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MLG&W EXPRESSES INTEREST 
IN RAILROAD PROPERTY 

By Kathie Jarmon Kerr 
The Seaboard System Railroad may be about to 

ring up its first sale of land along the abandoned 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad right-of-way. A 
spokesperson for Memphis Light Gas & Water said 
the public utility has taken some initial steps toward 
purchasing 1.83 acres of the right-of-way with ten
tative plans calling to build an electrical substation 
on the parcel. 

The property is near MLG&W's Mallory Pumping 
Station and is bounded by North Parkway on the 
north, the L&N strip on the south, Dunlap on the 
west and Ayres on the east. The area in question is 
120ft. wide, about the size of a city block. It is in the 
vicinity of Collins Chapel Clinic and Carnes Elemen
tary School. An electrical substation would be a 
large building housing high voltage equipment and 
cut off from public access by fences, says Alice 
Duke Hollis, supervisor of corporate communica
tions for M LG&W. Plans for the substation are not 
firm at this point, she added. And the MLG&W board 
has not been asked yet to approve the purchase of 
the property which is selling for $24,000. But steps 
are being taken to present the proposal to the board 
sometime in the future, Hollis said. 

Hollis said MLG&W for the past three years has 
been interested in six parcels of land along the right
of-way which abutts MLG&W property. All six 
parcels would sell for $168,000. Internal changes 
within the utility and L&N Railroad have delayed any 
action until now. Hollis added right now there are no 
plans to begin the purchase process of any of the 
other parcels, but they will continue to be examined. 

"We want to work with the neighborhood associa
tion on this every step of the way," says Hollis. 
"MLG&W properties are maintained well and parts 
not in use by us have been offered to some 
neighborhood groups for gardens and even soccer 
fields." 

In addition to offering the land to MLG&W, 
Seaboard has contacted some neighborhood 
businesses to check their interest in purchasing 
parcels of the right-of-way which adjoins their 
businesses. Sears Cross-Town is one, says Michael 
Hutchins, assistant manager of real estate at 
Seaboard, a Louisville, Kentucky firm. No business 
has committed to buy any of the land, Hutchins 
added. 

Homeowners whose property adjoins the railroad 
will be the next group to be contacted regarding buy
ing the property. Those notices may be mailed next 
spring, Hutchins said. 

In April, Seaboard offered the abandoned right-of-
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BROCHURE UPDATE 
Wrestling with a theme for a new brochure, the ex

ecutive committee of the Vollintine-Evergreen Com
munity Association will wait awhile before offering a 
brochure prospectus to the general membership. 

Executive committee members Sue Richardson 
and Denny Kepple prepared a proposed brochure 
prospectus which dealt with the goals and purposes 
of the brochure and copy make-up. 

A 10-to-16 page brochure is planned, utilizing 
photographs. Estimated cost is $5,000 for 10,000 
copies which will be distributed throughout the 
VEGA area and Memphis. Money is to be donated. 

Much of the proposed prospectus was agreed to, 
but the committee is seeking more themes for the 
brochure. Themes suggested have described the 
Vollintine-Evergreen community as a "touchstone 
for Memphis," and "A Place for All People," as well 
as the old slogan of "VEGA- Midtown at its best." 
Suggestions are welcomed. 

Paramount to the success of the brochure is a 
solicitor for funds, says VEGA president Rebecca 
Richardson. "The person needs to feel good about 
the neighborhood and not mind meeting with 
businesses, churches and others to solicit funds for 
the brochure," she said. 

In other new business at the executive committee 
meeting, The Evergreen News submitted a proposed 
amendment for the VEGA by-laws concerning the 
community newspaper. The newspaper staff asked 
VEGA executive committee to recognize that the 
decisions concerning what articles are printed in 
The Evergreen News, the placement of such articles 
and other such management decisions are made by 
the management staff involved in the day-to-day 
operation of the newspaper. 

Also, the staff asked the executive committee to 
recognize The Evergreen News' goals and purpose 
which were passed by the newspaper staff in 1982. 
Those read, "The purpose of The Evergreen News is 
to print as much news as space allows which will af
fect the greatest number of people living in the area 
represented by the Vollintine-Evergreen Community 
Association. This news is to be balanced with 
human interest stories about people and events in 
our neighborhood. The goal of The Evergreen News 
is to truthfully portray the way life is in our 
neighborhood now, was in the past and may be in 
the future." 

The executive committee agreed to consider the 
proposed amendment and look at updating the by
laws as they refer to The Evergreen News, incor
porating any policy changes which have occurred 
over the past 14 years. 

