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CITY AGENCIES

The following city agencies should be called

if you have a problem.

Mayor's Action Center: This 1is the agency
which deals with all complaints. It 1is a
good source to deal with wmost any issue.

Phone: 576-6500

Sanitation: This agency is one of the most
responsive to citizen complaints. If trash
appears around your garbage can, it may be
that the flipper on the sanitation truck is

not working properly. A call will alert the
agency to this problem. If your street needs
sweeping, a call will result in a visit by a
street sweeper. Numbers for Sanitation are:
Curbside cart Repairs 576-6508; Dial-A-
Truck for weekend cleanup 576-6508; Weed
Department 576-6716; and Complaints 576-6851.

Health Department: If there are signs of
rats, high weeds and wunsanitary practices,
this agency will be very responsive.
(576-7600)

Memphis Light, Gas and Water: MLGW maintains
a large section of right of way which is a
greenbelt. Motor cycles and cars which

destroy the turf should be reported.
(528-4186)

Renters: Renters sometime have problems with
landlords not maintaining the property.
There is an excellent private agency, called

Memphis Housing Opportunities, which can
provide advice. (526-2191)

FOR SALE
VECA is a dynamic neighborhood: property

values are increasing and many new attractive
neighbors moving into the area. Many houses
are undergoing remodeling. It is the type of
neighborhood to which many Memphians are
attracted.

A reader recently sent us this article which
reminds us how to attract good neighbors. The
reader writes:

A house is currently for sale on our street.
We would 1like to share our thoughts with you
on the actions that our neighborhood took to
get good neighbors.

It is important to understand that your house

is the most important investment that you
own .. It is wup to you to protect that
investment. The most influential factor in

the value of your house is location—--in other
words, the quality and the friendliness of
the neighborhood.

We found out that our neighbors, who we
treasured, had decided to move since their
house was no longer large enough for their
family and enlarging the existing house was
impossible. We told our friends and
colleagues about the house. This did not lead

to a sale, but it did indicate our feelings
about getting good neighbors. Once the
realtor's sign went up, we spruced up our

block. Sometimes a neighborhood is wonderful,
but appears ragged due to minor details. We
swept sidewalks, the street, raked our lawns,
picked up paper, parked extra vehicles in
driveways so that it did not seem our street

was overcrowded, and put away garbage cans
and any material on our front porches.

We met the realtors and offered to help them
in the sale of the house. Ours is a close
neighborhood. We know each other and we- have

some very close friendships.

to know about
also -are

We want
us and our

prospective neighbors
neighborhood. We

active in VECA and fiand that prospective
buyers are impressed that there 1is a
newspaper in the area. We willingly meet

with an interested buyer. Sometimes we saw a
prospective buyer walking on the street who
wants to know more about the neighborhood.

RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY

A special thanks from VECA to the Sanitation
Department for their fine work in maintaining
the railroad route through the neighborhood.
Unfortunately, the railroad has not exercised
their obligation to maintain the property.

Steve Gadbois is interested in forming a VECA
group to discuss the right of way, especially
for purposes of a bike trail. Call Steve at
278-4116 if you are interested in
participating in the discussion.

VECA HOUSING COMMITTEE
CLAIMS SUCCESS

It is not legal for businesses to put up
signs and function in a residential areas.
When several businesses developed, the VECA



housing committee took -their case to the
City of Memphis to remove them.
Organized and obvious businesses will not be

tolerated in residential areas and will be

reported to the city at once.

RHODES UPDATE
Tom Kepple, Provost of Rhodes, spoke at the
last VECA meeting. He discussed the new
master plan which would require some new
buildings on campus since the student
population was increasing to 1500. The
College is also plapning to request a change
to a university/college zoning type.

Kepple indicated that he would be meeting
with neighbors directly adjacent to the
College before the plan went to the City
Council. Kepple made a commitment to the

intention of
areas of the
strong Rhodes

group that the College had no
expanding into the residential
neighborhood. He displayed a
commitment to the neighborhood.

Kevin McDonald from Heia Park spoke 1in
opposition. He said the change in zoning was
not necessary and had the potential of

introducing uses not compatible with the
neighborhood. He also spoke against
relocating the football stadium from its

present site.
THE VECA ADVISOR

The VECA Advisor provides hints to homeowners
on a variety of issues.

MLGW still provides zero interest loans to
home owners to install insulation and storm
windows. All it takes is a call to MLGW for
an energy survey.

It has been reported to VECA that
unscrupulous plumbers are banging on water

pipes at the time they provide estimates.
The reason the plumbers give is to test them.

However, banging on pipes actually creates
water leaks.
Stripping woodwork with chemicals is a

dangerous and difficult task. Now, a new heat
gun make the task easier, safer and neater. A
heat gun can be purchased at hardware stores
for about $30.

SECURITY PATROL

The VECA Executive Committee endorses the

Universal Security Patrol. The service
operates on a voluntary subscription fee of
$23 per month from homeowners who receive the
service. They patrol the streets around
subscribers, respond to calls for assistance,
pick up mail during vacations, and respond
in situations in which the police would not
want to be bothered. It 1is a wonderful
service. Their phone number is 274-1794.

VECA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Grace Wallace has been meeting with
the Executive Committee of VECA on the first

Monday of every month. The following is a
report of their actions. Rich Olcott was
appointed secretary of the committee. The
committee voted to establish the Margaret

Ditchel Award to be given for meritorious
service to the VECA neighborhood. Mark
Lindstrom is investigating the planting of
the Jackson Median with flowers, as a
memorial to Margaret. Mark Lindstrom is the
VECA Representative to the Mid-Town Council.
Mike Kirby serves as the Editor of the
Evergreen News. A special mailing was made to

VECA members asking for their help on June 27
to deliver the Evergreen News in areas which
are not normally covered.

CLASSIFIED AD

Two line Classified ads in the Evergreen News
cost $10.00 and can be sent to 1663 Tutwiler
38107.

Wanted: Handyman; 10 hours a painting, lawns
and cleaning. $3.50 274-3875

VECA NEEDS YOUR HELP

You can help VECA by paying dues, attending
meetings, or assisting one of the committees.
Committee membership requires only 2 hours a

month. The attached coupon should be
returned to VECA at 1663 Tutwiler, Memphis,
TN 38107.
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Name
Address
Zip
Phone

$5.00 yearly dues

Write for Evergreen News
Deliver Evergreen News
Business Committee

Housing Committee
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