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Overton Park, May 1, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

VECA Hosts Potluck Supper and Pool Party 
It may be too soon to think about swimming, but it's not too soon to mark calendars! 

VECA will host a free potluck supper/pool party on Saturday, June 19 at the 
Rhodes College pool. We can eat anytime after 6pm and swim anytime after 
7pm. Kids under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. Free drinks will be .--------"'-'-----., 
provided. Bring a dish to share, and be ready to meet new neighbors. Leave 
a message on the VECA Hotline at 276-1066 if you have questions. 

Updating You on the National Historic District Project 
VECA received $1,817 from the Community 

Foundation's Neighborhoods Small Grants Pro­
gram. VECA was to use the grant to organize the 
VECA community for the purpose of conducting 
a survey of homes to place VECA on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

1.VECA organized a volunteer committee, a 
training committee, and a data collection commit­
tee. These are in place and functioning. 

2.VECA did not photograph the buildings as 
stated in the original proposal. VECA instead 
hired a Rhodes student who helped set up the 
data base on computer which generated the list of 
homes to be surveyed. VECA purchased the 
Shelby County Tax Assessor's records for homes 
in the VECA area. This gives VECA the year built 
and basic construction information on the build­
ings. The student and four volunteers, Bette 
Ackerman, Mary Wilder, Mike Kirby, and Char­
lotte Swailes, worked on verifying and setting up 
on a map the existence of all property to be 
surveyed in VECA. A survey form was designed 
by one volunteer, Bette Ackerman, to correspond 
to the data base. Mike Kirby developed the data 
base system which will receive the survey and 
generate the ultimate application report. 

3.Volunteers Bette Akerman, Mary Wilder, and 
Linda Nichols developed the training manual for 
the volunteers to use in the field. 

4. The volunteer committee; Lois Scott, Claudia 

Rutkauskas, and Helen Svans, recruited 10 volun­
teers for the first training session in October, 1992. 

S.The first training session was held on October 
24, 1992. A hundred people from the neighborhood 
attended Heritage Day. Fifty or more people sat 
through the two hour training session. Tennessee 
Historic Commission, Memphis Heritage, Mem­
phis Landmarks, Copper Young Neighborhood 
Association, Evergreen Historic Neighborhood, 
Center for Neighborhoods, and VECA all had 
display tables and information at the open house/ 
training Heritage Day. 

6.First surveys were completed by December 15. 
Mary Wilder and Bette Ackerman are doing the 
field checks before entering the information into 
the computer. 
How Did Your Neighborhood Organizaton Benefit 
From This Experience? 

1.VECA has involved eight people; six who 
have not previously been involved in the associa­
tion, in the committee process. The volunteers for 
the survey will involve over 100 people as VECA 
surveys each area. VECA had the largest turn out 
in recent years at a general membership meeting, 
Heritage Day. VECA seems to be getting positive 
feed back from most of the community regarding 
the application. 
2.The project is involving people who have not 

been involved before and may serve as a way to 
continued on page 2 
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develop new leadership. 
3. This project has VECA working with Rhodes 

College as the administrator of the grant and with 
students in the Urban Studies program of the 
Political Science department. VECA has an in­
tern, Mary Wilder, from Memphis State'sHistory 
department who is working on the project. Mem­
phis Heritage provided technical assistance re­
garding the development of the initial grant and 
the training manual. The Tennessee Historic 
Commission has reviewed the training manual 
and provided training at the Heritage Day. Mem­
phis Landmarks Commission has provided tech­
nical assistance and attended the Heritage Day. 
First American granted the neighborhood $500 
for the project as a part of their community rein­
vestment efforts. 

4.VECA will be able to carry this project out; 
however,itwilltakelongerthanoriginallythought 
to conduct the surveys with volunteers. Training 
sessions have to be held in groups of ten and for 
accuracy, 250 to 300 homes surveyed at a time is 
reasonable. Completion of this project is at least a 
year away. 

How Did The Neighborhood Benefit from This Project? 
Members have reported at least two incidents of 

individuals who said they bought in the area 
because of the prospect of National Historic Dis­
trict recognition Two real estate agents have 
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contacted the organization's newsletter for po­
tential buyers in the area. Some streets in the 
northwest quadrant have come forward to ask for 
neighborhood watch programs that have not been 
as involved before. One grocery store added a 
new awning and is trying to clean up its appear­
ance-hard to say if there is a relation to the project. 
The neighborhood is pleased. It is hoped this 
project and others will keep VECA in the minds of 
city and county officials when it comes to services. 

Lessons Learned 
Communication is essential to a project such as 

this. VECA continues to use the Evergreen News 
as tool to explain the project. Not everybody is 
happy or understands the purpose of the project 
so VECA works to talk with everyone in the 
neighborhood. This work could be done faster by 
professionals or paid volunteers but you would 
lose the organizing and involvement aspect of the 
project. 

