lost the subdivision which was later purchased by Dave
Dermon.®? This developer used unique sales approaches
to sell his houses. One at Trezevant and Volliintine
was called a '"talking house.' At different locations
microphones were located which told perspective buyers
how the construction was done and how the house could
be financed. The talking house attracted many viewers.
"Some 15,000 came to see his display."?0 Gilbert
Delugach subsequently bought lots on both sides of
East from Jackson to Henry and built homes on them in
the $6,000-$7,000 range.?

It was not until 1938 that large scale subdivision
planning resumed. That year Colonial Terrace, north of
Vollintine between McLean and Barksdale, was begun by
C. M. Jacobson. He was called the "Viking Builder,"
because his parents had come from Norway. Jacobson
moved to Memphis in 1919 with the Bemidji Drainage Company.
He organized his homebuilding business in 1923 Sad was
joined by Lloyd Lovitt, Jr. after World War II.

The company became one of the city's leading home
builders.

Jacobson "engaged architect Polk Agee," Who today is
Tennessee's oldest practicing architect. fie both lives

and works in one of the houses built in Colonial Terrace,
1874 Rainbow. The first FHA financed home in the city
was built on Rainbow Drive by Mr. Jacobson. 93

When this company started to build in 1938 the whole
area was still open fields almost to the Vollintine
Golf Course which Mr. Agee considered a "very nice asset."9
The idea was to try to develop this subdivision with a
colonial atmosphere. Today it is still a very attractive
section.

The Polk Agees had their choice of lots; his lot was
originally 60 feet by 120 feet though he now has 400-feet
depth. The houses sold for $9,000-$14,000 and contained
1250-1300 square feet. There were brisk sales, and by
1940 the subdivision was sold out.9?
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The first family to move in was the William Reeves
family followed by the J. T. McDonalds. The Agees were
third. The Rick Thomas home at 1860 Monticello was a
model home, "Liberty House," which sold for $10,000 in
1938.96 Architect Agee is happy that the neighborhood has
held up well with professional type people buying into
the area today. Some black families have moved in, and
they are of the same professional caliber. D'Army Bailey,
attorney and journalist, lives at 1856 Monticello Drive
in this subdivision.

Agee commented on the younger families moving into the
subdivision today.

I've seen three generations progress through
here. For awhile I though it was going to

be an old folks' home, but they (the

young) began to come in and brought liveliness
to the area.

T. G. Uhlhorn developed the Julia H. Uhlhorn Mignon
Terrace Subdivision in 1938. These houses are charming,
clapboard Cape Cod cottages.

As the population of the area increased, improvements
were made in streets and public transportation serving the
neighborhood. By the 1940s Jackson had been widened to
four lanes as far west as Watkins. It was extended to
connect with the Austin Peay Highway syatem.ga A newspaper
article called it a "straight as an arrow road" promising
to cut off some twenty-three miles on the trip to Nashville.??

By the early 1940s the neighborhood had a fairly complete
public transportation network. Stories in the Commercial
Appeal stated that the Glenview-Faxon line ended at
University and Tutwiler, the western edge of the Southwestern
campus. A new route would begin there and go south to
North Parkway and then out Summer to Graham. The Jackson
Lamar trackless trolley line was to be extended to Jackson
and the viaduct; additional coaches would be added. Gas
bus service would be added east on North Parkway from
University.lﬂo
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