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By Mike Kirby
There are a lot of memories in those 20 years. The original charrette in 1996 met at McLean Boulevard 
and the V&E Greenline to plan the work. Here’s a partial cast of characters: The Pew Charitable Trusts 
helped fund the purchase. Mary Wilder worked to obtain ownership. Pete and Charlotte Swailes did 
the initial mowing of an area at Auburndale and the V&E Greenline. Carol Chumney arranged the state 
grant to purchase a tractor that is used to this day. Keeler Ironworks built the two bridges and handrails 
at the Stationhouse. VECA and the YouthBuild program built the Stationhouse. Volunteers planted 
community flower gardens. Ritchie Smith Associates helped with the first master plan in 1998 and then 
again worked on the walkway and entrances project in 2015. And we can never forget the continual 
work of the V&E Greenline Committee, with both old and new members.
 The meticulous maintenance of the trail for all of the years has been a highlight, starting 
with the work of mowing volunteers Len Cobb and Craig Jordan in 1996 and continuing with current 
mowing volunteers Bill Rehberg, Jeff Hendrix, Scott McDermott, Paul Goldstein, Tom Kirby, and Maureen 
Holland.
 And the many trail users (averaging 175 a day) make the V&E Greenline special. 
 We are thankful for so much: The volunteers who mowed and managed the trail from year 
one, the many contributors who pay for maintenance, partners like Keeler Ironworks that provide 
facilities, and funders such as Hyde Family Foundation, City of Memphis and the Mid-South Regional 
Greenprint that helped provide infrastructure improvements, and the many trail users from both 
Vollintine Evergreen, Evergreen Historic, other midtown neighborhoods, and even beyond. 
 To celebrate the anniversary, the V&E Greenline commissioned a poster that represents the 
surroundings, people and spirit of the V&E Greenline. Mary Bowman’s poster represents the spirit of 
the trail. It reflects the trail users in the natural habitat or our own urban forest with many trees both 
recently planted and some still here from previous generations. 
 Her work has appeared at many Memphis venues, including Playhouse on the Square, 
Collierville Town Hall, Memphis Botanic Garden, Opera Memphis, and many other sites.
 The poster is for sale for $10 through the V&E Greenline. Email VEGreenline@gmail.com or go 
to the website at VEGreenline.org and donate via PayPal.  

The V&E Greenline is 20 Years Old! 

Photos of the fifth annual V&E 
Greenline Artwalk held Saturday, 
April 23, 2016.
Below: Mary Bowman’s winning 
poster. 
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DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT
 VOLLINTINE EVERGREEN NEWS

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS July 1
ADS July 1

Please send all articles 
and submissions to

vecanews901@gmail.com
For advertising rate sheet, or to submit ads 

electronically, please email
vecanews901@gmail.com

VECA BOARD OFFICERS
President Lilly Gilkey

Vice President Rick Maxwell
Secretary Chris Floyd
Treasurer Chuck Fox

VECA COMMITTEE HEADS
V&E Greenline Greg Lieberman

Housing Chuck Fox
Neighborhood Networks Lilly Gilkey

Blight Busters Chris Floyd
Communications Marci Hendrix

VECA is a neighborhood organization 
made up of volunteers and paying 

members. The newsletter, VECA mail, 
annual meeting, and committee  
activities are ways in which VECA  
communicates with its residents,  

businesses, and other stakeholders.
 

The VECA area is bounded by Watkins 
on the West, Cypress Creek on the 
North, Springdale on the East, and 

North Parkway on the South. 

VECA
1680 Jackson Avenue

901.276.1782
Website / Calendar: veca.org
Email: veca901@gmail.com

VECA Annual Membership Form – Become a Member
Join your neighbors in helping Vollintine Evergreen continue to be the great neighborhood it is!  Dues are tax deductible.

 Name ______________________________________ Address ___________________________________

 Phone ______________________________________ Email _____________________________________

Be one of the following types of team members:

Membership $25   •   Family/Household Membership $35   •   45th Anniversary/Gift Membership $45   •   

Neighbor $75   •   Leader $100   •   Other ______

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Tuesday, August 2, 2016, 6-8pm
VECA Welcome Center
1680 Jackson Avenue

Neighbors 
gathered for VECA’s 
inaugural game 
night Wednesday, 
May 4th. Folks 
had great things 
to say about the 
event, “There were 
plenty of exciting, 
entertaining games 
which kept the 
brain working. 
What more can one 
ask for, other than, 
show up and you 
will be glad that you did.”

Game Nite: Thursday, June 16, 6:30-8:00pm

The National Neighborhood Watch program 
is one of the oldest and most well-known 
crime prevention concepts in history that 
stresses community awareness and teamwork. 
Neighborhood Watch in Memphis was officially 
formulated in 1984. It is an organization which 
empowers local citizens to take back and 
maintain a better quality of life in their respective 
neighborhoods. This program has shown that 
citizens help in the reduction of local crime 
by being vigilant and by partnering with local 
law enforcement to address the crime related 
issues and economical challenges within their 
community.  (www.memphispolice.org/initiatives.
asp)
  VECA is an official member of the 
Neighborhood Watch program. Meetings are 
held at Crump Station Monthly the first Tuesday 
of each month. You can share your concerns and 
ideas to help make our neighborhoods safe. 
 VECA holds quarterly NW meetings as 
well at the VECA Welcome Center. The remaining 
dates for 2016 are:
 Tuesday, June 27, 6-7 pm
 Tuesday, September 26, 6-7 pm
 Tuesday, December 19, 6-7 pm

