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Leadership Development Grants for Your Street
Transforming Memphis Neighborhoods while Transforming Rhodes

VECA and Rhodes are inviting Vollintine Evergreen residents to develop E Creating and preserving a public flower garden
projects in our neighborhood blocks. We are excited to help support E Working with police to identify crime issues
you in your efforts to build community and neighborhood engagement.  E Compiling a street phone list

E Doing cleanups of the street, sidewalks, and properties i even

What is the name of the program? It is called Transforming cleaning out the garages
Memphis Neighborhoods while Transforming Rhodes proposal for E Cleaning vacant houses and lots
Leadership Development Block Grants E Boarding vacant houses or paint the boards on vacant houses

] ) E Sponsoring Neighborhood Watch meetings
What is the program? A collaboration between VECA and Rhodes E Improving City services
College will make funding available for projects at the block level or E Sponsoring annual block picnics and other social events on the block
several blocks. E Supporting National Night Out

This is an opportunity for residents to address a particular concern ; . . . . .
or issue in their section of the VECA neighborhood. Residents should E Installing neighborhood signs to enhance neighborhood identity

use their imagination and talk to others about what is needed. There E Planting visible trees and flower gardens

are many other possibilities beyond the sample list provided below. E Adopting a vacant house or lot T purchase mower or weed eater

E Planting a community garden on a lot
E Working on neighborhood crime prevention i leaflet or informational
_ campaign

E Cleaning up alleys owned by the city

E Helping an elderly neighbor by cleaning up around the house

What is required once the grant is made to a group?

The group needs to do what it said it would do in the proposal.

The residents working on the project are asked to take

photographs of their work and come to an event at the VECA

Welcome Center at which all of the 3 —

projects are displayed.

E Request for funds will be made to
the Rhodes Project Manager who is
located at the VECA Welcome Center,
1680 Jackson. k

M mr

For assistance, questions and concerns:
Call 901.276.1782 (VECA)
Call 901.843.3280 (Rhodes)

Email: veca@veca.org

Send your application to one of the

How do we apply for funds? The ;
following:

application can be handwritten or typed
an electronic copy is available at
veca.org. Hard copies of the application
are available at the VECA Welcome
Center at 1680 Jackson Avenue.

Attn: Leadership Development Block Grants,
1680 Jackson Avenue, Memphis, TN38107

Rhodes College

Attn: Leadership Development Block Grants

# 2000 North Parkway, 200 Palmer Hall,
Memphis, 38112

Is help available in writing the
application? Help will be available for
any group wanting assistance writing the
proposal. A person can come to your
street to meet with several people or you
can come to the VECA Welcome Center.

Email Attachment to: veca@veca.org
Attn: Leadership Development Block Grants

Ideas for Funding:

E Sponsoring Dumpster Day, The Time to APPLY is NOW!

_ amulti-street cleanup Let us know how we can help!
E Trimming and maintaining over-grown trees and shrubs

_—_— Y——mmm—

Do not place in or on mailboxes

Go to the VECA Welcome Center, 1680 Jackson

The Vollintine Evergreen Community Association
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VECA Poster
Welcome Center Fundraiser

$10 for poster ($20 if mailed)
$20 for signed poster and
$40 for a framed poster

The poster is 17x21

Also available are

VECA note card sets

Set of 20 Note Cards and Envelopes;
5 each of 4 designs

Available at 1680 Jackson
901.276.1782 veca@veca.org

Framed House History
VECA Historic Committee Fundraiser

Celebrate your historic home with
a unique gift idea! Featured will

be the historic description of the
home along with a photograph of
the home. Please allow 30 days to
process the order. Three sizes are
available: $15, $20 and $25.

The order form is online at
veca.org. You may also call the
Welcome Center, 901.276.1782
for an order form or email
veca@veca.orgto request an
order form.
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UPHOLSTERY BY GLORIA

Gloria Fulton -Singleton
901.288.3819 or 901.725.1985
gfsdesign@aol.com

— Interior art design -
©) ©)
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In the Heart of Memphis
_(7) James Elliott, D.D.S
‘4 Dentistry with
a Gentle touch

._ N TIT 10 S. Belvedere
W : 276-7042

Belvedere Blvd at Madison Ave

Lighting Up the Neighborhood
One Street at a Time

By Marci Hendrix and Maura Weber

Does history really repeat itself? Rick Maxwell is hoping so and he is
well on his way to finding out. After moving
to Sheridan Street between Jackson and
Vollintine, one of the first questions his
neighbors asked him
homeowners leave the Christmas

l ol l ypops?0 Now, Max
encouraging neighbors to decorate
Sheridan Street for the holidays like the
days of yore. When he moved to Sheridan
three years ago there were few houses
decorated with lollypops, and, now, this
past December, about 50% of the homes
decorated for the holidays.