In other action, the possible change in the number 
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~tp 
WHOLESALE MANUFACTURING JEWELERS 
REPAIRING · STONE SETIING · ENGRAVING 

MOUNTINGS · DIAMONDS 

LINDSAY MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

W• Sur Gold & Di•monds 

1750 Madison A••nue, Sull• 11S 
PhoM 730220 

lniiJE'liil':J <_]-:Ju..j; Cf.auuu. !Inc. 
-SINCE 1919-

1633 Tutwiler at Dickinson 
Church School - 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship- 11:00 a.m. 
Parent's Day Out - Mon. & Fri. 

Church P .. tor 
27 4·1820 323-6400 

COMMUNITY GETS MEDIA ATTENTION 
If you haven't seen a copy of the October issue of 

"Memphis" magazine, you're in for a surprise. A 
good part of the issue is dedicated to the Vollintine
Evergreen Community's efforts for successful race 
relations. The issue is called, "Breaking Down the 
Wall, Black and White Memphis, 1983." Vollintine
Evergreen was chosen as a community in the city 
which is trying to bring blacks and whites together 
through involvement in VEGA, its schools and chur
ches. 

The article talks of the community's successes in 
this area, but also looks frankly at the work yet to be 
done. The controversy over the closing of West 
Drive, lack of white support for public schools in the 
area and lack of black participation in VEGA are ex
amined. 

The article refers to The Evergreen News as an im
portant communication vehicle for the community 
and interviews several VEGA leaders. The article, 
written by L.G. Conley, states, "At the heart of 
Vollintine-Evergreen's integration success perhaps 
lies a kind of enlightend self-interest. And in the 
search for a formula for successful race relations, 
that may not be a bad beginning." 

****** 

We hope you caught Nancy Hart's "Hometown 
People" segment on the Channel 5 news show 
recently. Susan Fagan, The Evergreen News' retiring 
advertising manager, was featured. Susan was 
shown talking to long-time advertisers at Dina's and 
Carl's Bakery. That staff position, by the way, is still 
open along with the position of business manager. 

****** 

Also, check out the Oct. 10th issue of "Time" 
magazine. The issue, entitled, "Shaping Up, 
America's Schools Are Getting Better," has a pic-

ture of students filing into Idlewild Elementary 
School. Each year, parents camp out overnight in 
order to register their child in the school's optional 
programs. 

LOGO DEADLINE NEARING 

Everyone living within the VEGA boundaries 
(Watkins, Cypress Creek, Springdale/Trezevant, 
former 1-40 right-of-way) is invited to enter. The rules 
are simple. 

Drawings are to be black ink on 
white (unlined) paper, any size. 
Deadline for entries is Thanksgiv
ing. No work will be returned. A 
$100 cash prize will be awarded to 
the winner from VEGA. 

The new VEGA logo should be 
something that can easily be Old VECA Logo 
adapted to different print forms - T-shirts, name 
badges, bumperstickers, letterheads and checks. It 
should be simple in design, original in content and, 
most of all, a timeless symbol of our neighborhood. 
It should be the visual counterpart ·to our slogan 
"VEGA - Midtown at its Best." Mail your entries to 
VEGA LOGO, 1663 Tutwiler, Memphis, TN 38107. 

1983 Vollintine-Evergreen Community Association 
NEW AND RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP 

I NAME 

I ADDRESS ______________________________ __ 

I Membership: $5.00, family 
$2.50, individual-$10.00 lifetime 

I Make Checks Payable to VECA 
Send to: Ms. Martha Heinemann 

70S N. Belvedere I_ ~mphis, TN ~7 

I would like to help VECA by 

~~~r.==================n 

~ DINO'S SOUTHWESTERN GRILL ~ RAy E. BAKER HARE Painting 
& Decorating ~ T1l.lll § Heating & Plumbing 

~ ITMIM ~ 
§ Specialties § 

276·6193 Interior - Exterior 
Stainwork 
Sheetrock & Plaster 

§ Ravioli § 

I Spagh~~~ ~ 
Residential Heating 

Plu11Jf;Jing, and Air' 
Cond1t1on1ng Repairs 

License No. 307 
RICKY HARE 

Repair 
Free Estimates 
References 

278-6359 
"VEGA Area Resident" 645 N. Mclean • 278-9127 ~ 

~~~~~=============~~----------------------_J 



SPRINGDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH VOLLINTINE AVE. CLEANERS Carl and Marie Koppels' 

OLO FASHIONED GOODNESS a 751 N. Treztwr~nt St 
I 1570 Vollintine Ave. 278-3233 

CARL'S BAKERY Church School- 9:30AM. SAME DAY SERVICE 
Morning Worsh/~10:50 AM. Dry Cleaning in by 12:00 p.m. 1688 Jackson 