Crump Station (photo below)
949 E.H. Crump 
Memphis, TN 38104 
Front Desk: (901) 636-4600 
Traffic Violations: (901) 636-4568 
GIB Local Investigations: (901) 636-4793 
Neighborhood Watch: (901) 636-4625 
www.memphispolice.org/crump.asp

Neighborhood Watch 
Monthly Meetings

NeighborFest – Saturday, October 29
Getting together with your neighbors should be easy and not a challenge. VECA has gotten the ball rolling by setting Saturday, 
October 29th aside as a time to meet-n-greet with your neighbors. In fact, any day that weekend is great! Someone on each block 
will need to take the lead to decide when, where, and what (snack food or potluck, etc). Ask for help. Make a simple flyer to let 
everyone on the block know. Keep it simple and have fun! We’ll talk it up on Nextdoor in the days ahead.
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Giving to VECA VECA Blight Busters
Blight Busters is the newly renamed committee that deals with blighted properties in the 
Vollintine Evergreen neighborhood; it was formerly called the Neighborhood Preservation 
Committee. Committee members changed the name because it was a better fit with what 
we do.
What do we do?  
•  Identify blighted properties in the neighborhood and report to the appropriate 

agency.
•  Meet monthly to discuss blighted properties and develop strategies to solve 

problems.
•  Work with public agencies including Memphis Code Enforcement, Shelby County 

Construction Code Enforcement, Memphis Public Works, Shelby County Health 
Department and Shelby County Trustee.

•  Maintain the Lyndale Community Garden.
What are some of our highlights?
•  The committee works directly with the Shelby County Trustee to address blighted tax 

delinquent properties.
•  The committee works with City Public Works to get overgrown alleys maintained.
•  The committee worked with Shelby County Construction Code Enforcement to get 

an owner to cease weekly yard sales.
•  A committee member is a volunteer code enforcement officer and can submit 

complaints to the City.
•  The Lyndale Community Garden is a model neighborhood garden project that brings 

residents together from throughout the neighborhood.
What can you do to help?
Blight Busters has many volunteer opportunities, including attending meetings, doing 
quarterly field surveys, picking up litter and working in the garden. Please see our 
calendar of events for 2016. 

In addition to being a dues paying member of VECA, there are several other ways you 
can contribute financially to the neighborhood:

Amazon Smile : Amazon Smile supports VECA and the V&E Greenline when you shop. 
You can shop at Amazon and make a donation to the Vollintine Evergreen Community 
Association of 0.5 percent of the purchase price. This donation is made by Amazon, with 
no charge to the customer. The funds will be equally split between VECA’s most visible 
projects: The V&E Greenline and the VECA Welcome Center. If you shop at Amazon, 
please sign up to have a donation made to VECA. You will be shopping at AmazonSmile.
com, which is the same as regular Amazon with a different screen. Here’s how you sign 
up for the donation:
• Go to the website: smile.amazon.com and sign in to Amazon
• In the box that says “pick your own charitable organization,” type in Vollintine 
Evergreen Community Association and search.
• Next, select Vollintine Evergreen Community Association

United Way: Donate to VECA Through United Way. The United Way campaign allows 
you to donate directly to VECA! United Way donations are used by many nonprofit 
organizations and is a great opportunity for you to give to your neighborhood! To Donate 
to VECA: use the back of the yellow sheet of the United Way form. The bottom of Item 3 
has the following statement: “You may also support another health and human services 
organization in the United Way of the Mid-South service area.” Enter VECA or Vollintine 
Evergreen as the agency name and the amount. Please contact VECA at 276-1782 or 
veca901@gmail.com for any questions or to let us know about your contribution!

Kroger Plus Card: Use your Kroger Plus Card and donate to VECA. Create an account 
on the Kroger page at: https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Once signed in, 
click on “My Account.” In the Community Rewards section, click on “Enroll”. The VECA 
number is 18512. Please contact us at veca901@gmail.com if you have any questions 
about using the Kroger Plus Card.

Date Event Type Location Time
Thursday, May 26 Committee Meeting 1680 Jackson 6:00 PM
Thursday, Jun 23 Committee Meeting 1680 Jackson 6:00 PM
Saturday, Jul 23 Blighted Properties Field Survey 1680 Jackson 9:00 AM
Thursday, Aug 25 Committee Meeting 1680 Jackson 6:00 PM
Saturday, Sep 24 Annual Picnic 1470 Lyndale 11:30 AM
Thursday, Oct 27 Committee Meeting 1680 Jackson 6:00 PM
Friday, Nov 11 Blighted Properties Field Survey 1680 Jackson 9:00 AM
Thursday, Dec 8 Holiday Party 1680 Jackson 6:00 PM

www.ReadyShelby.org
Ready Shelby is an initiative that seeks to encourage Shelby County citizens to be more 
prepared in the event of a disaster.  Our task is to encourage everyone to take advantage 
of FREE educational services that will help to meet this goal.  Check out our website at 
www.ReadyShelby.org.  Click on Community Partners, and then click on Ready Neighbors

In the event of an emergency, first responders may take a while to get to every 
Neighborhood.  We are asking neighborhoods to help their residents and friends to 
accomplish the Five Steps to Preparedness.  In order to make this goal fun for the 
participants, we are sponsoring a friendly competition.  One Grand Prize in the amount 
of $5,000 will be awarded.  Three Second Prizes in the amount of $750 each and three 
Third Prizes in the amount of $500 each will be awarded according to participation in 
the five steps in three neighborhood size categories—Small, Medium, and Large.  Let us 
know how many active members are in your neighborhood association or group so that 
we may know into which category your neighborhood will compete. . 

