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Do  not  place  in  or  on  mailboxes  

The V&E Greenline: A Hidden Gem 

By Megan Wilkins Reynolds and the V&E Greenline Committee 
 Those of you not new to this wonderful neighborhood are probably 
aware of the history of the V&E Greenline. For those who are not, it is 
worth mentioning that our own Greenline, a natural walking, jogging 
and biking path that stretches from near Watkins Street to Springdale 
Street, was the first Greenline and rails-to-trails park in the Memphis 
area. 
 The V&E Greenline was started by a group of motivated VECA 
neighbors and has since been maintained by many of these same 
neighbors. Over the years, the V&E Greenline has grown in beauty 
and scope. It has been recognized for excellence by Rails to Trails, the 
most prestigious organization in the field.  
 In the last year alone, the V&E Greenline Committee worked to 
advocate for a pedestrian crosswalk on McLean Boulevard, worked 
with Rhodes to add unique sculptures to the Greenline, collaborated to 
add pet waste bag stations (thanks to the work of Eagle Scout Duncan 
Bullard), increased its Woodland garden, and cleared debris from 
recent storms.  
 These activities and many others were supported solely by in-kind 
volunteerism and financial contributions from Vollintine Evergreen 
neighbors just like you. Our V&E Greenline does not receive any city, 
county, or federal funding. What an amazing feat!  
 Upkeep costs money. March is our annual month to solicit 
contributions for the V&E Greenline. Whether or not you are a 
regular user, I urge you to consider supporting this wonderful 
community resource through a tax -deductible donation.  
 Contributions can be made via mail (checks payable to V&E 
Greenline, sent to V&E Greenline, 1680 Jackson Ave., Memphis, TN 
38107) or online through PayPal at vegreenline.org. Those interested 
in in-kind volunteerism can also contact the V&E Greenline at 
vegreenline@gmail.com. 

Exciting Community Art Event 

Coming to the V&E Greenline 
By Alex Smythe,  
V&E Greenline Committee 
 Hi, everyone. Over the last few 
months the V&E Greenline 
Committee has been planning an art 
event that will take place in many of 
our backyards within the Vollintine 
Evergreen neighborhood.  
 The V&E Art Walk will take place 
along the V&E Greenline on 
Saturday, April 21. With a large 
number of artists and food vendors 
interested, the walk is planned to 
occur between McLean and Stonewall along the V&E Greenline itself.  
 Many artists from the Memphis Arts Collective and others have 
expressed interest in being involved in the event. These include Angi 
Cooper, Alisa Botto, and Colleen Couch-Smith, just to name a few. Work 
from students from the University of Memphis, Rhodes, and Memphis 
College of Art will also be included.  
 In addition to great works of art, there will be lots of food and music. 
Food trucks will be lining up on the streets that cross the V&E Greenline, 
so the people enjoying the stroll down the Greenline can stop and enjoy 
food from vendors like YoLo and Café Eclectic.  
 Being a lifelong Memphian and having spent time in my motherôs art 
booth at events like the Cooper-Young Arts Festival, I felt that our 
beautiful neighborhood needed an event that highlighted what makes 
this a great area in which to live. With the creation of the Shelby Farms 
Greenline that runs from Tillman to Shelby Farms, our own V&E 
Greenline has lost some of its renown. This event will bring some much-
needed use and notice to our beautiful V&E Greenline. With this event, 
and hopefully more to follow, I would love for people to associate the 
V&E Greenline with this Art Walk. With the help of the community, I feel 
that we truly can have an incredible event. Stay tuned via the Weekly 
ENews for more information. 
 If you know of an interested artist or would like to contribute in any 

way, please contact me at 901.461.4387 or via email at 
thealexsmythe@gmail.com. 

V&E Art Walk 

Saturday, April 21 

10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
(rain date April 22) 

mailto:thealexsmythe@gmail.com
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 VECA kicked off the 
New Year well with a 
celebration of 
neighborhood accom-
plishments as well as 
looking forward to plans 

for 2012. The VECA 
annual meeting was 
held Saturday, 
January 28 at St. 
Therese Little Flower 
Catholic Church with 
approximately 100 
neighbors in 
attendance. The 
meeting offered a 
time for neighbors to 
socialize over a 
delicious potluck 
breakfast as well as 
to hear about 
important 
neighborhood 
projects.  
 Dr. Paul Herron 
was re-elected for his 
third term as 
president. New board 
members were 
elected, and the 
meeting recognized 
some of VECAôs most 
dedicated volunteers 
with four service 
awards.  
 Given annually to 
a VECA neighbor who 
embodies the principles of neighboring and 
community action, the Margaret Dichtel Award 
was awarded to Andrée Glenn for her 
exceptional work at the VECA Welcome Center. 
Andrée spends three afternoons a week 
volunteering at the Welcome Center. Her 
resourcefulness has made the office run more 
efficiently in countless ways, from process 
improvements to the accounting system. 
Additionally, Andrée is a dedicated worker at the 
grassroots level. She works with the 

Neighborhood Networks Committee as the 
committee strives to promote communication 
with neighbors block by block as well as 
neighborhood-wide. She and the Neighborhood 
Networks group organized a very successful Fall 
Fest; the group plans to organize another one in 
2012. 
 Bestowed on VECA board members who 
have rendered exceptional service to the board, 
the Martha Heinemann Award was presented to 
two VECA board members. For their outstanding 
work on behalf of the neighborhood association, 
Cathy Marcinko and Garnette Stephens received 
the Heinemann Award.  