Maxwell credits the Sheridan block club
with the success of getting out the message that connecting with
neighbors is important. Maxwell got to know his neighbors through
the block club and decided to further the connections by developing
an email Iist. About si x mamptohd |a
to put on his neighborodés door s. H
include Barksdale and Kensington neighbors.

Maxwell uses the mailing list to inform his neighbors about
happenings in their small area including lost pets, suspicious activity,
holiday activities, and general public service announcements.

One of the fun consequences of starting the email list is that he
has been able to encourage the revival of the Christmas lights. This
summer, he is hoping to help organize a summer workshop to
prepare for the 2011 holiday lights. He is also planning a date for a
yard sale for the area, and sure, why not for the entire
neighborhood!

When not working on block club activities, Maxwell keeps himself
busy restoring and enjoying his two story brick, Tudor Revival along
with his partner, Robert. He is an ambassador for the neighborhood
and tells everyone that it is MidHi
homes and great neighbors.

Who else better to recruit to our VECA Communications and
Facebook committee than such an enthusiastic neighbor!? We are
excited that Rick Maxwell has jumped in to help us and we look
forward to hearing more about his projects.
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Jared Powelson, OD . 1 Mike Gerstner, OD

L COMPREHENSIVE E ALTH EXAMS

“GENERAL AND SPECIALTY CONTACT LENS FITTINGS
MEDICAL MANAGEMENT OF EYE DISEASE

LARGE SELECTION OF DESIGNER FRAMES « ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES

16 N. McLean at Madison tacioss from Finos) ® 725-EYES
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Sweep Around

By Maura Weber and Marci Hendrix

For several generations, Barbara Gavalas and her family have
called Brown Street home. She was born in the family home on
Brown and is now living in the house that for years her
grandmother called home. Tucked away in the northeast corner
of the Vollintine Evergreen neighborhood west
of Springdale, this section of Brown was once
considered tranquil and charming. Like many
urban areas, by the 70s the street had
deteriorated resulting in several vacant lots.
Litter is constant and criminal activity is not
uncommon. The street is still vulnerable, but it
wonébét stay that way if

With the heart of an ambassador, Gavalas
makes it her duty to get out regularly and talk
to neighbors and business owners about
sweeping, picking up the litter and instilling
neighborhood pride. During the summer she
works hard to maintain several vacant lots on
the street. Since city-owned lots are mowed
infrequently, Barbara takes it upon herself to
make sure they are regularly cut even if that
means paying for it out of her own pocket.

Ms. Gavalas credits her family for teaching her the importance
of being productive and staying involved. Her mom always
encouraged her to try different activities and
organizations in school. Growing up, she
watched her mom and neighbors work together
through the neighborhood club. Now, she and
her sister, Belinda Kerusch, who also lives on
Brown, are involved in the Brown Block Club and have been for
years. They host clean-ups with the adults and children in the
neighborhood and feed them afterwards. They sometimes have
spontaneous cleanups, and always there is food.

Ms. Gavalas truly believes that a clean yard is contagious; and

The Glenmary at Evergreen
Independent Living and
Assisted Living

Making Every Moment Count
For Seniors 55 and Better!
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she sees it catching on. Her long-term hope is that the entrance
of Brown and Springdale i the gateway to Brown i will transform
into a well-groomed area with businesses and homes that are
nice and neat. She is the enthusiastic campaigner for a new
mindset for the betterment of the neighborhood. Clean it up, fix
it up, and paint it up. |
you we have to be ghetto.
When she isndt tackling
Street, Gavalas lends her time to the
neighborhood as a whole. She initially got
involved with VECA by attending events at the
invitation of her brother. When she was
nomireated to become VECA Board member, she
accepted enthusiastically. She works on the
VECA Business Committee, the VECA Block Club
committee (now known as the Neighborhood
Networks committee), and she has partnered
with Springdale Baptist Church on neighborhood
| cleanups.
With summertime cookouts and neighbors
out visiting, Brown Street is an enjoyable street
| t° call home, (from the friendly neighbors, to the
Cypress School students who walk to and from
school ). With Barbarads hel p,
better place. She wants to see a beautification take place and
thinks there is no reason why the Brown area
candt do wh aYoung busnesSareap e r
accomplished. All it takes is a collective
community effort. Her next project is to build a
community garden in an empty lot adjacent to

Br

her house.