Please encourage each family in your Neighborhood to work toward the Five Steps to 
Preparedness.  Every step you complete helps you to be more safe in the event of an 
emergency:
1. Have a Family Communication Plan
2. Identify safe places in the event of an emergency
3. Prepare an emergency kit including first aid supplies 
4. Learn Compression Only CPR
5. Participate in Community Emergency Response Team training (CERT)

Details for each step are available at:
www.readyshelby.org/community-partners/ready-neighbors/

 
The leadership of Springdale Baptist Church is excited to 
announce the pastoral installation of their newly-elected Lead 
Pastor, Dr. Kevin B. Taylor. 

CHURCH

 
1193 Springdale Street
901-274-6652
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VECA Annual Meeting

The Church of the Good Shepherd   Ser�Tce TTiee 
The Reverend WTllTai N. Fr�    I Rector   SundayeI 7:30 and 10:30 ai 
1971 Jackeon Avenue   WedneedayeI 10:30 ai 
MeiphTeI TN 38107  
Office: 725‐9768 
 

The Church of The Good Shepherd has remained as was originally designed, a 
Tradi�onal Anglican and Episcopal Church. Our liturgy is solemn and beau�ful, 
reec�ng centuries of tradi�on and history. The ornamenta�on and prac�ces 
reect the logical outgrowth of the principles of the Oxford movement.  

My eheep hear iy voTce 
And   know thei 
And they follow ie: 

And   �Tve thei eter�al �Tfe. 
‐John 10:27 

An Episcopal Church 
Organized in Memphis in 1865 

VECA’s annual membership meeti ng was held January 23, 2016, at Gethsemane 
Garden Church. The primary purpose of the annual meeti ng is to elect the president 
and the VECA board. The meeti ng is also a ti me to conduct needed business, highlight 
the past year’s accomplishments, and thank our volunteers.

VECA Electi ons:
Neighbors voted to have Lilly Gilkey serve another year as VECA’s president. The VECA 
bylaws state that the president is elected for a one-year term and may serve up to 
three consecuti ve terms. This will be Lilly’s third and last term as president and she 
has done a tremendous job.
 Neighbors approved the following VECA Board Members for 2016: Justi n 
Burkhead, Karen Edwards, Chris Floyd, Chuck Fox, Mary Gibson, Lilly Gilkey, Marci 
Hendrix, Angela Lamb, Sam Powers, Bob Rigus, Susan Sherrod, Tony Steinberg, 
Natasha Strong, Diane Thornton, and Jeannie Tomlinson Saltmarsh.

VECA’s Strategic Plan:
VECA’s strategic plans for 2011 through 2015 involved input from neighbors via public 
meeti ngs, input from other interested parti es via individual interviews, a review and 
analysis of the resident survey, and a review of organizati onal documents provided by 
VECA. All this data resulted in a detailed plan created by a consultant and adopted by 
the neighborhood’s governing bodies. 
 In 2015 the VECA Board of Directors reviewed the earlier document and 
revised the strategic plan to refl ect the experience of working with the plan and the 
needs and resources that would be available in 2016 and 2017. The plan was approved 
by the VECA membership at the annual meeti ng and is available at veca.org.

VECA Service Awards
VECA presented six service awards at the annual meeti ng.
 The Richard S. Borys Award, which was created to recognize public offi  cials 
who through their work contribute to the Vollinti ne Evergreen community, was 
presented to Bobby Allen, Administrator of Environmental Constructi on, City of 
Memphis, Division of Public Works for his leadership on the Sewer Assessment and 
Rehabilitati on Program. Mr. Allen and his team made improvements to the sanitary 
sewers near Lick Creek as part of a $250 million, ten-year project benefi ti ng the enti re 
city. 
 The Mary Wilder Award, which was created to recognize excellence in 
insti tuti ons that contribute to the Vollinti ne Evergreen community, was presented to 
St. John Orthodox Church for its unwavering commitment to the neighborhood.
 The Margaret Dichtel Award, which was created to recognize a Vollinti ne 
Evergreen resident and VECA member who embodies the principles of being a good 
neighbor and community acti on, was presented to Andre Hayes for the kind assistance 
he gives to his neighbors. He encourages and moti vates neighbors to respect and 
appreciate where they live by being an example. He is regularly out and about picking 
up trash, cleaning the sidewalks, calling in code enforcement violati ons and keeping an 
eye out for criminal acti vity.

 A second Dichtel 
Award was presented 
to neighbors on Albany 
Avenue, represented by 
Thomas and Ellen Lacey. 
Albany Avenue is a sight 
to behold as neighbors 
annually decorate the 
block with snowmen and 
lights galore, making the 
holidays cheerful and fun 
for residents and those 
who drive by to see the 
lights.
 The Michael Kirby 
Award, which was created 
to honor a VECA volunteer 
who has rendered 
excepti onal service to 
the Vollinti ne Evergreen 
Community Associati on, 
was presented to A.D. 
Nelson. Mr. Nelson has 
cheerfully distributed the 
neighborhood newslett er 
for years. Living adjacent 
to Cypress Creek, he was 
a longti me acti ve member 
of the Cypress Creek 
Committ ee.

 A second Kirby award was presented to 
Chris Tague for her invaluable service as editor of 
the VECA newslett er. We all have stories to tell and 
we are grateful to Chris for helping make our stories 
clear and grammati cally correct. Thank you, Chris, 
for making us look good in print.

Guest Speaker
John Carroll of City Leadership spoke about the 
new partnership with Serve901 and St. George’s 
Independent School. See arti cle on page 9.

