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Summer kun

Summer always brings a special group of activities for
members of the V/E community. Listed below are just a
few of those availalbe. A quick telephone call for further
information can make this summer a busy one for all mem-
bers of your family.

For the eighth year the Forrest Avenue Playgroup will
be offered for children of walking age through kindergar-
ten. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9 a.m. until
noon, a planned program of activitiesis offered by ANNA -
BEL CONRAD and JOHANNA BURKETT. Enrollment is limi-
ted, so call early (278-9559) to make a reservation for
your young ones. MclLean Baptist Day Care Center will
remain open this summer, Mondays through Fridays. Ar-
rangements for enrollment can be made by calling PAT
GOAD at 274-9440, In addition, McLean Baptist will
sponsor a Bible School beginning August 1 for grades one
through six. Youth Week, for juniorand senior highages,
will be held at night beginning August 1.

The Lewis Center for Senior Citizens {55 vzarsandol-
der) is planning several trips. Included are trips to Ha-
waii, Eureka Springs, St, Louisand Nashville. There are
opportunities at the Center to participate in art classes,
craft classes, acard room, weaving and dancing. Lunch
is served daily for 75¢ to members. For further informa-
tion call SALLY PHILLIPS at 272-7408. Southwestern Col-
lege has recently completed 2 new swimming pool adja-
cant tothe tennis courts and lessons are being offered to
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swimmars of varvingability. Call DFBBIE THOMBLINSON
in the athletic department at 274 -1800 for additional de-
tails.

Evergreen Presbyterian Churchis sponsoring a Summer
Night Studies series again this year beginning Tune 5. It
has been enlarged to combina the efforts of seven chur-
ches in the Mid-townarea. The topics of study to be co-
vered include: Old Testament, New Testament, Personal
Devotion, Music and Worship, The Christian's Role in the
Tuture of Memphis, etc. There is also a complete nurse-
ry and youth proaram during the siudy sessions. Tor re-
servations call Dvergreen Presbyterian Church.

Also at Evergrecn, the recreation center will be open
at 1 p.m, every day this summer. Several ball teams are
now being formed forthose Istgradersonup. Tennis les-
sons are being offered at the Church for both children and
adults.

First United Lutheran Churchwill hosta German night
on June 10th. A covered dish dinner of German speciali-
ties will precede a program of slides anrd dancing. All
during the summer a paperback book drive will be uncder-
way with the proceeds going toc a needy family sponsored
by the Church. Books may be contributed to the Church
office anytime between 9 a.m, and 1 p.m,

Parting Shots

by Mike Kicby

Ed: VECAA president MIKE KIRBY has rcccived an unexpec-—
ted opportunity to spend a year in Washington, D. C., working
on a nationwide program in criminal justice.
ment begins June 1.

His appoint-
This is the second of two articles out-
lining projects he would like continued in his absence.

6) The organization needs to be vigilant about housing
deterioration. 1 suggest that a yearly survey be conducted
during the summer to identify those properties in the neigh-
borhood which do not meet neighhborhood standards. Then, 1
suggest a direct contactbeinitiated between members of VECAA
and homeowners, landlords and tenants whose actions violate
neighborhood housing standards. From the group of tenants,
landlords, and homeowners who arenotableto fix up their own
property, VECAA ought to make a commitment using volun-
teers from the neighborhood and various service organizations.
Further, for those who seem to have the capabilities of fixing
up their properties and refuse to, there ought to be direct con-
tact with the Department of Housing Improvement in the City
~f Memphis. Simlutaneously, attorneys for the neighborhood
ought tofile a complaint with the prosecutor in City Court so
that a legal disposition can be made on these cascs.

7) 1tis suggested that the neighborhood consider estab-
lishing some sort of conciliation service. Many times there
are bad feelings between neighbors which cannot be solvedby
direct interaction between neighbors. 1In this case, an out-
side party coming in to work with each of the affected neigh-
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Housing Board

V/E residents are urged to report housing-re-
lated problems they identify in the neighborhood to
VECAA's Housing Complaint Board. The Board
can deal with violations of the city's building codes
such as structural disrepair, weeds, litter etc.,
as well as other deviations from neighborhood stan-
dards. Action will also be taken in the area of ten-
ant landlord relations when they relate to neighbor-
hood goals. The Board is especially interested in
hearing about "undesirable activities', real estate
whether legal or i'legal, in our community. All
complaints, inquiries or comments shouldbe di-
rected to Board chairman JOE SOHM at 278-6962

bors can go a long way to creating peace and tranquilityin
the neighborhood.

