Protecting Personal Property
The difference between burglary and robbery:

Burglary: a theif takes something from a building/structure that does not belong to them
Robbery: taking personal property from another person using force

Myths about burglary:

· Burglars sneak around at night and break into a house while people are asleep

· Burglars base houses for long periods of time to pick the most lucrative target

· Burglaries are well planned and executed

Burglars don’t want to work that hard, they look for EASY TARGETS!

Did you know?

· Houses that have been burglarized before are more likely to be hit again

· Burglars ring the door bell to find out if you’re home

· Houses that are vacant for extended periods of time are at a higher risk and houses that are routinely vacant during the day (with no cars/signs of life)

· Houses with new residents are at a higher risk of getting buglarized

· Houses on corners or at intersections have higher rates of burglary

Nine out of ten burglaries can be prevented! Reduce your risk! Your three greatest weapons:


Light



-  Mount exterior lights out of reach



- Consider motion-activated lights



- Put inside lights on timers


Time



- Make it time consuming to break in, install deadbolts



- Double lock doors which contain glass


Noise



- Consider getting a dog



- Consider an alarm system ($10 alarms from Radio Shack)
Other tips for prevention:

· Try not to mount TVs/high-value items where they can be seen from the street

· Lock up ladders/tools which could be used to break into your home  
· Work with your neighbors – communicate!

· Display your house numbers clearly – help MPD and emergency personnel find your house quickly if they need to

· Make a list of your valuable belongings and photograph them

· Make sure you have enough insurance

What types of “targets” do offenders CRAVE?
Concealable
Removable

Available & Valuable

Enjoyable

Disposable

- OVER -
If you are a victim of burglary – REPORT IT!!

· MPD tracks burglaries and leads make all the difference!

· The Burglary Bureau monitors pawn shops – having serial numbers can make a difference in getting your items back!
· Since 2005, MPD has seen a 33% DECREASE in Residential Burglary Stats

What is the burglar’s favorite room? Think like a theif – where is all the stuff kept?
         Bathroom?   Garage?   Kitchen?   Bedroom?   Den? Where do you keep things? 

- Burglars like to break into places where they can’t be seen

- Residential burglaries generally happen in the morning and early afternoon – shed/detached garage break ins can occur at all hours

DON’T BE AN EASY TARGET AND HELP NEIGHBORS FROM BEING EASY TARGETS!