Top right: Ellen Lacey 
and Chuck Fox;
Above left : Bobby 
Allen and team’
Above right: 
Lilly Gilkey and 
Andre Hayes;
Right and below: 
Many thanks to 
Gethsemane Garden 
Church of God in Christ 
for their wonderful 
hospitality.
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Charlott e Swailes and her husband, Pete, were longti me residents of Auburndale 
Street and one of many founders of the V&E Greenline. Charlott e recently died and 
was preceded in death by her husband.
 Even before the purchase of the trail, Charlott e mowed the secti on near 
Auburndale Street and claimed she wore out three push mowers in the inhospitable 
former railroad bed. Pete was one of the fi rst mowing volunteers to use a riding 
mower to mow the secti on from Hawthorne to University Street. The couple did 
some of the fi rst landscaping on the trail, and their pine tree and railroad ti es are sti ll 
found at Auburndale Street. At the ti me, reckless drivers were tearing up on what was 
to become the V&E Greenline, so the Swaileses created the shade garden bed and 
installed cement barriers to control the traffi  c. They also started the beauti ful crape 
myrtle collecti on on the west side of Auburndale. Charlott e was the fi rst chair of the 
Friends of the Greenways, which was the predecessor of the V&E Greenline, and 
she signed the paperwork for the purchase of the trail from the railroad. The photo 
shows the ceremony of the signing event in 1996, along with Charlott e’s celebratory 
bott le of Champagne. Pete and Charlott e were regular committ ee att endees and 
volunteered for every clean-up event. They received VECA’s Margaret Dichtel Award 
for volunteerism in 1999. 

Reprint from the 1999 newslett er arti cle:
The Margaret Dichtel Award was given jointly to two long-ti me Vollinti ne Evergreen 
residents and VECA acti vists, Pete and Charlott e Swailes. The Swaileses have been 
good neighbors to their fellow residents on North Auburndale and beyond for over 
20 years. Their acti viti es have been numerous, ranging from serving on both the 
VECA Board and the VECA CDC Board, decorati ng their street each Christmas season, 
giving a wedding anniversary party for some elderly neighbors, and doing major 
maintenance and clean-up work on the old L&N Railroad right-of-way long before it 
was purchased by VECA and renamed the V&E Greenline.    

Memorial to Founders
of the V&E Greenline

Pete and Charlett e Swailes pictured at the 1996 V&E Greenline signing event. 
Charlott e is on the fi rst row, far right; Pete is near the center of the back row. 

At the March 21, 2016 meeti ng of 
the V&E Greenline Committ ee, a 
moti on was made and approved 
to name the stati on house. Bill 
Rehberg told the committ ee, “All 
railroad stati ons need a name and 
ours is no excepti on. I propose we 
name it Kirby Stati on in honor of 
the hours and years of work by 
Mike Kirby and all the members 
of the Kirby Clan.” In true Kirby 
fashion, Mike and Jan Kirby 
abstained from the vote, and 
graciously accepted the will of the 
majority. Be sure to go by Kirby 
Stati on to admire the new signage 
and other recent improvements 
which owe so much to Mike’s vision 
and dedicati on!   

Newly-Named Kirby Station

Right: Mike Kirby and Bill Rehberg
Below: Kirby Clan, left  to right: Mike and 
Jan Kirby; Betsy, Tom and son Jordan; 
Brian, Chris and daughter, Maddie.
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The V&E Greenline Committee would 
like to say thank you to everyone who 
helped make the V&E Artwalk a great 
success! Thank you for helping us prepare 
the grounds, thank you for passing out 
posters and postcards, and thank you for 
every single moment you gave us during 
the actual event.
 Thanks for making a difference in 
the Vollintine Evergreen community and 
for helping to keep the V&E Greenline 
thriving! 

Thank You Volunteers!

Artwalk photo contributers in this issue: Ashli Aaron, Caley Foreman, 
Marci Hendrix, Mike Kirby, and  Suzanne Martin
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HoneyRock Volunteers 

Team members from HoneyRock, the Outdoor Center for Leadership 
Development of Wheaton College, spent  March 31st working in 
Vollintine Evergreen. The group collected trash along Jackson Avenue 
and Watkins Avenue in the morning, and cleaned the sidewalk and 
grounds of the Stationhouse in preparation of the V&E Artwalk. 
Team members were engaged and asked a lot of questions about the 
neighborhood. We hope to work with HoneyRock again!               
www.wheaton.edu/honeyrock

Spring into Action
Want to give back to the V&E Neighborhood 
and Support VECA?
By Natasha Strong
Whether you excel at planning events, have a knack for design, pick up litter when 
you see it, enjoy working in the garden, or help cut the lawns of vacant properties, 
volunteering at VECA is the perfect opportunity to give back to the community and 
support your neighborhood organization VECA. It’s your chance to get more involved. 
Busy schedules do not mean we have to write off community involvement completely. 
There are many ways to Take Action and Get Involved. Here are a few ways to get you 
started!
 Become a VECA AMBASSADOR – Get to know your neighbors. We’re 
issuing a call for community greeters, meaning neighbors who would like to welcome 
newcomers to Vollintine Evergreen. Help boost and strengthen neighborhood pride by 
promoting VECA and the benefits of a VECA membership. For more information, email 
vecamembership@gmail.com.
 DONATE to VECA – We rely on your tax-deductible membership dues to support 
neighborhood projects, to host a range of activities and events annually, and to fund the 
VECA Welcome Center, located at 1680 Jackson Avenue. Every dollar donated to VECA 
makes a difference!
 Be the “U” in VOLUNTEER – Make a difference and volunteer! Share your 
passion by joining a committee. As an entirely volunteer-run organization, VECA relies on 
its members and the active involvement of V&E residents like you. For more information, 
email veca901@gmail.com.
 Be an ACTIVE VECA MEMBER – Connect and engage with VECA on social media 
(Facebook, Twitter, and Nextdoor.com). Stay informed. To receive the weekly ENews from 
VECA, send your name and email address to vecanews901@gmail.com.
 Be a CHANGEMAKER – Vollintine Evergreen still has challenges to overcome. 
Amplify your voice as a concerned citizen by attending neighborhood meetings. Only 
through all of us working together can we continue improving and maintaining a quality 
residential neighborhood where people want to live, work, play, shop, and eat. Visit veca.
org for a calendar of events and committee information. 
 

