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THE L&N GREENWAY 
VECA's Greenways Committee and the VECA Board will be hosting a public meeting on the L&N Greenway on March 18. Many 

neighbors have been working on the railbed to improve its appearance, and the Greenways Committee has been working on the 
plans for a passive greenway on the old rail bed. VECA would like to hear from residents. 

The railroad (CSX) minimally maintains this area with three mowings a year. Area residents Mike Kirby, Charlotte Swailes, Pete 
Swailes, Gertrude Rhodes, Sherry Lewis and Chuck Fox mow and garden the area between Aubwndale and McLean dming the 
swnmer. Residents between McLean and University have pat1icipated in two major cleanups and one planting of their area. But 
the railroad will act only in its own interest, so VECA has to act on its own behalf and has a window of just two years if it chooses to 
use the resources of the NPI grant. Attorney Bruce Smith has been retained to research the feasibility of purchasing the rail bed. 
Greenways Committee members and other volunteers have put together a plan for the use and maintenance of the space, which 
will be discussed at the March 18 meeting. Please join us! 

Mission for the VECARailroad Greenbelt: "To make the VECA Greenbelt the crown jewel of the neighborhood" 
Goals for the VECARailroad Greenbelt: 

1. To acquire ownership of the greenbelt. 
2. To retain the existing open space. 
3. To realize the potential of the greenbelt for passive recreation. 
4. To provide adjacent neighbors with a feeling a safety. 
5. To beautify and make the greenbelt environmentally friendly. 
6. To maintain the greenbelt. 

These statements were adopted by the VECA Board on June 5, 1995, on the recommendation of its Green ways Committee. 

FROM THE SECOND ISSUE OF "THE EVERGREEN NEWS" 
A Neighborhood Newspaper Sponsored by Vollintine-Evergreen Community Action Association 

(February 12, 1971) 

-Of the more than one hundred and fifty families who have moved here since Septembe1~ a number came from other neighbor
hoods in the city, quite a few moved in from suburban areas, while some trallSfen·ed here from other states. The homes they bought 
range from $12,000 to $40,000 ... 

-Vollentine Kindergarten: Tuition for half days is $15 a month,forfull days $30. 

-Four scouting centers serve our community. 

-Snowden Jr. High will tap this year's Honor Students on Friday, Feb. 19. The program will be followed by a tea for the honor stu-
dents and their parents. 

-Family Planning Seminar at Southwestem on J:ebruwy 17. 

-Race RelatiollS Day at McLean Baptist Church Sunday, l:eb. 14. 

-I VERSUS E From 1911 to 1940, Volllntine Street was offtcially rerorded as VollEntine, both on street sigllS and city maps. 
Between1931 and 1956, theE gradually gave way to the L In1941, an official city map has the name spelled with I, by 1956, eve1y 
map and eve1y single street sign had adopted the I. But not the School. Vollentine School was built in1930, when theE was still rul
ing supreme, and it remained faithful to it. 71lllt's the reason why today the street is called Volllntine and the school VollEntine. Now 
get tillS: the man both the street and the school were llllmed after was Hiram Volentine who spelled his name withE but only one L 
which makes both modem spellings false. 

VECA's collection of old issues of the Evergreen News is far from complete. Old issues that you could donate, or loan and let us 
photocopy, would be very much appreciated. Other VECA memorabilia is welcome too. Call the VEC'.A office (276-1 066). 

Do Not Place In Mailboxes 
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UPCOMING 
MEETINGS 
GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP ....-.,. 
MEETING ..._., 
7pm on Monday, March 18 at 1680 
Jackson Avenue (formerly Dr. 
Muhammad's election headquarters) 

Come see VECA's new permanent 
office, and give your opinion of plans 
for the Greenway along the old L&N 
Railroad bed. 

OTHER UPCOMING 
MEETINGS 
All of these meetings are at 840 
Dickinson, just downstairs from the 
VECA office. To be certain, you 
call the office at 276-1066. Everyone 
is welcome. 