8) Everyone mus! understand that this is a racially inte-
grated neighborhood and that VECAA works forboth the black
and white community. It must also be understood that we are
asking the black community toparticipate with us to a greater
extent. In addition, we in VECAA should be in the lorefront
working for open housing for Memphis so that whites can live
in Mid-town Memphis if they want to and blacks can live in the
suburbs if they wish. Both block-busting and racial steering
are highly undesirable and ought to be condemned by all en-
lightened Memphians.

9) The neighborhood needs to continue publicizing itself
as much as possible. Publicity creates interest in the organ-
ization and attracts people tolivein this part of Mid-town. It
also puts on guard the encmics of the neighborhood, in that
the neighborhood is monitoring their activities and will not
allow them to do things which are destructive of the neighbor-
hood.

10) Neighborhood meetings should only be held when there
areissues of burning concern. If anything, additional meetings
should be held if therc are more social occasions such as car-
nivals and neighborhood dinners. Most of the work of the or-
ganization should be done in committees. In addition, please
don't waitl for an invitation to give the VECAA committee your
assistance. There arc jobs to be done by everyone from the
most technically oriented to those who have good com mon
sense.

11) It seems to me that VECAA ought to understand the
importance of institutions such as Southwestern and the chur-

ches. These institutions have been supportive -of our organi-
zation and, in the case of Southwestern, students have offered
great resources toorganizations by conducting clean-up cam-
paigns in the ncighborhood, to a research of the neighborhood
and helping to paint housesin thencighborhood. Southwestern
provides this neighborhood with an identity in terms of those
residents who want to move into the neighborhood and city
officials who see the Southwestern campus as a bellweather
for the neighborhood. However, Southwestern will only con-
tinue to be an importantpartin the neighborhood organization
if the neighborhood continues to ask for its participation.

12) The neighborhood nceds to encourage enterprises such
as the recent redevelopment of Vollentine Courts and the re-
development of commercial areas. In addition, we need to
encourage many of the neighborhoodbusinesses to continue to
serve us in a very effective way; and, for those businesses
that have been unstable and transitory, we need to encourage
good management in the types of businesses which serve the
neighborhood.

Dear Editor ...

Ed.: This excerpt froma letter fromanew resident is be-
ing printed in hopes that the parents of the children in-
volved may be informed about a potential problem in the
area.

Dear Editor:

Perhaps you may be able to offer some advice on a
minor problem we are experiencing at our home at the cor-
nerof Mignon and McLean., We have two apple trees in
our side yard whichisupona stecep hill; the McLean side
is bordered by a three-foot concrete wall adjacent to the
sidewalk. The school kids from Snowden like to come in-
to the yard to get the apples ontheir way home from school
in the afternoon. As far as we are concerned, the chil-
dren are welcome to the apples, but I am concerned that
the horseplay and jumping off the concrete wall may e-
ventually cause a serious injury to one of the children.

Uf sccondary importance is the damage to the bran-
ches of the trees themselves and the mashing of apples
(and plums, too, incidentally) which makes it especially
messy and difficult to clean up. It has done no good to
ask the kids not to come into the yard as we are working
at the time it occurs and cannot monitor them. At times
there have been as many as 25childrenin the yard at one
time. We have also tried allowing the children to gather
freshly fallen apples off the ground. Although a number
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PARKWAY HOUSE
BEAUTY SHOP

Welcomes MOSSY CROCKETT
(formerly of Rosemary's Salon)

All Her Friends Are Invited to Come See Her
OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY

1960 N. Parkway 272-9686

Quality Foods

Supplements

Biodegradable Household Products
Fine Cosmetics
9:30-4:00 p.m. Except Mondays
Nutrition Lectures
Mondays - 7:30 p.m.