Did you know…
In 2012, Vance Lauderdale 
featured a story in Memphis 
Magazine about a house in our 
neighborhood (link below). 
We talked with homeowner, 
Stacy Penningon for an update. 
Pennington told us, “I was 
up on the roof, putting down 
some sealant to stop some 
leaks, and I had some left over 
that I didn’t want to mess with 
storing. I know that the imaging 
satellites are south of us, closer 
to the equator, so I painted this 
on the roof and waited. About 
6 months later, it was in Google and stayed that way for a couple of years. We’ve since 
had a new roof put on, so it is pretty boring up there now.”

memphismagazine.com/ask-vance/the-secret-l-o-v-e-house-in-memphis/
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An Encounter with Bugs 
and Trees
By Connie Shepherd
Have you looked at your crape myrtle trees lately? You may noti ce black along the stems 
and bark, looking as if they are covered with soot. You might also noti ce small white 
scale along the bark. This is caused by an insect known as Eriococcus lagerstroemia, 
commonly referred to as crape myrtle bark scale (CMBS). The black “soot” is exudate 
from the insects. It is easy to see, even from a distance.
 It was fi rst noti ced in the Memphis area about three years ago. Since that 
infestati on, many of the crape myrtle trees in our area have been aff ected. I became 
aware of it last fall. As horti culturist for the City of Memphis, one of my responsibiliti es is 
to care for the trees on city properti es, medians, and parks. It is a daunti ng task thinking 
about how many trees there are planted on the medians and in the parks. 
 According to several sources, the insect was fi rst discovered in a Dallas suburb 
in 2004. It has spread throughout the southeast and has now begun its descent on 
Memphis and surrounding suburbs. At stake is a multi billion dollar landscape tree. It is 
one of a few trees that blooms throughout the summer. They are planted everywhere. 
 Now we have to consider what opti ons are available to control this pest. Several 
arti cles by Chris Cooper, Tennessee cooperati ve extension agent for Shelby County, 
and Chris Gang, contributi ng writer for The Commercial Appeal, have highlighted the 
problem, as have speakers at garden shows. Litt le research has been done on how to 
control this pest. 
 According to the University of Arkansas Cooperati ve Extension Service, here are 
several suggesti ons:
•  Applicati on of systemic insecti cides as a drench applied to the root zone has shown 

the most promise in tests to date. Imidacloprid, thiomethoxam, and dinotefuran 
have shown the best control when applied between May and July. When 
drenching the soil with a systemic insecti cide, allow several weeks for the product 
to be distributed throughout the plant. Acetamiprid and clothianidin, as well as 
neonicoti noids, have been helpful. (Neonicoti noids can be harmful to bees, so spray 
early so the chemical will not be present in the fl owers during pollen season.)

•  Horti cultural oil has not yet been shown to be eff ecti ve; 
however, a winter applicati on of dorman oil to the bark 
and crotches of the plants where scales shelter may be 
benefi cial. Be sure to use enough to allow for penetrati on 
behind loose bark and into cracks and crevices. 

•  Washing the black off  the tree does nothing other than 
remove the exudate of the insect.

•  Lady beetles should be preserved, as the twice-stabbed 
lady beetle is an effi  cient predator of this scale.

 I have begun the spray program for crape myrtle trees 
on City of Memphis property. No one knows whether this 
insect can kill our trees. If you have a crape myrtle in your yard, 
please check for this insect. If infected, begin a regimen to 
control it.
 On a happier note, dogwoods and tulip poplars are 
fi nishing their bloom cycle. Spring is a wonderful ti me in Memphis. Enjoy your outdoor 
ti me in your neighborhood, at Overton Park, and on the V&E Greenline.

Connie Shepherd graduated from Louisiana State University with a bachelor in science degree in 
horti culture. She has spent 25 years working in the horti culture industry. Five years ago, she came 
to Midtown Memphis to be closer to family and enjoy the cultural diversity of food, music and 
entertainment available. She recently moved into the VECA neighborhood from the other side of 
Overton Park.

RICK WHITE

I Live Here Too!

No One Cares About Memphis
Property Values More Than I Do...