VECABoard 
April1, 7pm 

VECA CDC Board 
March 9 and April13, 9am 

YO LLINTINE ~EVERGREEN 
N E VV S 

P.O. BOX 12011 • MEMPHIS, TN 38182-0011 

Sherry Henson Adcox ......... Graphic Designer 
Steve Gadbois ............... Coordinating Editor 
Margaret Blackmon .......... Advertising Editor 
Martha Heinemann ..................... Finance 
Steve Gadbois ....................... Distribution 
Gloria Singleton .......................... Writer 
Judy Wimmer. .................... Photographer 

VECA HOTLINE: 276-1066 
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ALMOST A HISTORIC DISTRICT! 
On January 24, 1996, VECA Historic Designation committee members Amy 

Darke, Dotty Sachritz, Mary Wilder, and Judy Wimmer and consultant Judith 
Johnson went to Nashville to present VECA's Historic District nomination. The 
nomination was approved by the Tennessee Historical Commission and was 
forwarded to the United States Department of the Interior with Tennessee's 
recommendation for acceptance. VECA should hear back in two to four months. 
If approved, the name will be the Vollintine Evergreen Historic District, and we'll 
be the largest historic district in the state of Tennessee. 

Amy Darke is a recent graduate of the University of Memphis and is a resident 
of the Cabanas. Amy is currently preparing the second phase of the nomination 
for the area north ofVollintine, which is not quite old enough now. The flood 
control measures along Cypress Creek only made this land available for develop
ment in the late 1920s and early 1930s. The homes in this area are typical of the 
development during the Depression and 
on into World War Two. Homes are gen
erally smaller and take on a more mod
ern styling referred to as "minimal tradi
tional". The streetscape also changes as 
the cui de sac becomes a way of group
ing more homes in a smaller area. This 
area also includes houses from the earli
er period with streets on a grid pattern. 

At the January 22 general membership 
meeting, two designs for a Historic 
District plaque were displayed. If you 
didn't get a chance to vote for one at that 
meeting, just place your vote by phone 
(276-1 066) or mail now. 

Mary Wilder, Dottie Sachritz, Judith Johnson 
and Judy Wimmer after the Tennessee Historical 

Commission approved VEGA for the National 
Historic District nomination. 

Photo: Amy Darke 
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Specializing in personalized service 
whether buying or selling real estate. 

SOWELL & COMPANY 
R • E • A • L • T • 0 • R • S 
54 South Cooper • Memphis, TN 38104 
Telephone (901) 278-4380 
Fax (901) 278-4390 

School )s Out. 
Do you know where 

Your kids are? 
EVERGREEN'S AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM could be the 

answer you've been looking for. We've increased our 
staff of trained adult supervisors to provide recreation 

and tutoring in age-specific groups for children in 
kindergarten through 9th grade. Monday-Friday. 

2:15-6:00 p.m. Call Nathan Can-e/ at 278-8919 for details! 

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
613 UN!VERSITY AVENUE (ACROSS FROM RHODES COLLEGE) 

OPEN DOOR BIBLE 
CHURCH 

1792 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 (901) 278-4311 

Gary D. Starbuck, Pastor 
Nursery Available 

Sunday Services: 10:45 am and 6:00pm 

"A common people 
with an uncommon love" 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
SECURITY 
PATROL 
SERVICES 

753-9731 

Universal Security was the first private agency to offer a 24-hour 
Neighborhood Secrnity Patrol, in 1979, and is still the best. From 
om original area in Central Gardens, we have expanded over the 
years to include much of Mid-Town. 

• Full service, 24 horn·s a day, 365 days a year. 
• Immediate response to all calls and alarms. 
• Highly trained, well paid uniformed officers. 

Helping You Get A Loan. 
To get a loan application by mail, call766-2757. 

lA 
UNITED 

AMERICAN 
BANK -@t 
MEMBER FDIC 

LENDER 

r-----------------, 
1 When you care enough to look the very best! 1 

i University=rkC/eaners J 

I Special Offer $5.00 off on a $20.00 Order. 1 

I F~S~;;Nn';~~u;;7~~e~ni;g~19 I 
I Pick-up & delivery available ·Monday & Thursday. I 
: • Shoe Repair • Clothing Storage • Alterations : 

1 613 N. Mclean l 
I 27 4-5851 ask for Marilyn or Mark Matz 

Thos coupon not o~eemable with any other offer. 