Wednesday Fellowship Dinner 276-8431 
and Prayer Servic- 6:15P.M. Laundry Jeans & Shirts in by 10:00 a.m. • • 

• Thursday Mother's Day Out • Complete Sewing Our Own Recipes • • • " 
Rn. Martha B. Wagley, Pastor 324·5812 Center and Gift Shop Everything Baked From Scratch 

MLG&W EXPRESSES INTEREST (Continued) 

way to the Vollintine-Evergreen Community Associa
tion for an appraised value of $350,000 to $500 000 
ending any hopes VECA had of obtaining the pr~per: 
ty as a gift. 

Over the past months, VECA has raised the ques
tion of ownership of the land and whether the 
railroad company did indeed have the right to sell 
t~e property. Presently, state legislators represen
tmg the VECA area are researching this title ques
tion. 

Mark Lindstrom, vice president of VECA, said 
even Mayor Dick Hackett raised the question of 
ownership at a recent VECA meeting. "At that 
meeting, the mayor said the city would not be in
terested in buying any of the property because it 
would take an expensive title search. Yet now 
MLG&W is interested." 

Hutchins said there was no doubt in the minds of 
those at Seaboard that the railroad company owns 
the property and has the right to dispose of it. Adds 
Hutchins, "We have maybe 19 or 20 abandoned lines 
in Indiana and Alabama alone. Each of those lines 
may have as many as 100 to 500 homeowners along 
them. It is impossible to give a lot of individual atten
tion to just one." 

Before any legislation can be proposed or other 
action taken .bY VECA concerning the property, the 
VECA executtve committee must have the results of 
a door-to-door survey. The survey, which was con
ducted early this year, asked residents along the 
abandoned property their wishes concerning t.he 
right-of-way. The tabulation of those results is still 
underway. 
. Meanwhile, maintenance of the property con

tmues to be a concern of the neighborhood. 
Residents are reporting parts of the right-of-way are 
being used for dumping purposes. 

• • • 
BliV~O 
Every Monday 7:30P.M. 
3 Cards $5.00 - 4th Card FREE 

1 6 Games - $1 00 Prizes 
JACKPOT 

$1000 Min. · $200 Consolation 

• 

NOVEMBER VECA MEETING 
The general membership meeting of the 

Vollintine-Evergreen Community Association will be 
at 7:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 28 at Lindsay Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, 1663 Tutwiler. Community 
members are invited to bring food for a pot-luck sup
per and social hour, beginning at 6 p.m. Old 
business on the agenda will include an update on 
the L&N railroad situation. Guest speakers schedul
ed to attend will discuss changes within the 
telephone industry and how those changes will af· 
feet rates and services of those living within the 
Vollintine-Evergreen Community. 

The general membership meeting of VECA which 
was scheduled Sept. 26 and which was to have been 
held to discuss area telephone services was cancell· 
ed. Instead, a joint meeting of VECA and the Mid· 
Memphis Neighborhood Association (MMNA) was 
held with a pot-luck supper and a political forum. Un
fortunately, the meeting date was changed after The 
Evergreen News had gone to press. While VECA 
sent notices to members of the rescheduled 
meeting, four people showed up at Lindsay for the 
originally scheduled meeting. We apoligize for any 
inconvenience this caused. 

BROCHURE UPDATE (Continued) 

of general membership meetings per year was 
discussed, but no action taken. Several members ex
pressed frustration at the low attendance at the 
VECA general membership meetings over the last 
few months and a suggestion to change the 
meetings from six a year to four a year was address
ed. A negative effect of this, members discussed, 
would be a reduced number of scheduled oppor
tunities for community members to air their con
cerns. Any change in the general membership 
meeting will take the permission of the general 
membership body. 

UNIVERSAL 
SECURITY 
SERVICE 

BGILL & JIM'S ~!~~a~!2~~. 
278·5022 

FREE 
M.S.U. or U.T. Tote Bag 

BARON HIRSCH LADIES 
AUXILIARY 

Vollintine at Evergreen 

VECA Neighborhood Security P•trol 

Radio·equipped Patrol Cars; 

Uniformed, Professional Officers; 

24·hour S'ervice, $18.50 Per Month. 