Office:  (901) 276-8800 
Cell:  (937) 367-1508

rick.white@crye-leike.com

RICK WHITE
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Office:  (901) 276-8800 
Cell:  (937) 367-1508

rick.white@crye-leike.com

BUY • SELL • INVEST

By Sarah Cowan
St. George’s Independent School and City Leadership today announced an exclusive 
joint partnership to support service learning and community engagement in Memphis 
through collaborati on with the Choose901 campaign and Serve901 program. While the 
partnership is multi -faceted, the most visible aspect of the relati onship will be newly 
renovated shared space at 815 N. McLean Boulevard in the Vollinti ne Evergreen neigh-
borhood.
 Named the “St. George’s/Serve901 Bunkhouse,” the facility will include bunks 
for more than 100 people, as well as common areas. For Serve901, a program that 
curates service experiences with college students to understand and serve Memphis 
and logged 7248 volunteer hours from 434 parti cipants in 2015, the space will enable 
program growth. St. George’s consti tuents will be able to use the facility for a variety of 
purposes including alumni events, meeti ngs, or class, club or team retreats.
 “Both Serve901 and St. George’s need a place like the Bunkhouse, but neither 
organizati on would use it every day of the year. Creati ng this space together and shar-
ing it is such a great investment of maximizing resources,” noted John Carroll, Executi ve 
Director of City Leadership.
 Equally signifi cant, the affi  liati on will include a four-year programming part-
nership in which Serve901 staff  will collaborate with SGIS faculty and students to create 
outstanding year-round learning experiences, from summer camps to “deep dive” 
leadership opportuniti es for middle and upper school students.
 “The partnership between St. George’s and Serve901 is a natural fi t all around. 
With a long track record of being focused on things greater than ourselves alone and a 
commitment to preparing our students for college and life, we look forward to broad-
ening our eff orts to provide compelling service and leadership experiences for our stu-
dents,” said Ross Peters, St. George’s Head of School. “Our collaborati on with Serve901 
is a manifestati on of our desire to serve our students by showing them how they might 
serve our city.”

About St. George’s Independent School
St. George’s Independent School is a college preparatory school in the Episcopal tradi-
ti on of educati on that is dedicated to the pursuit of excellence, preparing students for 
a life of learning and meaningful contributi on in an inclusive learning community that 
nurtures outstanding academic achievement, relati onships, leadership, and character 
reinforced by Judeo-Christi an values.

About Serve901
Serve901 is an initi ati ve of the nonprofi t organizati on, City Leadership which was 
founded in 2010 by John Carroll as a nonprofi t consulti ng agency. Serve901 hosts 
groups of college students to Memphis to engage, serve, and learn about Memphis. 
Groups visit the Nati onal Civil Rights Museum, hear from social justi ce-minded leaders 
in the city, eat amazing food, and work to support the work of great Memphis organiza-
ti ons and communiti es. Since 2004, City Leadership/Serve901 has hosted more than 
150 groups and invested thousands of volunteer hours into the city of Memphis.
www.serve901.org

Provides Shared Space and Programming

St. George’s and Serve901 
Forge Unique Partnership

Christina Huntington with Memphis Urban Sketchers met 
up with other sketchers at the V&E Artwalk. The group 

meets once a month or 
more, usually on the � rst 

Saturday of the month. All 
are welcome, and it’s free. 
Find them on facebook or 

their website:

urbansketchers-memphis.blogspot.com .
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h2o Church  Green Triangles Project  
Moves to Next Step

By Cathy Marcinko
VECA has successfully completed its third IOBY (In Our Backyard) fundraising campaign, 
raising more than $6,425 thanks to the generosity of neighborhood residents, donors 
and IOBY! The Green Triangles Project will “green” and beautify two traffic islands at 
University/Hallwood and Jackson, which are major intersections and “gateways” within 
the Vollintine Evergreen neighborhood that have long been covered in gray asphalt. 
 The response to the project has been overwhelmingly positive since the 
campaign began on March 1. The Green Triangles project team and the many residents 
who will benefit from the project are grateful to the more than 40 donors who have 
generously given to the campaign. We are also grateful for IOBY Memphis, which 
provided an online platform for the campaign, helped organize the effort, and provided 
a 1:1 match for the first $1,750 raised. IOBY's match was critical in galvanizing the 
campaign effort and early donors. The match was met within the first few weeks of the 
campaign, showing that the project had struck a chord with many in the community. 
 The funds raised for the project will be primarily used to pay for fill dirt and 
landscaping materials. The project team has requested that the City assist in removing 
the asphalt from the islands. First, however, the city engineer's office must approve plans 
for the project. Ritchie 
Smith and Associates, the 
landscape architectural 
firm that has worked with 
the V&E Greenline, has 
graciously agreed to help 
create the design plans. 
 The project 
team has developed a 
preliminary wish list for 
the design that includes 
low-maintenance native 
plants and incorporation 
of brick and rock. Once 
the plan is ready, we will 
share them with donors 
and residents through the 
VECA newsletter, website, 
and in a meeting at the VECA Welcome Center to get community input. Once the design 
is final, we can submit it to city engineers for review and approval. After approval, 
implementation is the next stage. 
 Donations are still being accepted for the Green Triangles Project and will allow 
other amenities to be added to the design. In addition, the project has and will require 
ongoing volunteer support. We are looking for volunteers to help with:
•  design and engineering aspects 
•  getting approval from the City 
•  public relations/outreach/social media 
•  fundraising 
•  donations of materials and labor  
 We currently anticipate that work will begin in the fall of this year or early 2017, 
and that most of the landscaping work will be done by volunteers. After the project 
is completed, neighborhood residents will provide the ongoing maintenance of the 
triangles.
 If you have suggestions or want to get involved in the Green Triangles Project, 
please email sgadbois@aeneas.com or cathy.marcinko@gmail.com.