~-----------------J 

* Rolle 

PutrtH 

Wedding Cakn 

Aye & VIenna Breada 

PHONE: 276-2304/05 

1690 JACKSON AVE. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38107 

McLean Baptist Preschool 
Full service child care at affordable prices 
Licensed for children 15 months and up 

Before and after school transportation with 
child care for Snowden and Vollentine Schools 

Full day summer and holiday program 
for school age children 

Now enrolling for all programs 
815 N. McLean • 274-9440 

o~----------------
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JANUARY 22,1996 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Over 100 VECA residents and friends gathered on January 22 to look back at 25 years ofVECA history and look ahead to 

many more years ofVECA successes. Thanks to Gethsemane Garden Church of God in Christ for the use of their beautiful 
facility. 

Jenny Jenson and Jani~ Cannon were elected to serve in 1996 as VECA President and Vice-President, replacing Steve 
Gadbois and Willette Gray. Martha Heinemann and Rick Cartwright will continue as treasurer and secretary respectively. 
VECA's elected Board members for 1996 are Margaret Blackmon, Kay Blues, Janis Cannon, Rick Cartwright, Steve Gadbois, 
Willette Gray, Conita Grigsby, Mary Haynes, Martha Heinemann, Jenny Jenson, Martha Jordan, Margaret Leggett, Othniel 
Marquei, Molly Miller, Ann Munns, Gloria Singleton, Mary Wilder, and Judy Wimmer. 

The Borys Award was presented to William Stemmler, and the Dichtel Award was shared by the 
and Rhodes College. The remainder of the was devoted to the public presentation ofVECA's 
nomination. (See separate articles!) 

Memphis Police Office . . 
the annual meeting ;Jam T~lton spoke at 

VE · {J .cer Tzlton is also a 
G4. ne1ghbor . 

...................................... ~~~ .................................... ... 
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1996 DICHTEL AWARD- TERRY CIRCLE BLOCK CLUB 
Organizing by neighbors helped reduce loitering on Vollintine and Terry Circle. Phone calls to the Police Department 

were made consistently and frequently in an organized and planned manner to sta1t patrols in this area. Residents held a 
successful campaign to clean up the area and discard old cars. 

All houses in Terry Circle were decorated similarly during the Christmas season, with animated Christmas trees and 
reindeers. The decorations were so impressive that the homes were shown on Fox 13 TV. All neighbors participated in the 

1996 DICHTEL AWARD- RHODES COLLEGE 
1. Rhodes has assigned to VECA six student interns who have worked or are 

working in the areas of housing, historic research, greenspace development and 
marketing. 

2. Rhodes served as the 50 I( c) (3) nonprofit organization for VECA and VECA 
CDC during the first nine months of the NPI grant. This included keeping the 
books, payroll, and accounts payable, as a donation to VEC'A 

3. The Rhodes Chapter of Habitat for Humanity has worked on four weekend 
projects with the VECA CDC. 

4. The Rhodes Computer Center donated one computer to VECA, advised in 
the purchase of other computers, helped with service on all equipment, and 
made available campus software classes to VECA staff. 

5. The VECA marketing brochure benefited from assistance and guidance 
from the Rhodes Public Helations office. 

6. The Cypress School Committee included Rhodes faculty representation. 

7. Some VECA office furniture was donated by Rhodes. 

8. The VECAL&N Greenway is one of the Hhodes townhouse projects. 

9. Ten area residents are participating in the Life Studies project of Rhodes 
sociology professor (and VECA resident) 1bm McGowan. Urban Studies is con
ducting a diversity study with the Policy Research Action Group, Loyola 
University, and VECA. 

0 

Christmas potluck party, at which 
prizes were given to the oldest 
neighbor, youngest neighbor, 
longest resident, etc. 

All ofthis came together in the 
short time from July 1995 to 
December 1995. Attheirfirst meet
ing last summer, some neighbors 
were embarrassed because they had 
lived on the street 15 or 20 years 
without knowing each other's 
names. This was one of the reasons 
they got organized with the help of 
Mrs. Jessie Rodgers. 

Eldora Hollis, Ora Adams, Maureen Brooks, 
]essie Rodgers and Gloria Tompkins were the 
members oft he Terry Circle Block Club present 
to accept the Margeret Ditchel Award. 