1852 Tutwiler 274-8951

nf children did cooperate with this request, others still
took advantage. We find apples thrown around ourhouse,
in our backyard, in our garage, not to mention in the
streets near the house. The Police Department was un-
able toofferany practical or constructive solutions, The
principal of Snowden, however, did monitor the corner on
May 20, instructing childrennot to gointo the yard. The
effects of this step remain to be seen. We certainly do
not want to have to resort to cutting the tree down, and
neither can we afford to havea fence put up. Perhaps o-
ther neighborhood residents have had similar problems.
Your advice would be greatly appreciated,

Sincerely,
Bob and Beth Olson

Commercial Areas

During the past year and a half much work has been com-
pleted on a neighborhood plan for the V/E community. Pre-
vious articles havediscussed suchaspects of the plan as zon-
ing and housing. Thearticle that follows deals with commer-
cial areas in the community.

Several commercial areas exist within the Vollentine-
Evergreen neighborhood to serve the shopping needs of its
residents. Those on McLean, Vollentine, Jackson at Ever-
green and Watkins at Brown are in the C-1 zoning district
The commercial area at Jackson and Watkins is zoned C-2
and is part of a much larger commercial district. Incidents
of nonconforming establishments are negligible. These com-
mercial areas are especially valuable to the neighborhood be-
cause they provide shopping facilities within walking distance
of many residents, vet remain relatively unobtrusive.

Business in the Vollentine - Evergreen neighborhood is
reasonably well established. Sixty-two percent of the current
businesses observed have been in operation here at leastfive
out of the past six years. Eighteen percent have been here
for between two and four of the past six years. Newbusi-

nesses, those which have been established within the past
year, account for 20 percent of all current businesses. The
most stable areas have been Jackson/Watkins and Jackson /
Evergreen, while the least stable has been Watkins/Brown.

New businesses have had mixed success in the V/E area.
Although nine businesses have located and remained here from
2-4 years out of the past six, eleven businesses have located
and failed here during the past six years.

Another itemofinterestin the Vollentine-Evergreen neigh-
borhood is the number of turnovers on its commercial sites.
Of 52 commercial sites observed 53% of the sites have re-
mained completely stable (have had no turnovers) within the
past six years. Six or 12% of the sites have turned over from
2-4 times, while 17 or 33% have turned over once.

At present (April, 1977) there are four vacant commer-
cial sites in the V/E area. One has been recently vacated
two have been vacant for the pasttwo years; and onc has been
vacant for at least the past six years.

By examining statistics for the failurc of new business,
the turnover on commercial sites, and the number of present
and recent vacancies, itcanbe held that the Vollentine-Ever-
green area could probably not support new business allowed
by more commercial zoning. The following should be noted.

1. Excluding a business cstablished within the past year
(it is too early to tell how these businesses will do), more
businesses have failed in the neighborhood than remained.

WANTED: Odd jobs. Painting (interior and exterior), re-
pair work, light carpentry. Neighborhood references.
Call Jim at 276-8315.

WINDOW AIR CONDITIONERS CLEANED. $18.50 per u-
nit; $16 per unit for two or more. Call Ed Wingfield at
274-3840.

Addressall correspondence to: The Evergreen News, 1032
Rainbow Drive, Memphis, TN 38107
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WRECKER SERVICE
MECHANIC ON DUTY

ED CISSOM’S

EXXON

585 N. McLean

274~1881

[couron Fred’s COUPON | Art & Custcm
Barber Style Shop

1697 JACKSON at EVERGREEN
With This Coupon
WOMEN & GIRL'S HAIRCUTS -$2.00

Frames
Shadow Box Framing
Custom Needle Art Framing

NEW ADDRESS: 433 N. Cleveland
Ronald O. James 272-7640

2. Although new busincsses constitute a significant per-
centage of total business, there are sufficient vacant lots and
frequent turnovers to allow new husinesses.

3. The only stable commercial area (over 507 of total
husiness located here for over live years) with no vacancies,
the Evergreen and Jackson arca has two residential tots which
arc zoned commercial. If the nced is pressing enough (and
the cost righty these could be bought for commercial sites.

Another aspect of the neighborhood should be examined
before censidering commereial zoning changes. There are
scveral C - 2 commerceial arcas on the periphery of the V/E
neighborhood.  The neighborhoodis servedby extensive com-
merceial establishmaents at the northwest and southwest boun-
dary on Summer.  These arcas contain a varietv of retail
cstablishments, supermarkets, garages, among many other
services. Thisisstillanother reason why commereial zoning
be retained to its present locations.

