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Past Remembered 

By Patricia Terry 

JOHN COLLINS has lived at 1880 Lyndale with 
his brother, PAT, and his mother since 1946. History, 
real estate investment, CB radios and photography are 
among his interests, but mosl important of these is 
history, including some about our neighborhood's past. 

One nostalgic article reads, "There used to be a 
swimming hole in the bayou near McLean and Tutwiler, 
with water that rna y have been as much as five feet 
deep .• , •. Aside from water deep enough for swimming, 
there was a high and muddy bank which could be wa
tered and used for a bare- skin slide. It was a remote 
area then, with Italian farmers still growing vegeta
bles in the area where the modern streets of Stonewall 
and Overton Park meeL" 

Perhaps the swimming hole was still around when 
the first houses were built in the area around 1890. A 

small, warm community once existed south of Vollin
tine between McLean and Evergreen, known as Terry
town. The homes were built by the R .A. TERRY family 
who owned a dairy farm that John Collins remembers" 
The farm ran north of Vollintine, stretching from Mc
Lean almost to the North Watkins of today" Homes 
were built on 1 D-acre plots, and were located in the 
country at that time,' The community was practically 
self-sufficient, and even had its own Terrytown schooL 
It began to break up in 1911, when the Crump brothers 
left their Jackson Avenue store. By 191 8, developers 
were buying Terrytown land for new subdivisions. 

The home owned by the Collinse s was built a
round 192 8" John Collins' grandfather bought the house 
as an mvestmenL John, Pat, and Mrs. Collins moved 
into the house after World War IL The house is basi
cally the same today as when it was first built, except 
for the addition of a den and carport and some remo
deling upstairs. 
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"When my former neighbor, Mr. EVERETT PERKINS 
bought his home during the depression," says Collins, 
"the banks were allowing people to move in without 
pa-ying a deposit. All they had to do was to pay the 
notes" This was to pre~ent vandalism in the houses"" 

"During the '30's, the houses in the neighbor
hood were selling for $5,000-$6,000. The price is 
now about $40,000." 

"The third generation is living in some of these 
homes," says Mr. Collins. "That's what has an
chored the neighborhood" Southwestern has also helped 
in that respecto Very seldom do you see someone move 
from this area" Fortunately, it's a very desirable area 
-a lot of people are waiting for a house to buy here." 
A long-term resident of the neighborhood, Collins has 
seen some changes. "Many of the older people are 
gone;" he says" "Luckily, younger people have moved 
in. These homes are a real bargain for anyone." 

Collins would like to see VECAA create a com
mittee to contact new residents to show them what can 
be done with the homes, The committee would also 
try to improve the condition of the private home s in 
the area by suggesting needed repairs to the owners. 
He feels that race relations are better now than in the 
past, and that neighborhood improvement s h o u 1 d be 
VECAA 's primary interest today. He is concerned that 
VECAA isn't responding to the actual needs of the resi
dents, and suggested that the area be annexed by 
MMIA. 

John Collins and his family have lived in the 
area for 31 years, and- have no plans for leaving" Of 
his interest in the history of Memphis and the Vollin
tine/Evergreen community, he says that it gives him 
"a sense of belonging to something that's been there 
a long time." Thanks to him, some of that history has 
been pre served. 
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Nutrition Lectures 
Mondays - 7:30 p.m. 

274-8951 

participant's opportunities for a satisfying lonc:j~range 
career. 

for Women Panel discussions by working women, discussion 
groups and readings covering aspects of adult growth 
and the female v1ewpoint from religion to health care, 
course work on personal career-reiated finances and 
sup;;ort sessions led by' cr<"incd co,~nsc~crs are ir:c'.c
-J~-d 2.n the prog-r,Jm. SkiJls sc.(::1 as J.·est:me 'NI"itirl~--~-. j1_:L: 
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I 16 GAMES - $100 ?R~ 
$2 Fer Card-4 Carr:s :O'J 

Jackpot 
$1500 - 50 Numbers or i"ess 

$l000 Min. -51 Numbers and Up 
$200 Consolation 

Baron Hirsch Ladies Auxiliary 
1iollirrtine at Evergreen 
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Dec. l4:McLean Baptist, using a Dicken's theme, will 

have a Christmas Dinner and Music, Reserva
tions should be made as early as possible. 

Dec 1B:LindsayMemorialPresbyterian atits 11:00 a,m, 
worship service will pre sent "LOVE TRANSCEND
ING" by Peterson, 
Trinity Methodist w i 11 present "Amah! and the 
Night Visitors" at the 7:00 service, 
1'.:_1\_c__~ean Bantis~ choir will perform "Many Moods 
">t Christmas" i'lt 10:50 a,m .'\t the 7:00evening 

r_\f'J1r~t='. t-hF~ ;_.;3 nc:i'lg B\Jnr:h \1\Till present 11 Love 
-...:1~e T)c~-.;n" 
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:CARL'S 

be announced, A carnival is also planned at the school, 
5612 Shady Grove Rd,, on the 11th, For more informa
tion call the synagogue office, 274-3525, 

Editorial 
Recent controversy concerning Volle ntiN.· E! emen-

tary and its principal, ROCHESTER NEELY, has >bscur
ed the fact that Neely and his facult:J jr ~ ;i;.e b. I 
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r- Little Flower Sehool 
NOW REGISTERING 

