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Lick Creek is an environmental asset 

to our community. It provides water 
and food for migrating birds. On the 
grassy easements are weed seeds and 
insects. A mulberry tree provides a 
fruit banquet in late May, and the 
elderberry and pokeberry ripen later. 

Martha Heinemann and I spend 30 
minutes or so most days on our 
Belvedere bridge next to "Coffey 
Grounds" with binoculars, checking on 
the birds. Migrating birds seen this 
spring included the spotted sandpiper, 
phoebe, summer tanager, scarlet tan ­
ager, rose-breasted grosbeak, swain­
son's thrush, northem water-thrush, 
yellow warbler, yellow-rumped war­
bler, golden-winged warbler, black­
and-white warbler, white-eyed viree, 
blue-gray gnatcatcher, song span·ow, 
and chipping sparrow. 

Fowler's toads breed in the shallow 
water, and their chorus at dusk is 
pleasant to hear. Recently a very large, 
very dead beaver was seen from our 
bridge where did it come from? 

REVITALIZING OUR 
COMMERCIAL STRIPS 

VECA and VECA CDC are interested 
in improving the commercial strips in 
our neighborhood. We would like to 
hear from anyone who would like to 
rent or purchase commercial space in 
VECA in the next year. Give us a call at 
276-6413. 

MEMPHIS HERITAGE 
HALLOWEEN BEAUX ARTS 
BALL & 20th ANNIVERSARY 

7-11 pm, October 27 at the 
Memphis-Brooks Museum of Att in 
Ove1ton Park 

Come dressed as your favorite build­
ing! There will be prizes for best cos­
tumes (though costume is optional). 
Patt of each $30 ticket will help suppo11 
work in fifteen historic neighborhoods. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND GREENBELTS 
Exce1pts from T11e Trust for Public 

Land, "Healing America's Cities: How 
urban parks can make cities safe and 
healthy" (1994): 

Healing America's Cities cites 
examples of the link between w-ban 
open space and healthy communities 
which has been documented for sev­
eral decades. Recent findings docu­
mented in the report show that crime 
drops when adequate pru·ks and recre­
ational activities are available in inner­
city neighborhoods. 

When people avoid pru·ks out of 
fear, crime and vandalism increase. 
The political scientist John Q. Wilson 
has suggested that when people feel a 
sense of order in their communities, it 
is less likely that crimes will be com­
mitted. The disorder of a junk lot or a 
graffiti-splashed park can contribute 
to a sense of permissiveness that fos­
ters criminal behavior. 

The theory explains, in patt, why 
cutbacks in park maintenance have 
cont.Iibuted to making parks unsafe 
and why community eff01ts to clean 
up public spaces have so successfully 
reduced crime and helped neighbor­
hoods reclaim their parks. 

Although criminologists have found 
no way to measure directly how much 
crime is caused by a lack of open 
space and recreation opp01tunities, 
plenty of evidence shows that crime 
frequently drops-sometimes dramat­
ically-when these things are 
improved. As cities continue to wit­
ness rising crime and mban distress, it 
is becoming increasingly cleru· that 
support for parks and recreation is not 
a luxury-it is an investment in our 
own secmity and health and the sta­
bility of our cities. 

In Philadelphia, after police helped 
neighborhood volunteers clean up 
vacant lots and plant gardens, crime in 
the precinct dropped 90 percent. 

.. . Gru·dens are now a common fea­
ture in many cities, where it only 
makes sense for neighborhoods to 
tum abandoned land into centers of 
community activity. In Oakland, 
California, a newly f01med nonprofit 
orgru1ization, East Bay Urban 
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Gardeners, is working with the city's 
Recreation and Parks Department to 
convert vacant lots into community 
gardens. Neighborhood residents are 
clearing the sites where gardens are to 
take root. 

On Deru·bom Street in the Mission 
Disu·ict of San Francisco, residents 
documented a 28% drop in crime after 
the first year of their garden project. 
Working on the garden en cow-aged 
residents to form a neighborhood 
watch group, which made the area an 
unattractive place for drug dealers. 
Now ctime in the area is down by 78%. 

Proximity to open areas has also 
been shown to increase real estate val­
ues substantially. According to the 
1994 Commonwealili Fund/Harris 
Poll, 57% of property owners living 
wiiliin two blocks of a city park in New 
York say that being located near the 
park enhances the value of their prop­
erty. In Salem, Oregon, mban land 
next to a greenbelt was worth $1,200 
more per acre than w-ban land 1,000 
feet away. 

Flood ways, riverside parks, streams, 
and wetlands are also money savers. 
Such natw-al areas can replace a good 
deal of expensive infrastructure to 
handle drainage, water supply, and 
water quality. A recentattlcle in The 
New Yorker noted that ilie streams of 
southem Staten Island save New York 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
because they handle rainwater. 
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VECA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
Nrume ______________________________________________________________________ __ 

Telephone Day: _________________________ Telephone Evening: ________________________ _ 

0 Newsletter Writing 0 Newsletter Delivery 

0 Other 0 Volunteer 

School 's Out 
Do you know where 

Your kids are? 
EVERGREEN'S AFTERSCHOOL P ROGRAJVI could be !he 

answer you've been looking for. We've incre:tsecl our 
staff of trained adult supervisors to prm· icle recre:n ion 

and tuto ring in age-specific gro ups fo r child ren in 
kinderga rten through 9th grade. Moncby-Fr id:~y 

2: 15-6:00 p .m. Call Toni Bm tbolomewat278-b'919jor delails! 

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
613 UNIVERSin' AVENUE ( ACROSS FRml RHUDE$ COLLEGE) 

OPEN DOOR BIBLE 
CHURCH 

1792 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 (901) 278-4311 

Gary D. Starbuck, Pastor 
Nursery Available 

Sunday Services: 10:45 am and 6:00 pm 

"A common people 
with an uncommon love" 

Vollintine-Evergreen News 

P.O. Box 12011 

Memphis, TN 38182-0011 

McLean Baptist Church 
815 North McLean • Phone· 274-3766 
Harold Slffiffions, Pastor 

Sunday· 9:30a.m. Sunday School 
10:50 a.m. Worship Service 
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 

Wednesday· 5:45 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:30 p.m. Prayer Service 

Nursery Services Available 

r--------------------------, 
1 When you care enough to look the very best! 1 

\University~rkC/eanersi 
I Special Offer $5.00 off on a $20.00 Order 1 

(rnusl present thrs coupon Wllh cleanmg) I 
I FASHION CARE SINCE 1919 
I Pick-up & delivery available Monday & Thursday. I 
: • Shoe Repair • Clothing Storage • Alterations I 

1 
613 N. McLean YJ 

1 274-58~.~c~~~n~~~~!~~~~a~;}~~~~ Matz tr:o 
~--------------------------~ 

VECA 
VOLLINTINE-EVERGREEN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

VECA is a neighborhood organization made up of volunteers and paying members. The Vollintine-Evergreen 
News is the way in which VECA communicates with its residents. The Vollintine-Evergreen News contains 
information about VECA, neighborhood residents, business and government policies. VECA is bounded by 
Watkins on the West, Cypress Creek on the North, Trezevant on the East and North Parkway on the South. 
Contact VECA by writing to P.O. Box 12011, Memphis, TN 38182-0011 
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