By Elizabeth Brooker
During the first week of March 2016, five of us from h2o Church at the University of 
Toledo in Toledo, Ohio, set out for a week of service in Memphis. We had no idea 
what to expect because most of us had never been to Memphis before. Memphis 
was one of the two Spring Break trips that were offered this year through h2o. 
 h2o Church is a campus church for college students that meets in the 
student union on campus. We meet on Sundays for church and then throughout 
the week for our weekly Bible studies and other various events. 
 We knew we would be serving on this trip, but we didn't know in what 
capacity. Throughout the week, we spent time volunteering in schools, and 
nonprofits all over the city, and got to see a lot of the city itself. We loved it here! 
 One of the awesome things we got to do was team up with Mike Kirby and 
Bill Rehberg for a clean-up on the V&E Greenline. We chopped down vines, moved 
rotten tree trunks, and picked up sticks along the trail, as well as various other 
things. We also helped clean up the Stationhouse on our last day here. 
 Mike and Bill made this experience what it was. Their kind and caring 
personalities were obvious in all that they did. You could tell they love what they 
do. 
 Right before we left we were planting some trees along one of the roads 
with Mike, and a police car pulled up and asked if we were all right. We said, 
“Yeah, we're just planting some trees!” In that moment, and what summed up the 
entire trip for us, we realized how much good there is in cities like Memphis, and 
sometimes it’s in something as small as a new tree. You just have to look for it.

Bill Rehberg and h2o team
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MIDTOWN 
VOTED BEST BURGER IN MEMPHIS SINCE 1984! 

FREE LIVE MUSIC EVERY SUNDAY: 4:30 & 8:30PM 
TRIVIA EVERY TUESDAY: 8:00PM 

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 7 DAYS A WEEK 

WWW.HUEYBURGER.COM 

To report code violations call Memphis 
City Government at 311 (tall weeds, junk 
vehicles, etc.)

To report street light 
outages, call MLGW at 
320-1497

The Bikesmith

233 Alexander • 85 Alicia • 5378 Alladin • 5680 Angela N • 274 Angelus • 287 Angelus • 243 Angelus • 233 Alexander • 85 Alicia • 5378 Alladin • 5680 Angela N • 274 Angelus • 287 Angelus • 243 Angelus • 
1780 Appling Oaks • 26 Ashlawn • 1092 Audubon • 2526 Autumn • 434 Avalon • 4772 Aynsley • 580 1780 Appling Oaks • 26 Ashlawn • 1092 Audubon • 2526 Autumn • 434 Avalon • 4772 Aynsley • 580 
Barksdale • 6064 Beau Pres • 8621 Beaverwood • 4228 Belle Meade Cove • 4237 Belle Meade Cove • Barksdale • 6064 Beau Pres • 8621 Beaverwood • 4228 Belle Meade Cove • 4237 Belle Meade Cove • 
4271 Belle Meade Cove • 574 Belvedere • 571 Belvedere • 669 Belvedere • 672 Belvedere • 6572 Bramble 4271 Belle Meade Cove • 574 Belvedere • 571 Belvedere • 669 Belvedere • 672 Belvedere • 6572 Bramble 
Cove • 5502 Brantford • 1281 Bray Park • 250 Bremington • 218 Brenrich Cv 219 • 219 Brenrich Cv Cove • 5502 Brantford • 1281 Bray Park • 250 Bremington • 218 Brenrich Cv 219 • 219 Brenrich Cv 
219 • 4353 Burgundy • 3780 Cardinal • 79 Carlos W • 1509 Carr • 1516 Carr • 1555 Carr • 1563-65 219 • 4353 Burgundy • 3780 Cardinal • 79 Carlos W • 1509 Carr • 1516 Carr • 1555 Carr • 1563-65 
Carr • 1574 Carr • 1685 Carr • 1865 Carr • 2904 Catawba • 548 Center • 578 Center • 592 Center • Carr • 1574 Carr • 1685 Carr • 1865 Carr • 2904 Catawba • 548 Center • 578 Center • 592 Center • 
600 Center • 656 Center • 711 Center • 1426 Central • 1644 Central • 2847 Central • 347 Central Cove 600 Center • 656 Center • 711 Center • 1426 Central • 1644 Central • 2847 Central • 347 Central Cove 
• 4233 Central Lane • 698 Charles Place • 758 Charles Place • 816 Charles Place • 822 Charles Place • 4233 Central Lane • 698 Charles Place • 758 Charles Place • 816 Charles Place • 822 Charles Place 
• 3740 Charleston Square • 4221 Charleswood • 129 Cherokee • 69 Cherokee • 88 Cherokee • 104 • 3740 Charleston Square • 4221 Charleswood • 129 Cherokee • 69 Cherokee • 88 Cherokee • 104 
Cherry • 120 Cherry • 196 Cherry • 41 Cherry • 482 Cherry • 54 Cherry • 546 Cherry • 55 Cherry • Cherry • 120 Cherry • 196 Cherry • 41 Cherry • 482 Cherry • 54 Cherry • 546 Cherry • 55 Cherry • 
4374 Cherry Place W • 343 Chuckwood • 4669 Cole • 5476 Collingwood • 585 Country Club • 2219 4374 Cherry Place W • 343 Chuckwood • 4669 Cole • 5476 Collingwood • 585 Country Club • 2219 
Court • 2253 Court • 2095 Courtland • 2006 Cowden • 1849 Cowden • 1881 Cowden • 1915 Cowden Court • 2253 Court • 2095 Courtland • 2006 Cowden • 1849 Cowden • 1881 Cowden • 1915 Cowden 
• 2116 Cowden • 3099 Cowden • 3149 Cowden • 3203 Cowden • 3209 Cowden • 3213 Cowden • 3616 • 2116 Cowden • 3099 Cowden • 3149 Cowden • 3203 Cowden • 3209 Cowden • 3213 Cowden • 3616 
Cowden • 4713 Crossover • 791 Cypress 800 • 800 Cypress 800 • 211 Deloach • 159 Devon • 2 Devon Cowden • 4713 Crossover • 791 Cypress 800 • 800 Cypress 800 • 211 Deloach • 159 Devon • 2 Devon 
• 674 East • 1745 Eastmoreland • 2355 Eastwood • 2262 Edgewood Cove • 1858 Felix • 5521 Fiesta • • 674 East • 1745 Eastmoreland • 2355 Eastwood • 2262 Edgewood Cove • 1858 Felix • 5521 Fiesta • 
212 Florence • 2264 Forest Grove Cove • 1617 Forrest • 1630 Forrest • 1693 Forrest • 1694 Forrest • 212 Florence • 2264 Forest Grove Cove • 1617 Forrest • 1630 Forrest • 1693 Forrest • 1694 Forrest • 
1696 Forrest • 1804 Forrest • 9799 Frank Road • 3345 Gallery Drive • 1666 Galloway • 1807 Galloway 1696 Forrest • 1804 Forrest • 9799 Frank Road • 3345 Gallery Drive • 1666 Galloway • 1807 Galloway 
• 4001 Galloway • 4026 Galloway • 4008 Galloway • 4001 Galloway •358 Galloway • 371 Galloway • • 4001 Galloway • 4026 Galloway • 4008 Galloway • 4001 Galloway •358 Galloway • 371 Galloway • 
5545 Glenbrier • 1730 Glenwood • 1390 Goodbar • 1430 Goodbar • 502 Goodland • 532 Goodland • 5545 Glenbrier • 1730 Glenwood • 1390 Goodbar • 1430 Goodbar • 502 Goodland • 532 Goodland • 
104 Goodlett • 210 Goodlett N • 65 Goodway Lane • 294 Goodwyn • 425 Goodwyn •227 Goodwyn W 104 Goodlett • 210 Goodlett N • 65 Goodway Lane • 294 Goodwyn • 425 Goodwyn •227 Goodwyn W 
• 693 Graham • 4221 Grandview • 8238 Green Gate Cove • 6639 Green Shadows • 241 Greenway • 460 • 693 Graham • 4221 Grandview • 8238 Green Gate Cove • 6639 Green Shadows • 241 Greenway • 460 
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Marx-Bensdorf
901-682-1868

