friday (Saturday by Appointment) 

1553 Overton Park A venue 
274-9743 

Town Meeting '76 
Beginning at 9 a.m. on Saturday, December ll, a spend

the-day Town Meeting will be held at the Lewis Center fo r 
Senior Citizens at ll88 North Parkway. The meeting is open 
to all and co-chairmen WALTER TURNER and MARLIN LAN
DERS hope to have 500 or more in attendance. 

Town Meeting 176 is designed to create a new S'Ocial 
means of allowing local citizens to effectively participate in 
the decision-making process of their communities . It: also 
seeks to spur individuals to responsible action and to foster 
good government by affirming the citi zens ' role in civic af

fairs. 
Participa nts leave the Town Mt> 3ting with a sense that 

what is thought, said and done not only matters to fellow ci
ti zens but, indeed, determines the future. By t.~e end o.ll. the 
day a 20- 50 page document detailing the day 's effort wi U be 
given to each participant. 

Memphis Town Meeting will also host a Children's Town 
Meeting to be held in conjunction with the full day evemt at 
the same location. Trained volunteers will lead childrem a
ges 7-12 in a celebration o£ the Nation's heritage, designed 

Circulation 
The distribution of the Evergreen News · has beem 
t aken over by th2 rec :~ ntly-reactivated VECAA com
munications CO i11mittee and various improvements 
are being made to assure fast and thorough circu
lation . JOE HOUGH, chairman of this committe e , 
wants anyone who is not re ceiving the News on a 
regular basis or who wa nts to deliver on his street 
to call him a t 274-5551. 

staff: editors : ri ck thomas, karen tynes / news: chris mena rd, 
marty thomas /art: brad mcmillan/photogra

dfute/typing: sallee bruhwiler/business : shlr
nting : coJtesy southwestern at memphis, 'j im 

bruce schisler, 
phy: george bra 
ley johnson/ pri 
god own . 

CLOSED MONDAYS \_ Episcopal 
FINE BAKERY GOODS 

k)OPEN DOOR BIBLE CHURCH 
1792 N. P arkway 

J~~J1S ~@~~lo/): 
1688 ,J ::tckson 27G- 84:ll 

II IRVIN SACHRITZ 

7lil-l8 l0 o r 271;-G2lli 

NEW YORK LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

89 9 She ridan 

Church of the 
Good Shepherd 
l ~l 7l Jackson (at University) 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
7: :30 A.M. - Mass 

9::; o A.M. - Church Sd wol 
l0: 30 A.M.- Choral Communion 

WED NESDAY SERVICE 
lO:OO A.M.- Mass and Bible Study 

THE REVEREND FATI-{EH 
CHARLES H. SYKES 

RECTOR 

Sunday S chool - 9::30 a. m . 
Morning Service - 10 :45 a .m. 
Evening Service- 7:00 p.m. 

"I f it 's th e Bible l' '"' wwll. 
y ou wan/ /he /3ibl<' Ch urch·· 

~isrs R t!pldCt!ll F /o ors L uvl!/cr/ 

BILL HAR T'S 

HOME REPA IR & FLOOR SERV ICE 

PhO III ! 2 /G -')541 
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J WRE C KER SER\lCE 
ME C HA NI C ON DCTY 

v NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL J Arts, Crafts& Frames Trinity Methodist 
A Creative Frame Shop 

ED CISSOM'S 
Kindergarten Shadow Box Framing 
3- I 4- and 5-Year Olds Custom Ne edl e Art Framing 

EXXON 8: 30 to 11:00 

585 N. II•! cLean 27-t-1881 173 8 Ga J.l oway 

to d7~elop within them a fuller sense of patriotic pride and 
an ::!\rareness of the challenges confronting them as citizens 
of the future. Child care for children under seven will be 
provide at no extra charge . 

Sponsoring organizations \\·orking together in this initial 
effort are: Memphis Jaycees, the Retired Person's Coun
cil, the American Association of Retired Persons, J. K. Le
wis Center for Senior Citizens, National Alliance of Senior 
Citizens, International Club of Memphis and McLean Day 
Care Center. 