Mac McWhirter accepted the Margaret Ditchel 
Award f~m Steve Gadbois in the name of 
Rhodes College for its generous support and 
cooperation with VH:A this past year. 
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1996 BORYS AWARD-WILLIAM STEMMLER 
William E. Stemmler is recipient ofVECA's 1996 Borys award, given to a non

resident public official for service to the VECA community. Bill is a Vice President 
for Boatmen's BankofTennessee, in charge ofCHA/Compliance Loan Heview. He 
first approached VECA on behalf ofBoatmen's in the fall of 1994, and shortly 
thereafter accepted a position on the new VECA CDC Board of Directors. As a 
banker, an experienced player with the older Cooper-Young CDC, and a caring 
person, Bill has given to the CDC Board generously of his time and his unique 
talents, and it is no exaggeration to state that he is an important reason for the 
CDC's amazing success during its first crucial year of existence. 

Bill Stemmler of Boatmen's 
Bank and the VECA CDC 
Board received the Richard 
Borys Award from VECA 
President Steve Gadbois. 

DIVERSITY STUDY UPDATE 
VECA is participating in a diversity study with Rhodes College and the 

Policy Research Action Group (PRAG). The study is part of a nationwide 
review of older neighborhoods in the United States that have a high level of 
racial diversity. VECA residents Julie Borys and Modene Thompson are 
coordinating with Rhodes College professors Mark Pohlmann and Mike 
Kirby to conduct community meetings. Several of these community meet
ings have been held to discuss VECA as a diverse community both now and 
during the formation of the Association in the early 1970s. If you are inter
ested in hosting a community meeting, contact the VECA office at 276-1066. 
When the project is completed the report will be presented to the communi
ty at a general membership meeting. 

VECACDC 
Board 
James Beard 
Craig Cardwell 
Chuck Dille 
Steve Gadbois 
Paul Herron 
Jenny Jenson 
Mike Kirby 
Sheri Lipman 
Mac McWhirter 
Jim Martin 
Tyrone Moore 
Tom Ridenhour 
William Stemmler 
M. Dell Stiner 
Pete Swailes 
Regina Walker 
Eddie Wright 

VECA 
Board 
Margaret Blackmon 
Kay Blues 
Janis Cannon 
Rick Cartwright 
Steve Gadbois 
Willette Gray 
Ann Munns 
Co nita Grigsby 
Mary Haynes 
Martha Heinemann 
Jenny Jenson 
Martha Jordan 
Margaret Leggett 
Othniel Marquei 
Molly Miller 
Gloria Singleton 
Judy Wimmer 

VECA and VECA CDC StaiT 
Ruth Gibson 
Steve Lockwood 
Mary Wilder 

DAY CARE AVAILABLE 

"'\¥ben you are buytng or 
selling a home, I can JDake a 
dttterence!" 
"Call JDe and let me sb<nV 
you bow." Y?.a...,<iy- Wdd'....,... 

I'C. ... ~n~c:lly """•J.c:ller 
72:5- :J. 818 :FI«:>me 
!5.3.3-0620 ..-.. aer 
278-4.380 <>rrtc.., 

........................................... ~ 

Trinity Preschool 
1738 Galloway Ave. 

For 3 and 4 
years old 

REGISTER 
NOW! 

274-6895 

A Ministry of Trinity United Methodist Church 
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RHODESIVECA 
"DELTA TEAM" SEEKS 
YOUR BEST IDEAS 

The newly-formed "Delta 
Project" involves teams from five 
colleges in the Delta region
Centenary, Hendrix, Lyons, 
Millsaps, and Rhodes. Each college 
is paired with a nearby community 
- VECA in Rhodes College's case. 
The Rhodes/VECA team has begun 
meeting to discuss plans for a pro
ject "that addresses the educational, 
economic, political, and/or social 
needs of the Delta region", and is 
very much interested in ideas that 
you may have. 

Feel free to contact any member 
of the team: VECA resident Janis 
Cannon, Rhodes math professor 
and VECA resident Steve Gadbois, 
Rhodes alum and VECA resident 
Jennifer Jenson, Rhodes philosophy 
professor Larry Lacy, Rhodes chap
lain and VECA resident Billy 
Newton, Peace Lutheran Church 
pastor Tom Ridenhour, and VECA 
resident Gloria Singleton. 