Whil e we dondt expect any one
has done for her neighborhood, s
things that count. So next time you see some litter in your
nei ghborhood, |l etés follow Barba
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VERITAS

INCARE LLC

Contact: Richard Landers
1550 North Parkway
Memphis, TN 38112

rlanders@veritasincare.com
901.726.4881

Grahams

LIGHTING FIXTURES, INC.

550 SouTH COOPER
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38104
201-274-6780

To All People, All Questions,
and To God’s Grace in our lives.

EVERGREEN

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

613 University Street, Memphis

evergreenmemphis.org
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Dr. Allison Stiles, FAAP
Rela Miller, FNP

< q,r\ Intelligent Medicine and Compassionate

Care for the Whole Family

Internal Medicine and Pediatrics
1325 Eastmoreland Ave.

\ \
‘ \‘ (901) 276 - 0249
\ - www.memphis -medpeds.co
Located in the Methodist University Medical Arts Building.
Free parking in the attached parking garage.
Garage entrance on Linden Ave.

McLean Baptist
Church

815 N. McLean Avenue
Memphis, TN. 38107
901-274-3766

Pastor: Glenn Hales, Jr.
mcleanbaptistchurch.org

On January 23rd, VECA hosted its first ever
Saturday annual meeting. Traditionally held
the fourth Monday of January, the VECA
board voted to try something new this year
and hold the meeting on a Saturday
morning. The adjustment was effortless,
attendance was higher, and there were
many first-time attendees. Best of all, the
Saturday morning breakfast spread was
lavish and delicious. Thank you all for the
wonderful breakfast contributions!
Traditional elements of the meeting
remained the same. The VECA committees
reported on their activities and goals for
2011. The elections of the 2011 board and

following the VECA annual meeting was a

tour of the church sanctuary by Fathers John

and Nicholas.

Five service awards were presented at
the VECA annual meeting.

Bestowed to VECA neighbors who
embody the principles of neighboring and
community action, the Margaret Dichtel
Award was presented to three VECA
neighbors.

Barbara Gavalas received the Dichtel
Award for her exceptional work at the

grassroots level in her neighborhood and for

doing fundraising for VECA through

the VECA president were conducted. VECA is memberships and newsletter advertising.

pleased to announce
reelection as VECA president for 2011. This
is year two of Dr.
president may serve three consecutive, one-
year terms).

A special thank you to the delightful staff
at St. John Orthodox Church for acting as
host in more ways than one. The meeting
venue exceeded expectations. The staff at
the church helped set up, made coffee, and
welcomed the guests. They even helped

Dr . W&yaelsStanfilHreceivedthe®ghtel
Award for working on problem properties on
H e rLyndate &wenué and far providingeleadeEsSHpA contributions to the management and

through recruiting residents for cleanups of
the vacant lots.

Ann George received the Dichtel Award
for her faithful dedication to the Welcome
Center by working two mornings a week at
the office; for her reliable assistance with
sorting and distributing the newsletter; and
for helping with various projects such as

VECA Annual Meeting Recap

clean up. An exceptional treat for attendees

windshield surveys and assisting at
numerous events.

Bestowed to VECA Board members who
have rendered exceptional service to the
Board, the Heinemann Award was presented
to two VECA Board members.

Chris Floyd received the Heinemann
Award for her consistent, thorough, and
dedicated work compiling and providing
documentation of the bo
her minutes; for her resilient and devoted
leadership to the code enforcement effort;
and for her involvement in a myriad of
events throughout the years.

Lilly Gilkey received the Heinemann
Award for her outstanding work with the
block clubs; for planning an excellent health
fair last summer; and for her significant

finance of VECA through work on the VECA
managing committee.

The VECA annual meeting is a time to
join and renew annual membership in the
organization. Membership dues help fund
projects and events in the neighborhood.
Thereds still time to |
Join VECA now. All dues are tax deductable.

St. John the Evangelist
Orthodox Church

Sunday

Weekdays
Wednesday Vespers at 5:30 pm
#&«| Saturday Great Vespers at 5:50 pm

1663 Tutwiler Avenue
at Dickinson
(901) 274  -4119

H Ort hros at 9 am b Liturgy

Scoop the poop
yard signs

are available at
The VECA
Welcome Center.