There is a $2 registration fee which will be used to help 
defray expenses of participants' manuals and consultants. 
Coffee, snacks and lunce will also be provided for a 11 par
ticipants. 

Around The Neighborhood 
The Vollintine-Evergreen community was featured in a 

recent paper presented at a national conference on urban e
ducation. VECAA chairman ?.IIKE KIRBY and News editor 
RICK THOMAS described Southwestern's involvement in the 
effort to pres erve the surrounding residential area. The 
conference was held in Milwaukee on November 22-24. 

One of the city 's most prominent bakers has recently 
joined the staff of John's Bakery at Jackson and Evergreen. 
HERMAN BURKLE, former O\mer of the Memphis land~ark 
Burkle's Bakery in Overton Square, is now plying his trade 
in the V I E community. 

One of the neighborhood's new residents is M. BRUCE 
SCHISLER of 862 Kensington Place. Bruce, who is origi
nally from St. Louis, has been a resident of Memphis off 
and on for the past eight years . He is an assistant profes
sor in the philosophy department at Shelby State Community 
College and has consented to write for the Evergreen News. 

About twenty-five neighborhood residents attended t h e 
November 14 VECAA meeting on crime prevention. Are-

Address all co rrespondence to: The Evergreen News, 1906 
Mignon Avenue , Memphis, T:\" 38107. 

/ 

Mon. - Wed .-Fri. 
13'18 Ov.:lrton Park Avenue 
(Near Crosstown Theatre) 

Call 274-6895 Ronald 0. James 272-7640 

presentativefrom the Memphis PoliceDepartmentpresented 
a film and answered questions from r esidents concerning 
crime deterrence. Many of those present discussed their 
experiences and offered suggestions concerning this an no y
ing problem. Among the points emphasized by the police re
presentative were: 

* Identify callers before opening doors 
* Make sure windows and doors have adequate locks 
* A variety of inexpensive burglar alarm systems are 

available (dogs are not reliable) 
* Storm windows and doors serve as a deterrent (win

dow guards are dangerous in case of fire) 

V/E Membership Drive 
Continuing for the next few weeks households in the 

Vollintine/Evergreen community will be telephoned and the 
families asked to either become new members of VECAA o!' 
to renew their original memberships. 

In order for VECAA to be successful this · year, we are 
going to need your help. V.7hen you are contacted, please a
gree to pay the $2. 50 fa m i 1 y membership fee. Please 
mail your payment to the address shown below at your earliest 
con v enience. This money will help pay for services 
such as mailing, compiling reports, student assistants, etc. 

Issues such as zoning, redlining, housing deterioration , 
and problems of the retired and elderly have been only afew 
of VECAA 's major concerns. Your community organization 
needs your continued moral and financial support. 

.............. .. •' ~ ~ .................................. ... ..... ... ...... . 
Vollintine -Ev erg re en Community Actio n Associa tion: 
'1976 NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP '1976: 

NAME·--------------------------------------~ 

ADDRESS. ______________________________ ___ 

Membership $2 .50- Indiv iduaL Family , Business: 
Make checks oavable to VECAA . ~ : 
Send to: Mr. Irvin Sachritz $;:../!!'))};~ ; 

899 Sheridan Street ~~ ; 
Memphis, TN 38107. ~ : ................ .. .. ... .. -............................................ . 

ITALIAN N G 0 
& 

AMERICAN FOOD 

PLATE LUNCHES 

DINO'S 

Southwestern 
Grill 

8 P.M. EVERY MO NDAY 

16 GAMES- $lOG PRIZES 
$2 Per Card- 4 C ards $5 

Jackpot 
$1500 - 50 Numbers or Less 

$1000 Min. -51 Numbers and Up 
$2 00 Con sola tio n 

B,.Jron Hirsch Ladies Auxi liary 
'iollintwe at Ev e rg ree n 

B I N G 0 
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