 Cathy Marcinko, chair of the Historic 
Committee, has zealously worked on an 
innovative web mapping program for VECA. 
Additionally, she and the Historic Committee 
have provided much historical content for 
the VECA website. She has also 

connected VECA with the Memphis Bioworks 
environmental job training program as well as 
with several AmeriCorp teams over the last few 
years. With the Wolf River Conservancy, in 2010 
she organized the very successful Wolf River 
Day event held on the V&E Greenline. Cathyôs 
extensive grant writing experience has also 
been a tremendous help to the VECA 
organization over the 
years. 
 In addition to her 

many contributions at 
VECA, Garnette 
Stephens is being 
honored for her work as 
chair of the Safety and 
Security Committee. 
Garnette has provided 
safety workshops and is 
working with 
institutions to develop a 
neighborhood 
emergency 
preparedness plan. She 
has worked with police 

precincts, Midtown Security group and 
Operation Safe Community. She also brings flair 
to any VECA event and occasion. For last yearôs 
Summer Jubilee/Ice Cream Social, she arranged 

to have the Fire 
Department bring a 

fire engine for the 
children to explore. 
Several police officers 
attended the event as 
well. Garnette works 
diligently to keep the 
V&E Greenline clean by 
emptying trashcans, 
and she has also 
provided leadership by 
organizing neighbors to 
clean alleys in their 
area.  
 The Richard S. 
Borys Award was 
created to recognize 
public officials who 
through their work 
contribute to the 
Vollintine Evergreen 
community. For her 
outstanding work with 
VECA, Janet Boscarina 
of Clean Memphis 
received the 
Heinemann Award. As 
one of the founding 
members of the non-
profit organization, 
Janet has worked with 
Memphis residents, 
churches, and 

businesses to address litter, overgrown lots, and 
other eyesores in Memphis. Janet and Clean 
Memphis have been working with VECA by 
sponsoring monthly cleanups. This effort has 
made a huge difference in cleanliness on 
Watkins and Springdale Streets. Clean Memphis 
also helps VECA with supplies and refreshments 
for cleanups.  

VECAõs Annual Meeting Recap 

Myron Lowery 

Chelsea Peters, Elizabeth Thomas, Michael Castellarin 

Chuck Fox , Jim Strickland 

Modeane Thompson, Alma Warren 

Chuck Scruggs 
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 The Glenmary at Evergreen  
Independent Living and  

Assisted Living  
 

Making Every Moment Count  
For Seniors 55 and Better!  

Contact:  Richard Landers 
1550 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 

rlanders@veritasincare.com 
901.726.4881 

 

2011 TN State Score = 100%  

 A special thanks to Modeane Thompson, Chuck Scruggs and Father 
Hood of Little Flower for their gracious hospitality and for sharing their 
neighborhood history with the group.  

 Memphis City Councilmember Myron Lowery has been faithfully 
attending the VECA annual meetings for years now, and his presence is 
always a pleasure. Councilmember Lowery serves as a representative for 

Super District 8, which includes VECA north of Jackson. 
Lowery is currently working, along with newly elected 
Councilmember Lee Harris, to help VECA resident Alma 
Warren with her concerns about the crumbling walls of 
Cypress Creek. 
 Memphis City Councilmember Jim Strickland came 
to the meeting before his young sonôs basketball 
game. Strickland has been our City Council 
Representative for District 5 in VECA south of Jackson 
since 2007, and he has helped Vollintine Evergreen 
with issues regarding Lick Creek. Strickland has hosted 
two meetings at Snowden School regarding the 
flooding issues and is responsible for the detention 
basin for Overton Square, which will relieve the 
flooding in the Lick Creek Basin. 
 State Senator Beverly Marrero and State 
Representative Jeannie Richardson attended the 
annual meeting. Both our State assembly 
representatives attend our events and have been very 
supportive of issues in the neighborhood. Vollintine 
Evergreen has lost State House district 89 and will be 
represented by Frayser or South Memphis in the new 
redistricting. 
 Today is a great day to become a VECA member or 
renew your membership. Membership dues help fund 
projects and events in the neighborhood. If you have 
questions about getting more involved, please stop by 
the VECA Welcome Center at 1680 Jackson Avenue or 
email veca@veca.org. 

Award Recipients,  
Cathy Marcinko and Janet Boscarina  

Award Recipient Andrée  Glenn 
at the VECA Welcome Center 

Award Recipient Garnette Stephens and 
Honey at the V&E Greenline Gardens 

Sarah Beth Larson and Angie Powell  

mailto:rlanders@veritasincare.com