The Vollintine-Evergreen Coramunity Action Asso-
ciation (VECAA) is a non-profit ncizhhorhood organi-
zation founded in 1970. s boundarics arc roughly
Watkins, Cypress Creck, Trezevant and Overton Park
Avenue. VECAA's initial goal was to enhance and
maintain a stable biracial community with quality hous-
ing, services and facilities. It has been active in pro-
moting stability, assisting in school desegregation, op-
posing commercial rezoning and in general promoting
thosc activities that serve to ercate a viable mid - town
community.

R I R I R I R R R L R L R R RN RPN PP

tyollintine-Evergreen Community Action Association:
21977 NLw  AND RENEWAL MEMBLRSHIP 1977

e

SNAaMLE
{ADDRESS o
*Membership $2.50 - Individual, Family, Busincs s:

:Make checks pavable to VECAA. M

:Send to;  Mr. Irvin Sachritz £ QGAJ
899 Sheridan Strect B \

: Memphis, TN 38107 . s

.
Ssevcsesane

&
47ion

> v
LN
P L R LR T I N O R YRR R PR RN PR

Around The Neighborhood

The historic Galloway maunsion at 1822 Gverton Park
Avenue was sold at auctionon May 7, Dr., MARSHALL L.
KOONCE was the high bidder at $138,000, Although Dr.
Koonce plans to move into the 72-year-old house, he is
considering possibilitics for non-residential usage. He
also took an option to buy nine adjacent lots that are
zoned fortownhouses. . .Little 'l ower School, 1666 Jack—
son, is" planning a spaghetti-chicken dinner for 'riday,
June 17. Pricesarc $2 foradults and S$1 for children. The
community is invited. . . Numerous interesting programs
are planned for Junce by the Lewis Center for Senior Citi-
zens. Among them are a cardiopulmonary resuscitation
course (heginning June 13}, health screening by the Health
Deparimant’s mobile unit (June 1), cheese tasting party
(Junc 7. ) md tripg to TDureka Speinas (June 28-30), St.
Louis i co=22)and Liawaii Juiv12). . . Thanksare due
to severy! soorhhwoestorn studonts whe

5, throuah the school's
Kinney Program and VECAA, "adopted" a houseon Cak-
mont Place., They made minor repairs and have almost fi-
nished painting the exterior fora resident that was unable
to make improvements herself. . . Congratulations to DICK
and JULIE BORYS of 924 N. Idlewild who on March 16 gave
birth to ALEXANDIER JAMES, Dickis directorof the Coun-
ty's Pretrial Services and the family has lived in the com-
munity fornearly four years. Alexander has a sister who
is 22 months old. . . Welcome to new neighbors BOB and
BETH OLSON who moved to 1859 Mignon on April 1. The
Olsons are houseparents at a group home for teenage
girls. In their spare time they run a lapidary business
out of their home and Bob points out that he has certain
painting and woodworking skills that might be helpful to
some of the arca's elderly residents., The Clsons have
onc son, JUSTIN.

staff: cditors: rick thomas, karen tynes/news: chris me-
nard, jenniler pritehard, marty thomas/art: john b ryvan
typing: sallec bruhwiler, kendy kallaher/business: shirley
johnson/printing: courtesy southwestern at memphis

OPEN DOOR BIBLE CHURCH
1792 N. Parkway
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:45 a.m.
Evening Service - 7:00 p. m.
SIf s the Bible you want.
you want the Bible Church”

Silts & Jousts Replaced Floors Leveled

BILL HART'S
HOME REPAIR & FLOOR SERVICE

Phone 726-4489 24 Hr Answerng Soreoe

Episcopal
Church of the
Good Shepherd

1971 Jackson (at University)
SUNDAY SERVICES
7:30 A.M. - Mass
9:50 A.M. - Church School
10:30 A.M. - Choral Communion
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
10:00 A.M. - Mass and Bible Study
THE REVEREND FATHER
CHARLES . SYKES
RECTOR

CLOSED MONDAYS

FINE BAKERY GOODS

John s Bakery

1688 Jackson 276-3431

IRVIN SACHRITZ

T61-1810  or 276-6216

NEW YORK LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

899 Sheridan