FOR 1977-78 SCHOOL YEAR 
Grades l-8 

1644 Jackson Avenue 

·----., 

iRViN SACHRITZ I 

899 Sheridan 

1~:71 .J:wkson 1at LTnin:r·sity) 

:lUNDA Y SEHVICES 
7::311 A. i\:1. - :,la::os 

:e:::o A. ?11. -Choral Communion 
WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

lO:fJO A.M.- Mass and Bible Study 
THE REVEREND FATHER 

CHARLES H. SYKES 
RECTOR 



CUSTOM 
FRAMING 

by 
BRAD McMILLAN 

Original Artwork and Lim1ted 
Edition Prints 

At Studio: 1906 Mignon 272·2120 

Shop Talk 

There l.s a new business in the area" WES'S PRINT 
SHOP at 1574 Vollentine opened around the first of Sep
tember. WES BARRET and his wife LIZ are textile printers 
doing mostly T-shirts for various churches, schools 1 and 
civic C>':Jups, Besides their whole-sale tusiness, they 
also have .J re:;tail Jir;e of shirts with endless possibili-. 
ties. Ycu can get them to put your own color photo on a 
shirt 1 send a shirt-a-gram (a telegram on a shirt) or put 
on your initials. You a 1 so can buy packages of letters 
or emblems and do it yourself. They also have shirts with 
all the popular themes from Elvis to Star Wars. 

Wes, who was raised in this neighborhood and atten
ded Snowden, has also done a 1 o t of promotional work. 
He did the shirts promoting the Gri;z:zlies and Jfl ad e the 
World's Largest T-Shirt for RickDees. His shop is open 
from 9:30- 5:30 Monday through Friday and 10:00- 4:00 
on Saturdays. 

DIXIE CARPET CARE· 181 8 WINCHESTER SUITE 102 
CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING CARPET REPAIF 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL FREE ESTIMATES 
JIMMY HALL PHONE - 346-5£96; NIGHTS 363-1613 

The Volllntine-Evergreen Community Action Asso
ciation (VECAA) is a non-profit neighborhood organi
zation founded in 1 9 7 0. Its boundaries are roughly 
Watkins, Cypress Creek, Trezevant and Overton Park 
Avenue. VE C A A's initial goal was to enhance and 
maintain a stable biracial community with quality hotts
ing, services and facilities. It has been active in pro
moting stability., assisting in school desegregation, op
posing commercial rezoning and in general promoting 
those activities that serve to create a viable mid- town 
community. 

.......................................................................... 
:vollintine-Evergreen Community Action Association: 
: 1977 NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP 1977 . 
:NAME ______________________________________ ~ 

:ADDRESS -------------------------------------~ 
:-Membership $2.5 0 - ·Individual, Family, Bus in e s s: 
:Make checks oavable to VECAA. ~ : 

I Thought YouCJ Never Ask 

Help the Evergreen News publish the kind of neighbor
hood newspaper you want by expressing your opinion: 

l. How well is your paper delivered? 
Every month Occa siona lly ______ _;Seldom. ____ __ 

2. Do you enjoy reading the paper? 
Verymuch _____ Some _____ Not much _____ Not at all __ __ 

3. How do you like the cover pictures? 
Verymuch _____ Some __ Not much ___ Not at all __ __ 

4' vVOLild ycu J;ke to SeE. ,,~c;re qnn:·hk:3') Yes ·,0 

) • fTC'"·.Al would ~/0'.1 desc:--L!e the quality o.f t 1:1e :-.-.ewsJ.,::,tter') 
Excellent _____ Good -· ___ Fair c>oor ___ ___ 

6. 

Happenings 
Sports 
Meet the Neighbors 
VECAA News 
Feature stories 
New neighbors 
School news 
Church news 
Social news 

Do you 
read it? 

Would you like 
to see more? 

7. Is there anything else you would like to see? ____ _ 

8. Have you become aware of any new businesses be
cause of advertising in the newsletter? Yes_ No_ 

Optional: I would like to deliver the Evergreen News 
on my block. 

Name Addre_s_s ______________________________________ _ 

Phone ________________________________________ _ 

Optional: In order to determine the location and charac
teristics of our readers, we would appreciate your sup
plying the following facts. This section is optional but 
vour answers would let us know the opinions of the va
rious groups in our neighborhood. 

Name Addre_s_s ______________________________________ _ 

Age.~--~----.-~~--~--------------------
Number of people in family--=----=-----------------
Number of years in neighborhood ________________ _ 

Please cut thif' out and mail to: 

Evergreen News 
1032 E. Rainbow Dr. 
Memphis, TN 36107 

:Send to: Mr. Irvin Sachritz ~~l':'JrJ#. : • 899 Sheridan Street l ~ J : ._ _______________________ _. 
~ Memphis, TN 38107 • "•c•• : 
·································································~·· 

WRECKER SERVICE 
MECHANIC ON DUTY 

ED CISSOM'S 

EXXON 
585 N. McLean 274-lBRl 

I:CouPoN Fred's coupo'NJ 

Barber Style Shop 
1697 JACKSON at EVERGREEN 

With This Coupon 
WOMEN & GffiL 1S HAffiCUTS -$2.00 

Art & Custo:m 
Fran1es 

Shadow Box Framing 
Custom Needle Art Framing 

NEW ADDRESS~ 433 N. Cleveland 
Ronald 0. James 272-7640 


