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VECA NEIGHBORHOOD FOCUS 

VECA Community Development Corporation (VECA CDC) 
The mission of VECA is to maintain and preserve a quality residential neighborhood through the direct 

efforts of neighborhood residents. With that in mind, VECA is in the process of forming a community 
development corporation (CDC). 

The CDC will be a separate corporation closely linked to VECA. Its policies, programs, budget and 
board members will be approved by VECA. The CDC will have a board made up of both representatives 
from the entire neighborhood and some other people with specialized skills such as accounting, real 
estate and management. 

Individual VECA members have undergone training during 1993 and there has been informative dis
cussion about such a CDC for several years. The CDC is now only in the planning stage and has not 
received funds or undertaken housing activities. It cannot perform that function until receiving 501 (c)(3) 
status from the IRS which makes it a not for profit organization able to undertake such activity. 

Members of the VECA executive committee have been hard at work on the IRS application. Rick 
Cartwright and Jenny Jenson have been providing legal assistance in preparing the charter and by-laws. 
Mike Kirby and Torn Ridenhour have written the IRS application. Mary Wilder, Steve Gadbois, Martha 
Heineman, and Margaret Blackmon have been providing ideas and critiquing the charter, by-laws and 
application. 

The projected efforts of the proposed CDC are ambitious, although its work will be devoted to the 
VECA area. The projects undertaken by the CDC will fit with goals of revitalizing housing and halting 
deterioration in the VECA area. The following are some of the CDC's projected activities: 
• It will purchase and rehabilitate single family houses and sell them to qualified neighborhood purchas
ers. The purchased house will have the following characteristics: dilapidated, absentee owner, probate 
status, vacant, under condemnation or foreclosed. 
• It will purchase and rehabilitate small multi-family apartments and rent them to qualified neighbor
hood residents or sell them to owner-occupants. 
• It will arrange for training of potential owners who will receive credit counseling and new owners who 
will be able to develop skills in the care and financing of their new horne. 
• It will work with a variety of existing organizations which provide resources and training for housing 
programs such as conducted by the CDC. 
• It will undertake limited development of neighborhood blocks that show signs of substantial deteriora
tion. 
• It will seek to use housing as a form of economic development by using neighborhood contractors and 
training the youth of the area to work on the reha
bilitation. 
•It will increase the level of volunteerisrn by draw
ing on workers from the neighborhood and local 
institutions. 
• It will leverage public funds, private funds and 
voluntary efforts to assist the city of Memphis in 
meeting its goal of providing housing for low and 
moderate-income housing. 
• It will use its funds to create a revolving loan fund 
for new horne owners. 
If you have any reactions to these efforts, contact 

any of the VECA members mentioned in this ar
ticle or leave a message on the VECA Hotline. 
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Stonewall Block Club -
Neighbors Again 

The Stonewall Block Club met again June 6th 
at the comer of Henry and Stonewall. Over 
thirty-five adults and children attended a hot 
dog cookout and meeting. Judge D'Army 
Bailey spoke to the block club about the com
munity and the importance of neighborhood 
organizing. The residents of Stonewall be
tween Jackson and Vollintine plan to meet on a 
regular basis. Working together as a commu
nity is the most important contribution we can 
make for ourselves and our neighbors. Neigh
borliness is the glue that holds communities 
together. 
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Market/Delicatessen new to VECA Neighborhood 
Deli sandwiches on fresh baked bread and 

top quality meats are items found at there
cently opened Midtown Mini-Mart. The mar
ket also has available bread, milk, snacks, soft 
drinks, and imported and domestic beer. Lo
cated at 643 N. McLean, next to Dine's, the fully 
stocked market is owned by Ribhi Hajjah 
"Hajjie". 

VECAresident Debbie Penczner is operating 
the Picnic Basket Delicatessen within the mar
ket. "I feel our neighborhood is long overdo 
for a really great deli and market. This corner 
has offered one or the other, but never the two 

SOLD 
IF I CAN HELP IN ANY OF YOUR 

REAL ESTATE NEEDS CALL 

RANDY WILDER at 725-1818 
DAVIES-SOWELL REALTORS 278-4380 

combined. We will carry only the very best 
meats for our customers. I know our commu
nity appreciates good quality." 

"Our deli sandwiches will be served on fresh 
breads. On Saturdays we will offer bagels and 
croissants. We will also serve a variety of gour
met soups. 'Chicken and Black Bean Chili' is 
my favorite. People love it!" 

Hajjie would like the Midtown Mini-Mart to 
be "your choice market". All are welcome to 
come by and have a cup of coffee and any sug
gestions from neighbors will be appreciated. 

~·························~ 
: MIDTOWN MINI-MART : 
• 643 N . McLean next to Dino's • 

• • • • • • • 
• • • • 

A 4 ROLL PACKAGE CHARMIN 
TISSUE 69C with this coupon 

./ALL MILK $1.99 A GALLON 
./ 1 DOZ. LARGE EGGS 69¢ 
./ 6 PACK OF COKE $1.39 

• • • • 
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VECA ~eeds Volunteers 
Name _____________ Telephone Day: ______ Eve. ____ _ 
Address _______________________ _ 

W.W$1%&.##'-Volunteer Interest W.~litiMf¥afitiltfJJJ%mf£(. '"'"'""'.'"'"""'-Y. Y. Y. .-mru•'-"• · Y..~--,--·~-<x 

0 N eighborfest 0 Volunteer Please send information to: 
Evergreen News 0 Historic Preservation 

0 Newsletter Writing 
0 Newsletter Delivery 
0 Other 

11enabership IAles 
are $10.00 per year 

P.O. Box 12011 
Memphis, TN 38182-0011 

MIDTOWN MINI-MART 
"Your Choice Market and Deli" 
643 N. McLean next to Dino's 

OPEN 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Monday Through Thursday 
7:00a.m. -10:00 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday 

278-7414 
WE DELIVER TUESDAY - SATURDAY 

(MINIMUM ORDER OF $1 0) 

OPEN DOOR BIBLE 
CHURCH 

1792 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 (901) 278-4311 

Gary D. Starbuck, Pastor 
Nursery Available 

Sunday Services: 10:45 am and 6:00pm 
"Growing together in the 

Lord Jesus Christ" 

'-----------------------' 

McLean Baptist Church 
815 North McLean • Phone: 274-3766 
Harold Simmons, Pastor 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:50 a.m. Worship Service 
6:00p.m. Evening Worship 

Wednesday: 5:45 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:30p.m. Prayer Service 

Nursery Services Available 

r-----------------, 
1 When you care enough to look the vel}' best! 1 

i University~tKCieanetSi 
1 Special Offer $5.00 off on a $20.00 Order. 1 

1 FA(s~i;N"~;.Ru;~7~~e;i;g~19 1 

I Pick-up & delivery available Monday & Thursday. I I • Shoe Repair • Clothing Storage • Alterations I 
1 613 N. Mclean 'VJ 
1 274-58~i~c!~~"!~~~!~~~~a~;}~~~~. Matz ~ 
~-----------------~ 

VECA Vollintine-Evergreen Community Association 

VECA is a neighborhood organization naade up of volunteers and paying naenabers. The Evergreen 
News is the way in which VECA coD1D1unicates with its residents. The Evergreen News contains 
infornaation about VECA, neighborhood residents, business and govenunent polities. VECA is 
bounded by Watkins on the West, Cypress Creek on the North, Trezevant on the East and North 
Parkway on the South. Contact VECA by writing to P.O. Box 12011, Menaphis, TN 38182-0011. 