~ 
Volunteers Needed To Deliver 
Evergreen News 
This newsletter is delivered free by volunteers to 

most homes in the VECA area. But additional 
carriers are needed. The newspaper is published 
six times a year and the copies are brought to each 
delivery person. Most routes include 20 to 40 
homes. lf you can help with any of these routes. 
contact Steve Gadbois at 278-4116. Thanks! 

AVALON, N. PARKWAY TO 1U1WILER 
AVALON, VOLLINTINE TO NORTH END 

GIARLES PLACE, JACKSON TO NORTH END 
CYPRESS DRIVE & CYPRESS ORCLE, HENRY TO JACKSON 

EAST DRNE, JACKSON TO VOLLINTINE 
EDWARD, EVERGREEN TO MCLEAN 

EDWARD, BELVEDERE & ROSEBUD, WEST OF EVERGREEN 
GARLAND, VOLLINTINE TO BROWN 

HENRY & GIARLES PLACE COVE, WEST OF SPRINGDALE 
JACKSON (NORTH SIDEJ,SPRINGDALE TO TREZEVANT 

JACKSON (NORTH SIDE), WILLET TO WATKINS 
JACKSON (SOUTH SIDE), WILLET TO WATKINS 

MAURY,JACKSON TO TUTWILER 
MAURY, VOLLINTINE TO NORTH END 

MICHELLE CIRCLE 
N. PARKW A Y,AVALON TO WATKINS 

SPRINGDALE (WEST SIDE), VOLLINTINE TO JACKSON 
TERRYORCLE 

VOLLINTINE,AVALON TO EVERGREEN 
VOLLINTINE,GARLAND TO STONEWALL 

VOLLINTINE,SPRINGDALE TO TREZEVANT 
VOLLINTINE, STONEWALL TO MAURY 
WILLETT,VOLLINTINE TO NORTH END 

JACKSON, MCLEAN TO UNIVERSITY 
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Idlewild Presbyterian 
Weekday Kindergarten 

Half-Day Program 
4 year old- Monday through Wednesday, and 

Friday from 9:00a.m. until noon 
5 year old - Mond~y through Friday 

8:30a.m. unt1f 12:30 p.m. 

1750 Union Avenue 
Call Cheryl Ward, Director 

726-4681 

0~ SHARP 0 
7-~HANDYMAN 

Home Repairs of ALL Kinds 
793 N. Mclean 

BARRY SHARP 725-7259 

)?L Midtown 
Tradition Continues. 

Memorial Park Hinds~Smythe Chapel 
continues a long standing tradition of the finest 
service to midtown Memphis. Convenient to 
Elmwood, Forest Hill and Calvary, the Chapel 
is owned and operated by the same family that 
founded Memorial Park Funeral Home and 
Cemetery and Memorial Park South Woods 
Cemetery. As always, thoughtful service is 
our most important tradition. 

Funeral Homes & Celreteries 

Memorial Park Hinds~Smythe Chapel 
1900 Union Ave. in Midtown • (901 )725-4224 

* 
Rolla 

PutrtH 

Wedding C•kH 

Aye & Vlenn• Bre•da 

PHONE: 276-2304/05 

1690 JACKSON AVE. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38107 
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Carl's IIA.~ 

AEROBICS 
EVERYBODY'S WORKOUT 

Low impact, high intensity. 
Monday & Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. 

Senior Swing 
For older adults. Monday & Thursday 9:30a.m. 

Call 278·4430 for details 

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
613 UNIVERSITY AVENUE (ACROSS FROM RHODES COLLEGE) 

t~ 
392 North Cleveland 

278-0561 

Open Mon.- Fri. 8:30a.m. - 7:00p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for free delivery and drug information 

St. Therese 
Little Flower Catholic Community 

Jackson at Belvedere 

Sunday Eucharists 
8:00a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30p.m. 
5:30p.m.- Rhodes College May-Sept. 
Saturday Vigil Mass-4:30p.m. 
Fr. Bob Ewing, Pastor 
276-1412 "All Are Welcome" 
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NEIGHBORHOOD FOCUS 
This is the first article in an important series in the Evergreen News supplying our readers with very 
pertinent information regarding security in several areas of interest. Tom Givens, Executive Director of 
Corporate Security, Inc., Memphis, TN, has supplied Evergreen News with the information and statistics 
for this series. 

Preventing Auto Theft 
Auto Theft is one of the most common serious 

crimes. According to the FBI, in 1991, one of every 
117 vehicles in the USA was stolen! Memphis is 
near the top of the worst US cities in auto theft. 

Auto thefts seem to be committed by two main 
types of offender. One group steals the cars for the 
value of its parts. The stolen car is taken to a "chop 
shop," where it is dismantled. The parts are then 
sold to unscrupulous mechanics, garages, and body 
shops. These offenses make up a smaller percent­
age of overall auto thefts, but the cars are rarely 
recovered. 

