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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
I want to thank the editor for mentioning me at the end of Carol Sheehan's 

article "It's not my trash" in the May 1998 issue of the Vollintine-Evergreen News. 
I have been walking the neighborhood almost daily for the past three years or so 
and could write volumes about things I have found, people I meet, my impres
sions of the neighborhood and its changes, etc. I try to walk about two miles 
each trip, sometimes twice a day. Considering weather, vacations, business trips, 
etc., I walk the equivalent of 48 weeks a year. 

This started out as strictly an attempt to get some exercise but soon I found 
myself picking up a few things along the way. I bore easily and need to find 
things to keep me busy while walking. I tried keeping up with general litter for a 
while but couldn't carry the two grocery sacks of it I typically found on each trip. 
It was also very discouraging to see how much junk was tossed in the street in 
this generally nice neighborhood. I soon settled into picking up aluminum cans, 
and I quickly learned that keeping up with that was a job as well. Last year alone, 
I picked up more than 17,000 cans and $50 in loose change. I get considerable 
help for a few people along the way who save their cans for me each week. 
Despite the efforts of many in Vollintine-Evergreen to keep the neighborhood 
clean, the persistent stream of cans and other litter reflects the location of our 
community and the major thoroughfares that run through it. IfVECA had waste 
cans on every comer, we would still have trash from people who are just passing 
through each day. I've come to realize that if it fits out the car window, I'll eventu
ally find it in the street. 

There are, however, some locations that attract litter much more than others. 
The worst I have observed are in the vicinity of Evergreen and Jackson, especially 
the alley behind the Delta station and the stores on the south side of Jackson, as 
well as the row of shops on Vollintine at Avalon. Recently these areas have been 
getting cleaned up but they continue to attract people who leave quart beer bot
ties and other trash there daily. Surprisingly, these areas are as littered as the 
busy intersections of North Parkway and Trezevant, or Watkins and Jackson. 

If I were giving awards for efforts by businesses to keep their property clean, I 
would include the Exxon station at North Parkway and Trezevant, and the Chief 
Auto Parts store at Watkins and Jackson. I don't walk many of the side streets in 
Vollintine-Evergreen but I am continually impressed with the cleanliness and 
manicured condition of Edward Avenue between McLean and Springdale. 
Snowden School is also much cleaner this year thanks to its janitorial staff; much 
of the litter there on weekends is from teams using the ballfields. Also on the 
brighter side are the efforts to improve the old L & N Railroad bed, now called the 
V & E Greenline. The general cleaning up of the Greenline and the recent instal
lation of handsome signs make for a much more attractive area. The litter bins 
along the way are also helpful. 

To Carol Sheehan's plea to pick up trash no matter whose it is, I would add that 
nothing seems to beget trash like trash itself. Once an area is perceived by 
passersby as dumpy, they will feel more comfortable about dumping there. It's 
like cleaning up a neighborhood's graffiti- the first move is to remove what's 
already there. Maybe I'll write again and share some particular memories ... like 
the Sunday morning last year when I found the new box of 38 caliber bullets. At 
any rate, keep cleaning up but leave a few cans for me. Thanks. 

DEREGULATION
WILL MLGW SURVIVE? 

The electric industry is in the midst of 
dramatic changes centering on the pro
motion of competition and consumer 
choice-deregulation. The industry is 
comprised of three major segments: 
power generation, power transmission 
and power distribution. MLGW is a dis
tribution utility. In today's context, 
deregulation does not mean the removal 
of regulation from all aspects of the elec
tric industry. In fact, it focuses primarily 
on the removal of regulations from the 
generation segment and allowing power 
generation to be an unregulated com
modity. The debate today centers 
around how to have a competitive mar
ket in generation and ensure that gener
ation companies can reach markets 
using the transmission and distribution 
facilities of utilities. Deregulation is still 
unfolding. 

MLGW is an industry leader in the 
deregulation of natural gas, and its expe
rience and leadership has helped save its 
customers more than $300 million in gas 
costs. MLGW will be just as successful in 
addressing the deregulation of the elec
tric industry. 

MLGW is in a position to provide 
Memphis with the best rates in a deregu
lated environment for the following rea
sons. 

* MLGW's single purpose is to provide 
service to its customers at the lowest 
possible cost. 

* MLGW has local control and deci
sion-making over rates, revenues and 
benefits. 

* MLGW has a competitive edge 
because of existing low rates. 

* MLGW owns a distribution system 
that will not likely be duplicated; there
fore, it will also be able to collect fees for 
services provided to other marketers. 

* MLGW is working with legislators to 
shape legislation in order to remain 
competitive. 

* Successful competition attracts 
businesses and offers more employment 
and a pleasing place to live. 

...................................... . 
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VECA NEEDS NIENIBERS 
Name _____________________________________ _ 

Telephone Day- ______________ Telephone Evening: ____________ _ 

Address __________________________ _ 

0 Historic Home Tours 

0 Housing 

0 Code Enforcement 

0 Delta Team & Youth 

0 Newsletter Delivery 

0 Commercial Revitalization 0 Newsletter Writing 

0 Greenways 0 Volunteer (general) 

School's Out 
Do you know where 

your kids are? 
EVERGREEN HAS YOUR SOLUTION. 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM: 
Safe and fun for K-8 students, Monday-Friday 2:15-6:00pm 

SCHOOL'S OUT PROGRAM: 
Most city school holidays 7:30am-6:00pm 

SUMMER SPOT: The cool midtown day camp 
for K-junior high , Monday-Friday 7:30am-6:00pm 

EVERGREEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
613 UNIVERSITY AVENUE (ACROSS FROM RHODES COLLEGE) 

0 $10 dues, Gold Star members receive their choice of 
bumper sticker. 

0 $35 dues, Gold Star Heritage members receive their 
choice ofbu~per sticker and the Historic Designation Plaque. 

• 

0 Bumper Sticker B 

. . 0 Historic 
~llinunet., Designation 

""'~~ Plaque 

Elrst. 
COinmercJal 
Bank MEMBERFQIC 

DAY CARE AVAILABLE 

Trinitv Preschool 
1738 Galloway Ave. 

For 3 and 4 
years old 

REGISTER 
NOW! 

274-6895 

A Ministry of Trinity United Methodist Church 

VECA 
VOLLINTINE-EVERGREEN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
VECA is a neighborhood organization made up of volunteers and paying members. The Vollintine-Evergreen 
News is the way in which VECA communicates with its residents. The Vollintine-Evergreen News contains 
information about VECA, neighborhood residents, and business and government policies. VECA is bounded 
by Watkins on the West, Cypress Creek on the North, Trezevant on the East and North Parkway on the South. 
Contact VECA by writing to 1680 Jackson Avenue, Memphis, TN 38107 or call (901) 276-1782. 
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