I sell houses...
   It’s what  I do!
      Call Me!
         - Agent Pitts
            901-355-5038

Connect with Vollinti ne Evergreen 
Neighbors via  Nextdoor, a private 
social network for neighborhoods. 
Go to nextdoor.com and create an 
account by entering your address 
and email address. Once the address 
is verifi ed, you can connect to other 
Vollinti ne Evergreen neighbors and 
talk to each other about things going 
on in the neighborhood, whether 
that’s exchanging recommendati ons 
on local service providers, like a 
contractor, a painter, a babysitt er, or 
talking about local restaurants. People 
also use the site to talk about more 
personal things, like lost pets. Crime 
and preventi on is a frequent topic and 
Nextdoor is increasingly becoming like 
a virtual neighborhood watch for the 
neighborhood. Technology is helping 
people become more connected, 
and you are invited to join the 
conversati on.

The Bikesmith truck has become a common sight in Vollinti ne Evergreen over the last 
couple of years. Neighbor Jim Steff en can be seen in his rehabbed former UPS-type 
truck working on bicycles around here, at Overton Park, in Binghampton, and Shelby 
Farms. Steff en began his mobile bike shop with grant assistance from the MEMMobile 
Program, a City of Memphis Innovati on Delivery Team program designed to encourage 
small business. 
 And although he’s sti ll mobile, he recently opened a full-service bike shop on 
Hollywood near Broad complete with a pump track out back. What’s a pump track? 
He explains, “A pump track is a conti nuous loop of dirt berms and ’rollers’ [smooth 
dirt mounds] that you ride without pedaling. The name ’pump track’ comes from the 
pumping moti on used by the rider’s upper and lower body as he or she rides around 
the track. The idea of a pump track is to use this pumping moti on to maintain your 
speed around the track without pedaling.”
 In additi on to being a full service bike shop, The Bikesmith shop off ers yoga 
for cyclists and runners and classes on minor bike repair (fl at ti res, etc.). Visit The 
Bikesmith to see the selecti on of bikes, accessories, and craft  beers. Or bring your bike 
in and watch it get repaired. 

Bike Shop
509 N Hollywood
Memphis, TN — 38112
www.bikesmithtruck.com
901 871-2453
bikesmithtruck@gmail.com

Wear it
Want it
Need it

goodwillmemphis.org

If You Don't

DONATE IT!
We'll Use it to Create Jobs.

®

Attended Donation Center @ 651 N. McLean
Open Mon-Sat 7am-6pm & Sunday 11am-6pm

Donations VEnews:Layout 1  5/2/16  3:09 PM  Page 1



Photos above and left  by Ashli Aaron who has 
been a resident of the V&E neighborhood for 
nearly two years. She is studying Photography 
at The University of Memphis and will 
graduate in December of 2016.
 

Sponsors of the V&E Artwalk
Gold:
 Memphis Arts Collective
Silver:
 Jeff and KC Warren
 Lynne and Henry Turley
 Mercy Hill Church
 Buckman Laboratories
 Church Health Center
 Crosstown Concourse
 Wiseacre Brewing
 Art Center
Bronze
 Evergreen Historic District
 Eclectic Eye
 West Memorials
 Tangles Hair Studio
 Midtown Mini Mart
 Polo Wine and Liquor
 Hi Tone
Contributor
 Sowell & Company Realtors

Chuck Parr of the Memphis Arts Collective