The current planning phase of 
the project is fully supported with 
funding from the Ford Foundation, 
the Phil Hardin Foundation, the 

N E \IV S 

Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation, 
the Foundation for the Mid South, 
and the five colleges. Current plans 
call for the writing and submission 
later this year of a major grant pro
posal for one or more large projects 
in our Delta region communities. 

WHY HAVE 
BLOCK CLUBS? 

Some people want to know their 
neighbors for safety reasons. 
Neighbors who know one another 
can look out for one another. They 
are also able to recognize strangers 
on the street and watch out for 
unusual behavior that may be an 
indication of crime. 

Other people want to know their 
neighbors for social reasons. They 
want a sense of community, a small 
village feel to their neighborhood, 
with neighbors who know each other 
and share an occasional social event, 
like a Christmas party or a summer 
picnic. Folks want to talk and work 
together to address mutual concerns 
and just have a good time. 

Community is a concept we used 
to take for granted. It still exists. We 
just have to work at it. Before the 
automobile and fear isolated us from 
one another, we met at school, in 
church, at the grocery store, and on 
the street. Now we get in the car 
and go to work, school, church, and 

stores all over the city. But we can 
still meet on our street if we work at 
it. As humans we still need commu
nity. Block Clubs can help us come 
together and can be as individual as 
the people who make them up. You 
can meet monthly, have a party a 
couple times a year, do work projects 
together, or just exchange names 
and phone numbers and agree to 
look out for one another. 

If you want to form a Block Club 
and don't know where to start, or 
know your neighbors already but 
need to revitalize your Block Club, 
call the VECA office at 276-l 066. 

WELCOME! 
WELCOME PACKETS 

The Block Club Committee is 
putting together Welcome Packets 
for new neighbors. The packets will 
be assembled once a year and kept 
at the main office. When a new resi
dent moves into the neighborhood, 
the welcome person for that street 
will pick up a packet at the VECA 
office and present it to the new resi
dent. If you would like to be a wel
come person or a contact for your 
street, please call Mary or Gloria at 
276-1066. 

MLGW TREE-TRIMMING PROGRESS REPORT 
Contractors for Memphis, Light, Gas and Water are now working their 

way east through the Memphis area trimming, topping and removing trees 
for necessary clearance of electric lines. Crews may get to the area 
between Watkins and McLean between late February and late March, 
before moving on east of McLean. 

Courtesy notices will be left at homes several days prior to the work. 
If a tree must be removed, the owner will be contacted about MLGW's 
removal/replacement program. All work is d~ne without cost to 
customers. 

0 
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VECA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
Name _____________________________________ ___ 

Telephone Day: ______________ Telephone Evening: _____________ _ 

Address __________________________ _ 

0 Newsletter Writing 

0 Other 

0 Newsletter Delivery 

0 Volunteer 

St. Therese 
Little Flower Catholic Community 

Jackson at Belvedere 

Sunday Eucharists 
8:00a.m., 10:30 <l.m. 

Saturday ,Vigil Mass-4:30p.m. 
Tues.- Fn. Mass- 5.30 p.m. 

.. Saturday Confession -3:45- 4:50 

Fr. Bob Ewing, Pastor "All Arc Welcome" 
276-1412 

Vollintine-Evergreen News 

P.O. Box 12011 

Memphis, TN 38182-0011 

JENNIFER A. JENSON 
Attorney At Law 

Office (901) 323-6760 
Home (901) 276-9000 

2670 Union Ave. Ste. 1122 
Memphis, TN 38112 

Fax (901) 323-6886 
Pager 579-7495 

Your ideas count, and you can count 
on Carol to listen! 

''Call Mef 11 

327-8528 

VECA 
VOLLINTINE-EVERGREEN C·OMMUNITV ASSOCIATION 

VECA is a neighborhood organization made up of volunteers and paying members. The Vollintine-Evergreen 
News is the way in which VECA communicates with its residents. The Vollintine-Evergreen News contains 
information about VECA, neighborhood residents, business and government policies. VECA is bounded by 
Watkins on the West, Cypress Creek on the North, Trezevant on the East and North Parkway on the South. 
Contact VECA by writing to P.O. Box 12011, Memphis, TN 38182-0011 

---------------------------------------~~~---------------------------------------