The other main group of car thieves is composed 
of relatively youthful offenders who steal the car to 
use as a means of transportation, particularly while 
committing other crimes. Typically, three or four 
gang members together will steal a car, cruise in it 
for a while, and perhaps commit a robbery or other 
crime. They will then "dump" that car, and steal 
another to continue "cruising" in. This goes on all 
night, with the same set of offenders sometimes 
stealing a succession ofthree to five cars in the same 
night. Most of these cars are recovered quite 
quickly, with little damage other than that incurred 
in stealing it. 

These offenders are emphatically not the "joy 
riders" of earlier years, who occasionally stole a car 
for a brief fling of fast driving and excitement. The 
modem offenders tend to be gang members, ex­
tremelyunconcemed about anyone's welfare. They 
are quite often armed, and will not hesitate to injure 
or kill anyone who interferes with them. They are 
often under the influence of drugs I alcohol, and the 
car theft is incedental to other crimes, including 
armed robbery and murder. 

The cars most often taken are those that are 
easiest to steal. A surprising number of stolen cars 
had the keys left in them by careless owners. Cars 
should always be locked, and keys should never be 
left anywhere in a vehicle. 

As to specific makes, the easiest cars to steal are 
those made by General Motors after 1978. This 

includes Cadillac, Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, and 
Chevrolet vehicles. It also applies to Jeep I Ameri­
can Motors cars, which use the same ignition lock 
system as the GM cars. Any car in this category can 
bestoleninamatterofminuteswith the use of only 
a screwdriver. 
Ford/Mercury cars, European cars, such as BMW 

or Mercedes, and the various Japanese cars are 
significantly harder to steal because of a different 
ignition lock system. Generally, these cars are only 
stolen if the keys were left inside. 

The following observable items MAY indicate 
that a car is stolen: 
l.Broken out rear side window or vent window; 
2.Carenginerunningwithnokeyinignitionswitch; 
3.Large piece of the steering column broken away 
on the left side; 
4.0ean license tags on a dirty car, or vice versa; 
S.Trunk lock or door locks missing, leaving a hole; 
6.Carwithlocal dealer decal but out of state license 
plates; or 
7.Car with only one headlight working. 

If you find an abandoned car with some of the 
items listed above, DO NOT touch the car. It may 
have been used in a murder or other serious crime, 
and you might destroy valuable evidence, such as 
fingerprints. Call the police, giving them the 
make, model, and license number of the car, along 
with its exact location. Try to have an address for 
the location, not just a block in the street, so they 
can enter the call in their computer system. 

Prevention of auto theft requires constant atten­
tion. The following tips are not guaranteed, 
but they help. 

l.NEVER leave the car running when unoccu­
pied. NEVER leave keys in the car. 

2.ALWA YS keep the doors locked, even when 
you are in the car. 

3.DO NOT park on the street. In parking lots, try 
to park near the business, under a street light. 

continued on page 5 
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continued from page 4 

4.CARALARM SYSTEMS are useful, but do not over­
rely on them. They can be defeated. In addition, the 
thief can elect to drive away with the alarm sounding 
and disable it at another location. 
S.USE A STEERING WHEEL LOCK, such as "The 

Club." lbis not only prevents actual theft, butif the thief 

sees the Oub, he won't bother to break out your 
window. 

6. A "Kill Switch" is a hidden switch you can use 
to make it impossible to start the car. It will keep the 
car from running, but it will not prevent several 
hundred dollars' worth of damage to windows and 
steering column before the thief finds out the car 
won't start. 
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VECA Annual Meeting Election of Officers Held 
VECA held its annual membership meeting January 

26, 1993 at Vollintine Elementary School. Mary Wilder 
continued as VECA president and Lois Fingerett was 
elected vice president. Martha Heinemann, continues 
to serve as the treasurer. Rich Olcott will serve another 
term as treasurer. The dues were not changed for 1993 
and remain at $10.00 for the year. 

VECA presents two awards each year at the annual 
meeting. The Margaret Dichtel award is given in honor 
of the founding president and long time active 
neighborhood organizer and supporter. This year the 
award went to Mary Wilder. Mary has been active in 

Mclean Baptist Church 
815 N. Mclean Phone: 274-3766 

Harold Simmons, Pastor 

Sunday: 

Wednesday: 

WORSHIP 
PRAISE 

informal 
prayers 

Innovative 

9:30a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 
6 :00p.m. 
5:45p.m. 
6 :30p.m. 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Evening Worship 
Fellowship Dinner 
Prayer Service 

Nursery Services Available 

Sunday, 6:00p.m. 
EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
613 University 

(across from Rhodes College) 

Evergreen Church & Rhodes College 
are offering a new, non-traditional 
and exciting worship service for 

young adults and college students. 