(a $6.95 value) with Oil Change, 
Lubrication, & Fi Iter . $21.88 

(while supply lasts) 
$2.00 Rebate When You Buy 

5 Qts. of any Gultpride Motor Oil 
(OFFER GOOD NOV. 15) 

Revolving Credit for Tires and 
Other Major Purchases Free Nursery Service 

Lighted and Guarded Parking Lot Call 274·1194 for Details or to Enroll 



NOVEMBER IS ST. JUDE MONTH 
with $2.00 of each service job 

going to ST. JUDE 

Oil, Grease, and Filter $18.95 
Radiator Flushed with 2 Gallons 

of Antifreeze $16.95 

ED'S EXXON 

Mechanic On Duty Road Service 
585 N. Mclean 274-1881 

DENTURES 
Customised single denture's $150.00 

for upper or lower 
Finest cast metal partial $225 

(not plastic) 

We offer complete family dental care 
We accept all Dental Insurance 

Open Evenings & Saturdays by appt. 

Call for Free Consultation 

Mid-City Dental 
Group & Lab. 

Dr. W.F. Pearaon, Director 

650 N. Mclean 274-7999 

14th Annual 
TURKEY DINNER 

Little Flower School 1666 Jackson 

Sat., Nov. 12 · 4 p.m.·8 p.m. 
Sun., Nov. 13- 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Adult $4.00 Child $2.00 
Senior Citizens $3.00 
Take Outs Available 

·Christmas Gift Shop 

-Fun & Prizes 
-Raffle 

-Games 

SOUTHWESTERN'S EVENTS CALENDAR 
Nov. Theatre, Production of "Sweeney Todd", McCoy 

3·6 Theatre, 8 p.m. Thursdays-Sundays plus 3 p.m. 
10·13 Sunday matinees, on November 13 and 20. $7 
17-29 adults 

THANKFUL HAPPENINGS 

Nov 6 Art exhibit, featuring works by Mary Sims, 
Dec 9 Clough-Hanson Gallery, weekdays, 9 a.m. · 5 

p.m., Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m. Opening Recep
tion Nov. 6, 5-8 p.m. Free 

Nov. Images Foreign Film Series, "Time Stands Still ", 
10·13 in Hungarian with English subtitles, directed by 

Peter Gother, 8 p.m., Frazier Jelke - Room B. 
$2.50, general public. 

EVERGREEN NEWS STAFF 
EDITOR: Kathie Jarmon Kerr, 276-5750 
BUSINESS MANAGER: Jenny Land, 276-0276 
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ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER: Beverly Berry 
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The Mid-Town churches of Memphis, including 
those in the Vollintine-Evergreen area, will be 
meeting in a joint Thanksgiving Day service Nov. 24 
at Springdale United Methodist Church, 751 North 
Trezevant. Worship service is at 10 a.m. with coffee 
and donuts served at 9:30 a.m. The sermon will be 
preached by Dr. Henry Strock, senior pastor of 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church. Offering that day will 
go to the Churches and Social Services Fund, a fund 
which provides emergency financial assistance 
when no other provision is available. Last year, more 
than $500 was raised. 

Does your school or church have a special 
Thanksgiving or Christmas affair? Remember, The 
Evergreen News' deadline is one month in advance 
of each published issue. Next year, plan ahead and 
let us publicize your event. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
$25 Reward- Information leading to identity of 
cat killer with pellet gun. Hawthorne/Galloway 
area. Call Glenn M. Clark, M.D. 274-9339. 

Omar D. Cauby & Associates 
INSURANCE 

Ch•rtufll Uff Undrrwrittrs 

Homeowners • Hospualization • Life 
2600 Poplar Avenue, Suite 214 

324-1373 
VECA AREA RESIDENT 

SAY 
"MERRY 

CHRISTMAS" 
WITH A GIFT 

OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

649 North McLean 278-5066 

Shampoo & Precision Hair Cut for 
$6.00 with SHANA 

Open Thursday's until 6:00 p.m. 

t!trinitp 
ltnittb jflttbobi~t 

QI:burcb 
Corne1 Cleveland & Overton Park 

Telephone· 278-0561 

Free Delivery (and 
Prescription Pick-up) 

Same Day Service. 
Pay MLGW and Phone Bills 

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 8 A.M. - 7 P.M. 
Sat. 9 A.M.- 6 P.M. 

CLOSED - Sunday 

Treat your "someone special" 
to a gift certificate for a 

Continuing Education short course 
in computer programming, 

cooking or another fun subject. 

For details call 
(901) 454-2383 ;ns"" mcmphll ~~ 1tatc 
~ continuing 
~ education 

Galloway at Evergreen 

274-6895 

Church School 9:30 a.m. K-Adult 
Worship 10:50 a.m. 

Attended Nurseries Crib-age 4 

Personal ads, $3; small ads, $10; large ads, $20 


