Situational Awareness Crime Prevention
What is Situational Awareness?  The perception of the elements in the environment and the ability to maintain the “big picture” and think ahead.  

· Take a moment to scan the area you are in – is there something in the immediate area that needs your attention? 

· Know that every walk, every drive, trip to the store is unique – something could come up that you are not expecting

· If you are multitasking – prioritization is greatly aided by your situational awareness

Who has better situational awareness? A Crook or the Victim? Why?

What is “street sense”?  Your “gut feeling” – GO WITH IT!  Listen to your body’s physical reactions:

* Sharpen senses: pupils dilate, hairs stand up on end

* Heart rate increases

* Endorphins release – feel energetic

In order for a crime to occur three things must happen at the same time:

1. There is a target available

2. There is a lack of someone there to stop the crime (a guardian)

3. A motivated offender is present

** A capable guardian CAN prevent crime!
Who is a capable guardian? YOU, The Police, Neighbors, Security Systems, Dogs, Locks

What types of “targets” do offenders CRAVE?
Concealable
Removable

Available & Valuable

Enjoyable

Disposable

How can you be prepared?  Maintain a Circle of Awareness
Criminals look for easy and distinguishable targets/victims: flashy jewelry, large amount of $ money: they don’t want to have to work too hard! 

· ICE in your cell phone: program and “In Case of Emergency” number

· Know the closet “safe havens”

· THINK like a predator

· Who and what is around you? Stranger or strange vehicles 

· TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS

- OVER -
Before going out…

· Keep your distractions at a minimum 

· Use the buddy system when possible

· Avoid being chosen – walk confidently

· Where is your purse or wallet?

· Walk away from buildings, not next to them

· Vary your route

· Use window reflections when possible

When you get back or home…

· When you get in the car, check your back seat

· Take a few seconds and look at your home and/or surroundings before you get out of your car

· If you are attacked, yell “FIRE” not “Help”

DON’T BE AN EASY TARGET AND HELP NEIGHBORS FROM BEING EASY TARGETS!