Babysitting provided. 

the neighborhood as newsletter editor, festival chair­
man and president. Past recipients have been Julie 
Borys and Mike Kirby. VECA presents a second 
award to government officials who are supportive of 
neighborhoods. This award is the Richard Borys 
award in honor of a past president and hard working 
public servant. The award this year went to Vernua 
Hanrahan from The Center for Neighborhoods. 
Vernua has been at CFN for several years and is 
currently the director. She is very accessible for 
community leaders and will help in any way she can. 
She regularly attends the VECA executive meetings 
and has been seen volunteeringatfestival and meeting 
events. VECA has a good friend and advocate for 
community concerns in Vernua Hanrahan. The Rich­
ard Borys award is in recognition of her work for 
neighborhoods. 

VECA General Membership Meeting 
Informative Program About St John Orthodox 
Church with Tour, April19, 1993, 7:00-8:30 at 
StJohn Orthodox Church 

(Corner of Tutwiler and Dickenson) 

Helping You Get A Loan. 
To get a loan application by mail, call766-2760. 

lA 
UNITED 

AMERICAN 
BANK 
MEMBER FDIC 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS 
Dcsif.:I!Cd for low to moderote i11come homeowners 

Loans arc availahle up to $15,000 to help you 
repair, modernize or remodel . Call or stop by 

any First American office fur details. 

c- ;:J 

ll ; ~ 

I(]'-~ 
ll~ 

Please call these professionals 
for your Real Estate needs: 

DAVIES ·SOWELL, INC. ...... 
R·E·A · L · T · O·R ·S 

,... 

UvySibley 278-5016 

rn.. Steve Solomon 744-9600 

('j' FlrstAinencan Gl -­LENDER 

UndaSowell 
Sean Walker 

454-0540 
725-9542 MLS 

r 

Mcmhc-r FDIC.: 

OPEN DOOR BIBLE 
CHURCH 

1792 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 (901) 278-4311 

Gary D. Starbuck, Pastor 
Nursery Available 

Sunday Services: 10:45 am and 6:00pm 
"Growing together in the 

Lord Jesus Christ" 

•®• ST. JOliN ORTHODOX CHURCH 

lL_ 54 South Cooper Memphle, TN 38104 
(901 )278-4380 

"WHERE ITALY COMES TO YOUR TABLE" 

s •• 
~ Authentic llalian cookl!l)' includea Bislecca •-----.1 Blaccaiola.PollealaPotenlina,Scamp,Trotaalla 

l.ivornese, LobslerTailserved on abedolinpo<led 
Felluociri, Salmone en Ful!uccine Portoino, SUnone Prima Vera. Trota alia Aorenlila, 
Riel ol Sole ala Giovam, Snals, Veal and Romano Cheese, Veal Picella, Veal Marsala, 
Pelli alaGiOYami, Egg~anl Pannigiana, OyslersAockeleller, Sluffed Mus!Yooms, Sleaks 
(ilolu<ing En~ecoleSauleAu Poivre),andSealood. Tues.·Tius. 4-11; Fri. &Sal4-11 :30; 

;··· . j t SUn. 4-10:30. Closed Mal. Visa, MaslerCard, Oilers Cklb. 

~"' A 282 N. CLEVELAND 2 Blocks North of Poplar • 725-6660 

r-----------------, 
1 When you care enough to look the vel}' best! 1 

l
c®t,*:J@' Rev. Fr. Troy Mashburn Jr. 

~ Pastor 
~' Great Vespers- Saturday 7:00pm 
- Divine Liturgy - Sunday 10:00 am 

Inquirer and Catechumen Class-

iUniveiSity~CieanetSi 
1 Special Offer $5.00 off on a $20.00 Order. 1 

1 F~;;~;a"N"~rn;.F/£8;~;fii1g~19 1 

Wednesday- 7:00pm (Inquire) 
1663 Tutwiler Memphis, TN 38107 

R<>sidencc (901)725-5756 Office (901)274-4119 

I Pick-up & delivery available Monday & Thursday. I 
: • Shoe Repair • Clothing Storage • Alterations : 

1 
613 N. Mclean 'VJ 

1 27 4-58~;~ c:~~ n!~~~,:~~~~ a?J}~~~~- Matz rfo.o 
~-----------------~ 

""' VECA is a neighborhood organization made up of volunteers and paying members. The 
Evergreen News is the way in which VECA communicates with its residents. The 
Evergreen News contains information about VECA, neighborhood residents, business 
and government policies. VECA is bounded by Watkins on the West, Cypress Creek on 
the North, Trezevant on the East and North Parkway on the South. Contact VECA by 
writing to P.O. Box 12011, Memphis, TN, 38182-0011. 

~ ~ 


